/ NEBRASKA 


_MOOSHVIA TIVAL004 WISWuaAN VOT 


—-_ 


Ss eS 


| 


lI 


I \ 


ONN74a 


: 
] 


INTRODUCING THE 2004 SILVERADO: 


Ge = 
WiEbasale . 
. 
3 


GAME BREAKER. PLAY MAKER. CORN HUSKER. 


Anderson Auto Group DuTeau Chevrolet Company H & H Chevrolet Company Sid Dillon Chevrolet Tim O'Neill Chevrolet, Inc. 


Missouri Valley, 1A Lincoln, NE Omaha, NE Blair, NE Council Bluffs, 1A 
712-642-4131 = 402-420-3300 402-339-2222 402-426-4121 712-366-2541 
Beardmore Chevrolet, Inc. Ernst Auto Center, Inc. Huber Chevrolet Co., Inc. Sid Dillon Chevrolet Tincher Chevrolet 
Bellevue, NE Columbus, NE Omaha, ‘NE Fremont, NE Plattsmouth, NE 
402-734-2525 402-564-2736 Q 402-496-0220 402-721-2233 402-296-3210 
Gregg Young Chevrolet, Inc. Husker Auto Group, Inc. Terry Thomas Auto Center 
Omaha, NE Lincoln, NE Glenwood, 1A 
402-572-8080 402-479-7500 712-527-3181 


©2003 GM Corp. Buckle up, America! @ 1-800-950-2438 or chevy.com 


- 


Vax 


. ~7 CHEVROLET | SEE YOUR LOCAL CHEVY. DEALER 


IAL Ps TASTE 


“SCORE ON EVERY 
POSSESSION.” 


Fairbury Brand hot dogs have the great 
taste fans love. They’re bursting with 
flavor. Look for the Big Red F in your 
grocer’s meat case, and enjoy the official 
Husker taste with your home team. 
Fairbury Brand scores every time. 


OUTTA THE STADIUM.” 


Proud to be the official hot dog at 
Memorial Stadium and Haymarket Park. 
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Bill Callahan considers himself capable of 
tackling the challenge he faces. 


SCOUTING REPORTS 


Kansas State 
Missouri 
Kansas 
Colorado 
lowa State 
Oklahoma 
Texas 
Oklahoma State 
Texas Tech 
Texas A&M 
Baylor 


Western Illinois 106 
Pittsburgh 108 
Southern Mississippi 110 


From THE EpITOR 


Ongoing 
Projects 


It'll be interesting to watch 
the new pieces come together 


VENERABLE _ Schulte 
Field House, the familiar 
old brick structure under 
the north stadium (Photo 
Page 119), was scheduled 
to come down in June. 
The 58-year-old building 
will be replaced by a 
newer version as part of 
the $50 million improve- 
ment project that includes the Tom and 
Nancy Osborne Athletic Complex, addi- 
tional Memorial Stadium seating and a 
new indoor practice facility. 

It’s not too much of a stretch to see 
that as symbolic of the Nebraska foot- 
ball program. Change can be difficult, 
but it’s bound to happen and often leads 
to something newer and better. 

Bill Callahan and Co. 
have brought the West 
Coast offense and many 
other new ways of doing 
things to Nebraska. The 
dress rehearsal, otherwise 
known as the Red-White 
Spring Game, received 
mostly positive reviews in 
April. 

Despite some grumbling 
over such things as the 
squad size being cut and a 
few other bumps in the 
road, things have been mostly good for 
the new regime. The true test will be 
how everyone responds to adversity — 
the coaches, the players. . . and certain- 
ly the fans. 

The coaching staff has been together 
a very short time. The veteran players 
are working with their third position 
coach and coordinator in as many sea- 
sons. The fans have endured a 7-7 sea- 
son, followed by a campaign with three 
one-sided losses. 

Nebraska is coming off a 10-3 season. 
It certainly won't be easy to duplicate 
that. The 2004 schedule includes road 
games at defending Big 12 Conference 
champion Kansas State and powerful 
Oklahoma, which played in the BCS 
Championship game. What should 
everyone expect? 
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Callahan addresses the challenges 
facing the 2004 Huskers throughout this 
edition of Huskers Illustrated. His “the 
future is now” philosophy is the theme 
of our main preview story in the 2004 
Football Yearbook. 

Contributing editor Mike Babcock 
takes a position-by-position look at this 
year’s Huskers, with feature stories on 
key players, returning and incoming 
personnel and the outlook for the posi- 
tion. The subject of the quarterback fea- 
ture is sophomore-to-be Joe Dailey, who 
has taken a crash course in the West 
Coast offense. We also take a look at 
junior college transfer Jordan Adams, 
who could challenge Dailey for the 
starting job in the fall. 

Adams was part of the recruiting 
class of 2004. Our recruiting 
package includes a look at 
some of Nebraska’s targets 
for 2005, as well as 
Rivals.com’s Top 100 
national recruits and the 
Nebraska Top 10. 

As always, there’s a 
wide assortment of stories, 
photos and information on 
the Huskers, including cap- 
sules of top returning play- 
ers and much, much more. 
We also have scouting 
reports on all of the Big 12 teams and 
Nebraska’s nonconference opponents. 

Western Illinois, a late addition to 
the schedule, should provide the 
Huskers with a chance to work the 
kinks out Sept. 4. But after that, it’s 
Conference USA champion Southern 
Miss (9-4 a year ago) and a road trip to 
Pittsburgh (8-5) before the conference 
schedule begins. 

It should be fun to keep track of the 
building projects going on at Memorial 
Stadium... on the field and off. 


Next Issue 


The next issue of Huskers Illustrated 
(Volume 24, No. 7) is scheduled to mail 
the week of Aug. 16. Check for updates 
at www.huskersillustrated.com. 
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STate OF THe HUSKERS 


More Than 
Offense 


Nebraska's defense labored 
in relative anonymity in the spring 


BILL CALLAHAN’S EMPHASIS in his 
first recruiting class was on what he 
described as “the big, three,” wide receiver, 
running back and quarterback. “We're try- 
ing to find difference-makers at those posi- 
tions,” he said in late January, not long 
before letter-of-intent-signing day. “We've 
tried to look at the country, all four corners 
of the country, to find the best athletes for 
those three positions.” 

By all indications, “the big three” continue to be a 
recruiting emphasis as he replaces the run-oriented offense 
for which Nebraska has been known with a West Coast 
attack. His system will work in direct relation to the quali- 
ty of athletes he can recruit to play those positions. 

That’s no small task considering the majority of those 
athletes are to be found hundreds of miles away, 
and as often as not in warm-weather climates. 
But give Callahan credit. He is going after the 
best, regardless of where they are. The 
Cornhuskers aren't backing away from anyone. 

Whether Callahan can get the program back 
on track, however, will depend on more than a 
well-functioning West Coast offense fueled by 
“big three” difference-makers. In fact, a key to 
this season will be another big three, represent- 
ed by Adam Carriker, Barrett Ruud and Josh 
Bullocks. 

“If you have that type of production and that 
type of solid character and that type of leader- 
ship by example at all three levels of defense, 
you've got yourself a chance,” he said. 

To underscore the point, he added, “You've 
got a real good chance.” 

With all of the attention lavished on the new offense and 
its installation, the defense labored in relative anonymity 
during this spring. Callahan's post-spring game news con- 
ference was nearly finished before the defense even drew 
mention. But offense alone won't get the job done. 

Exhibit A is Texas Tech. The Red Raiders led the nation 
in total offense in 2003. They led the nation in passing 
offense. They scored 50 or more points (“hung half a hun- 
dred” is how former Oklahoma and Dallas Cowboys 
Coach Barry Switzer used to phrase it) four times, with a 
high of 62. But they finished with an 8-5 record and went 
to the Houston Bowl, where they defeated Navy 38-14. 

They hung 49 on Oklahoma State and 40 on Texas. And 
they lost both games. That's because they ranked No, 101 
in the nation in scoring defense and No. 106 in total 
defense. 

Exhibit B is historical, Nebraska’s losses to Miami in the 
1989 and 1992 Orange Bowl games. Actually, either would 
do. The players were different but the games were the 
same. 

Even though Miami had a potent passing offense, 
Cornhusker Coach Tom Osborne said what concerned him 
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End Adam Carriker is 
one of the defense’s 
“big three.” 


most was the Hurricanes’ defense. And his concern was 
justified. 

— In 1988, Nebraska led the nation in rushing, ranked 
sixth in scoring and seventh in total offense. But it man- 
aged only 135 yards, including 80 rushing, in a 23-3 loss to 
the Hurricanes. 

— In 1991, the Cornhuskers ranked first in the nation in 
rushing and third in scoring and total offense. But they 
managed only 171 yards, including 82 rushing, in a 22-0 
loss to Miami. 

The Hurricanes were national champions in 1991, in 
large part because of their defense. 

Exhibit C is the Colorado game in 2001, a dramatic indi- 
cation that all was not right with the program. Even 
though Nebraska’s offense lacked balance between pass 
and run, it would have been sufficient to win that day had 
there been even a semblance of support from an 
overmatched defense. 

Success requires offense and defense, no great 
insight there. But that fact can get lost in the 
excitement surrounding the replacement of a 
run-based offense, which has evolved over a 
quarter of a century (and stagnated in recent 
seasons), with a pro-style, pass-oriented attack. 

Look at it this way. Texas Tech rode the 
record-setting right arm of B.J. Symons and little 
or no defense to a worse record than the one that 
led to Frank Solich’s firing, while the 
Cornhuskers went 10-3 with an offense that was 
sub-par, and not just by Nebraska standards. 
But the defense was superb, when it didn’t have 
to spend a disproportionate amount of time on 
the field, as was the case in two of the losses. 
Texas and Kansas State had time-of-possession advantages 
of nearly 7 minutes. 

The Cornhusker offense was in need of change and 
Callahan has brought a unique alternative, predicated on 
the pass but, as he has been quick to point out, without 
ignoring the run. The Cornhuskers will do whatever 
works, assuming they have a solid line and the “big three.” 

By itself, however, that won't be enough to turn the pro- 
gram around, to avoid conceding the Big 12 to Texas and 
Oklahoma and to break Kansas State’s spell in the North 
Division. 

Despite perennially impressive offensive numbers, 
Osborne's teams didn’t win national championships until 
they found the right defense. And say what you want, but 
that’s how Kansas State became the Cornhuskers’ nemesis, 
with reliable if not outstanding defense. 

A return to the success to which Nebraska aspires begins 
there, with what another big three, Carriker (front four), 


Ruud (linebackers) and Bullocks (secondary), represent. il 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoln Journal 
Star. He has covered Nebraska football for more than 20 years. 
Mike can be reached at MBABCOCK1@neb.rr.com 

or PO. Box 6782, Lincoln, NE 68506. 
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Millions of people walking 
is a step toward keeping 
healthcare affordable. 


At Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Nebraska, we see the cost of the 
illness and chronic disease that result from inactive lifestyles every The are 
day. We believe that cost is much too high — and not just in terms good for you! 
of money. So we want you to know that even 30 minutes of moder- 
ate activity — like walking — several times a week can make a differ- 
ence. And we're encouraging Nebraskans to be more active with 
our Works™ program. To get a pedometer at a reduced Wor ks _ ee 
cost and to learn how WalkingWorks can keep you healthy and keep 
healthcare affordable, visit our Web site at 


From THE BEAT 


All The 
Decisions 


Callahan embraces the pressure 
that comes with being completely in charge 


MOST OF THE TUMULT created by the firing 
of Frank Solich had waned by the time Big 
Red fanatics got their first glimpse of Bill 
Callahan’s Husker football program at the 
April 17 Red-White Spring Game. 

Although Athletic Director Steve Pederson’s 
decision to let Solich go created some expect- 
ed firestorms, the curious nature of people 
was bound to be an effective healing antidote 
to any venom that found its mark last fall. 

And so when Callahan unveiled his West Coast offense in 
Memorial Stadium, a jury of 61,417 waited anxiously to wit- 
ness the opening statements. Three hours later, most of them 
were left feeling like NU’s new prosecutor had the makings of 
a building a winning case. 

Given the high turnover of players at Kansas State and the 
fact that Missouri — though experienced and with 
difference-making quarterback Brad Smith — has 
yet to make a serious run at a championship, the 
Big 12 North would seem to be a wide-open race 
this season. 

But it would be unrealistic for Nebraska fans to 
expect Callahan to pull off the same kind of feat he 
did as an NFL rookie head coach two years ago, 
when he guided the Oakland Raiders to the Super 
Bowl. 

Exhibit A: The 2004 NFL Draft. 

For the first time since 1970, no Husker was 
selected in the first three rounds. It also was the 
sixth straight year Nebraska didn’t have a first- 
round pick. 

Now, you can win without the bonus babies, but 
you won't find many championship teams lacking 
that kind of stock. 

Nebraska should be commended for its 10-3 season of 2003 
and for being one of just two Big 12 schools to win its bowl 
game. But make no mistake, Callahan has his work cut out for 
him while trying to elevate the Huskers back into elite pro- 
gram status. 

Of course, he embraces the pressure that comes with being 
completely in charge of that task. 

“In pro ball, you're dealing with ownership, you're dealing 
with the personnel director, you're working with the head col- 
lege director, you're working with scouts, you're working with 
your coordinators,” he told the Lincoln Journal Star. “There 
are so many other people involved in the decision-making 
process, whereas here you're in charge completely as head 
coach. 

“You're making all the decisions on personnel. You're mak- 
ing all the decisions on staff. You’re making all the decisions 
on recruits. When push comes to shove, you are more in 
charge, and I like it that way.” 

Calling his transition from the NFL back to college an easy 
one, Callahan and his assistants mapped out a post-spring 
course that included further evaluation of personnel, recruit- 
ing, promotional tours to meet Nebraska fans and finalizing 
the fall camp regiment. 
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Bill Callahan called 
his transition an 
easy one. 


While the Huskers have a ways to go before they get 
enough athletes who fit their new offensive system, Callahan 
refuses to put limits on the 2004 season. 

“We have a group of seniors who've really earned the 
opportunity to do well,” he said. “It’s our obligation as a staff 
to do everything we can to enhance and ensure that they have 
a successful year. 

“T want them to feel that this staff is in no way, shape or 
form overlooking this year and trying to bring in personnel to 
fit this system. We're going to do everything we can to work 
to the skills and talent levels of what we have here. 

“In a nutshell, the future is now. Football is that type of 
business — it’s a ‘win-now’ business. I’m a patient coach in a 
very impatient business.” 

The Huskers faced a monumental challenge during spring 
practice, as Callahan installed a pro system with only 15 prac- 
tices to accomplish it. And while the coach praised 
his team’s adjust-on-the-fly effort, there's plenty of 
ground still to be covered. 

“Guys were learning. It’s hard to be vocal when 
you're trying to digest a lot of information and per- 
form at a high level,” Callahan said of his calm, 
CEO-like handling of spring practice. “But the 
leadership came through in performance. 

“(Defensive end) Adam Carriker is a prime 
example. (Linebacker) Barrett Ruud — production 
player. The twins (Josh and Daniel Bullocks) — 
production players. I feel good because if you have 
that type of production and that type of solid lead- 
ership at all three levels of defense, you've got 
yourself a chance.” 

Offensively, Nebraska will bank on the talents 
of center Richie Incognito and hope that either 
sophomore quarterback Joe Dailey or junior col- 
lege recruit Jordan Adams prove to be crafty decision-makers 
while utilizing new-role wide receivers and I-backs in multi- 
ple formations. 

Those question marks, alone, and they are just a few of 
many, are enough to put Huskerville in finger-crossing mode. 

No doubt, the growing pains that come with that territory 
also will cause more than just consternation. 

But the decision Pederson made in regard to the direction 
he believed Nebraska was headed cannot be changed. Nor 
can that view be proven correct or otherwise in one or two 
seasons. 

Before we try and figure out the story’s ending, we'd all be 
wiser to let Callahan further develop the plot. 

“It's high-risk, high-reward, and as an individual I’ve 
always had high goals, always aspired to do great things,” 
said Callahan, describing why he feels his temperament 
makes him a good fit for the situation he inherited. “I want to 
be part of a great tradition and help people get to where they 
want to go.” 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star. /n addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men's basketball and baseball teams. 
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The West Coast Offense has moved to the Heartland! The Spring Game alone saw 
a record 29 completions! Coach Callahan brings his high powered O from the NFL 
and is molding NU into an explosive passing offense. The Blackshirts plan to be 
the backbone of the ‘04 team and are preparing accordingly! A challenging sched- 
ule includes Pittsburgh, KSU, and OU. Get all 11 games* sent to you from Husker 
Video with your 2004 Husker Video Subscription. Each week you will receive a 
video of the entire game complete with the radio broadcast. 


“Subscription includes regular season games and the Big XII Championship (if NU participates). Each game shown in its 
entirety complete with radio broadcast for audio. You will receive games already played if ordering after season has 


begun. See over 600 Husker game and highlight video titles at www.bestofbigred.com. 


Special discounts available to military serving in Iraq or Afghanistan, 


please call for details: 1-800-230-3831. We support our troops! 
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ANOTHER View 


Making 
A Statement 


‘Believer’ Callahan says outpouring 
of support has energized him 


AFTER HEARING countless times from 
Cornhusker football fans that there truly is no 
place like Nebraska, it seems that Bill Callahan 
is now a believer. 

That concept was cemented for him when a 
record crowd of 61,417 turned out for the Red- 
: White spring game at Memorial Stadium in 
Terry April. Callahan, who was the featured speaker 
DOUGLASS ta fund-raiser in Grand Island on May 18, said 

the outpouring of support has energized him. 

“T couldn't be more excited or more enthusiastic about the 
opportunity that presents itself as we forge ahead,” Callahan 
said. “The reception that we’ve received throughout the state 
has been nothing but great. The pride and passion of the people 
in this great state is something I’ve never experienced before. 

“1 think that’s indicative of the 61,000 people that came out 
for the spring game. I tell you, when Nebraskans want to make 
a statement, they know how to make a statement.” 

The same can be said for Callahan. 

Permitted just 14 practices prior to the Red-White 
game, Callahan served notice that he’s serious about 
change and implementing the West Coast offense in 
a program known for its smash-mouth running 
game. First-team quarterback Joe Dailey attempted 
49 passes — more than triple Nebraska’s per-game 
average in 2003 — in an abbreviated scrimmage that 
included 12-minute quarters and a running clock in 
the second half. 

NU’s spring game statistics sent shock waves 
around the college football world and gave national 
media something new to chew on. Callahan only 
hopes the numbers opened the eyes of potential 
recruits — many of whom may have thought they’d 
have no shot at playing in the NFL if they signed 
with Nebraska. 

While Callahan said he wants to hold onto as many 
Cornhusker football traditions as possible, he believes 
Nebraska must convert to a pro-style offensive system to attract 
the top high school football prospects in the country. 

“We changed the culture of Nebraska,” Callahan said of fill- 
ing the air with footballs in the spring game. “What's interest- 
ing about that is that everyone thought it was for the fans. We 
did it for the recruits. 

“Tt really served as a way to send a message and to lend cred- 
ibility to the product that we're putting on the field and lending 
credibility to our recruiters as they go out and scour the four 
corners of the country and we get in on every top recruit. We 
want to show them that we’re fully committed to this change.” 

While the transition has been well-received by many fans 
and college football analysts, the radical departure in philoso- 
phy hasn't come easy for Nebraska's players. Most of the cur- 
rent Huskers were recruited to run an offensive scheme that’s 
vastly different from the West Coast system. 

Callahan praised NU’s players for the way they’ve handled 
the transition. 

“Tt could have been a really tough endeavor to undertake as 
a head coach, coming into the situation that we did in January,” 
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Bill Callahan says he 
understands the high 
expectations. 


Callahan said. “I have to applaud our players for being wide 
open, for being receptive and for going through a transition 
that was extremely tough on all of them. 

“There were a lot of loyalties and ties to the coaches that 
recruited them here and loyalties to their position coaches.” 

During his Grand Island stop, Callahan reiterated that his 
loyalty and commitment to NU’s football program isn’t short 
term. With the Sept. 4 season opener still nearly three months 
away, the 47-year-old Chicago native said he would like to fin- 
ish his career as the Huskers’ head football coach. 

After being fired by the Oakland Raiders, he was pondering 
offers to return to the NFL with Tampa Bay, Chicago or New 
York Giants. Then, Callahan received an intriguing call from 
Nebraska Athletics Director Steve Pederson. 

“I really sat down and really looked internally as to what | 
wanted to do with the rest of my career,” Callahan said. “And, 
I know for a fact — it’s undisputed — that I want to finish my 
career here in Nebraska.” 

Callahan had experienced the ups and downs of 
pro football in the span of just two seasons. In 2002, 
he led the Raiders to the Super Bowl. In 2003, 
Callahan and a few veteran players didn’t see eye to 
eye, Oakland finished 4-12 and he was let go. 

While Callahan said he was fortunate to build 
relationships with many top players in the NFL, he 
now believes he’s better suited for the college game. 

“The value systems and people’s beliefs are pret- 
ty much set by the time pro players get into the 
league,” said Callahan, whose previous job in the 
college ranks was 1994 at Wisconsin. “In college foot- 
ball, I feel like I can make an impact on a person’s 
life. | can help them get to where they want to go.” 

Callahan joked that there were other factors 
involved in his decision to get back on campus. 

“IT was very ill and I was very fatigued in pro ball . . . and the 
fans there were just sick and tired of me,” Callahan said. 

Callahan, who was introduced as Nebraska’s 27th head 
coach on Jan. 9, said he's thrilled to be back in the Midwest and 
coaching a traditional power. However, he knows well that the 
goals and standards at Nebraska are very high. After all, his 
predecessor — Frank Solich — was fired following a 9-3 regu- 
lar season and with a career record of 58-19. 

“Everybody wants a winner,” Callahan said. “Everybody 
wants to get back to the national championship. | understand 
the standards here and J embrace them. 

“There have been some great coaches and some great play- 
ers come through here and there have been some great tradi- 
tions set that I plan on keeping.” 

Like winning national titles? 

“That is the goal, and that is something that’s emphasized 
to our players on a daily basis,” Callahan said. “We have our 
eyes on the target. We have our eyes on the bull’s-eye, and 
that’s something that we're forging toward as we work this 
summer.” @ 


Terry Douglass js the sports editor of the Grand Island 
Independent. He can be reached at tdbbdouglass@earthlink.net 
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“This has been a successful team. 
This is a team that knows how to 


win.” 


— Coach Bill Callahan 
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Callahan wants the players to know 
that the staff is ‘in no way shape or 
form overlooking this year’ 


By Mike Babcock 
Photos by Scott Bruhn 


onsidering the 
extent of the 
changes Bill 
Callahan has 
brought to the 
Nebraska _foot- 
ball program, a 
period of adjust- 
ment is in order. 
Not a lengthy period of adjust- 
ment, mind you, time is of the 
essence. Athletic Director Steve 
Pederson made that clear in 
removing Frank Solich as coach. 

Still, Callahan needs a little 
time to implement his system, 
particularly an offense that is dra- 
matically different than the one 
the Cornhuskers have used for 
the past 20-plus seasons. And in 
order to implement his system, 
the argument goes, Callahan will 
need players suited to it, “his” 
players. 

Returning players are con- 
cerned in such situations, under- 
standably so. Callahan has tried 
to alleviate those concerns, how- 
ever, telling players — and espe- 
cially seniors — before spring 
practice that the future is now. 
The seniors “have really earned 
the opportunity to do well, and 
it’s our obligation as a staff to do 
everything we can to enhance and ensure that they have 
a successful year,” he said. 

“T wanted them to feel that this staff was in no way, 
shape or form overlooking this year. We're going to do 
everything we can to work to the skills and to the talent 
level of what we have here. That means we may have to 
do some adjusting as a staff to help the players do what 
they do well.” 

The returning players did well last season, finishing 
10-3, including a victory in the Alamo Bowl game under 
an interim head coach, Bo Pelini. And the seniors, 18 fol- 
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New defensive coordinator Kevin Cosgrove inher- 
its a unit that had a lot of success in 2003. 


lowing spring practice, were part 
of a team that played for a nation- 
al championship in the Rose Bowl 
game three seasons ago. 

“This has been a successful 
team,” said Callahan. “This is a 
team that knows how to win.” 

Even so, Nebraska hasn’t won 
a Big 12 title, much less played for 
one, since 1999, one of the reasons 
Solich was fired despite a 58-19 
(.753) record during six seasons 
as head coach. 

The Cornhuskers finished sec- 
ond to Big 12 champion Kansas 
State in the North Division last 
season. The goal is to “challenge” 
in the division this season, 
Callahan said. 

However, “we don’t make any 
predictions or guarantees or any 
bold statements in that respect,” 
he said. “This is a team that’s 
going to have to improve, that’s 
going to have to work to win, 
that’s going to have to do every- 
thing it can within its capabilities 
to be its best on game day.” 

Fourteen Alamo Bowl game 
starters return — seven on 
offense, six on defense and place- 
kicker David Dyches — with the 
key losses being outside line- 
backer Demorrio Williams, quar- 
terback Jammal Lord, although he wouldn’t have fit the 
new system, and All-America punter Kyle Larson. 

Williams’ athleticism and versatility were key ele- 
ments in the Cornhuskers’ leading the nation in turnover 
margin as well as pass efficiency defense and ranking 
second in scoring defense. However, the defense should- 
n’t drop off under the direction of new coordinator 
Kevin Cosgrove. 

Josh Bullocks, who earned All-America recognition 
from The Sporting News, returns at free safety, after 
intercepting a school- and conference-record 10 passes, 
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Joe Dailey completed 29 of 49 passes for 241 yards and four touchdowns, breaking several passing records in the April 17 Red- 


White Spring Game. 


and Barrett Ruud is back at middle 
linebacker, needing only 54 tackles to 
break the school career record held 
by Jerry Murtaugh. 

Add to the mix defensive end 
Adam Carriker, who emerged in the 
spring after being hampered by an 
ankle injury as a redshirted fresh- 
man, and Cosgrove has players who 
can dominate in the secondary, at 
linebacker and up front, according to 
Callahan. “And whenever you’ve 
got three players that have the abili- 
ty to dominate on all three levels, 
you've got something special,” he 


Top Four 
Returning Rushers 
Player Att. Yds. TD 
Cory Ross TAOS 755 74 
David Horne 107. 441 4 
Joe Dailey 33) 41225740 
Isaiah Fluellen 125 116i ot 
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said. 

Nebraska can start an experienced 
secondary. Daniel Bullocks, Josh’s 
twin, is a returning starter at strong 
safety as is Fabian Washington at left 
cornerback, while Lornell 
McPherson was the starting nickel 
back last season. The concern in the 
secondary is experienced depth. 
There is none. 

Ruud, the leader of the defense, 
will have inexperienced players on 
either side, though Chad Sievers, 
who has moved to weakside line- 
backer, played a lot as his backup 


Top Four 
Returning Receivers 
Player No. Yds. TD 
Matt Herian 22 484 3 
Ross Pilkington 2222333, ul 
Mark LeFlore AQ!) "197, <2 
Isaiah Fluellen 152 "287" 22 
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two seasons ago. 

Stewart Bradley moved from 
defensive end to strongside line- 
backer, where Bo Ruud also could be 
a factor if he can put on weight. 
Senior Ira Cooper has played all 
three linebacker spots. 

The front four has experience and 
depth, led by tackle Le Kevin Smith 
and end Benard Thomas, returning 
starters. Carriker, Jay Moore and 
Wali Muhammad give defensive line 
coach John Blake four ends, and 
Titus Adams and Brandon Teamer 
give him three tackles to rotate and 


Top Four 
Returning Tacklers 
Player UT AT TT 
Barrett Ruud 78 71 149 
Daniel Bullocks 44 25 69 
Fabian Washington 36 19 55 
Josh Bullocks 230 26" 149 


combine. 

The personable Smith provides 
leadership in the line. “Expect an 
even more attacking front four this 
year,” the junior from Macon, Ga. 
said. “Look for the front four to be as 
dominant as possible. Our idea of a 


good game is for us to call maybe 
five blitzes and the front does every- 
thing else.” 

Given the marked changes the 
offense is undergoing, the defense 
might have to carry the load early in 
the season. But “I don’t worry about 
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it; I don’t even think about it,” said 
Smith. “I feel as long as we're three- 
and-out, they can do whatever they 
want over there (on offense).” 
Callahan’s West Coast offense has 
attracted the most attention, of 
course. For what it’s worth, five or 
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If new offensive coordinator Jay Norvell has his way, the Huskers won't be settling 


for field goals as often as they did in 2003. 


eight offensive starters return, 
depending on the definition. But the 
changes in the system to incorporate 
more passing have rendered the des- 
ignation “returning starter” mean- 
ingless for the most part. 

Consider the offensive line, in 
which Richie Incognito, Jake 
Andersen and Mike Erickson are 
returning starters. Incognito, first- 
team all-conference at left tackle, has 
moved to center and Erickson, a two- 
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year starter at left guard, didn’t finish 
spring practice among the top five. 
“We still have to build depth in our 
offensive line,” Callahan said. “I 
think that was graphic (in the 
spring).” 

Brandon Koch, who started twice 
last season, held down the left guard 
spot during the spring, and Seppo 
Evwaraye, one of three players who 
moved from the defensive line, 
adapted quickly to offensive right 
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tackle, with Darren DeLone finishing 
atop the depth chart on the left side. 
Erickson, Kurt Mann, Nick Povendo, 
Jared Helming and Gary Pike filled 
out the top 10 at spring’s end. 

Tight end Matt Herian and wide 
receiver Ross Pilkington also started 
every game and tied for the team 
lead in pass receptions, with 22. 
Herian’s catches were good for 484 
yards and three touchdowns. Wide 
receivers Isaiah Fluellen and Mark 
LeFlore started nine games between 
them. 

Herian is an excellent fit in the 
West Coast offense because of his 
ability to stretch the field, while 
Pilkington has shown the ability to 
be a “go-to guy,” Callahan said. “He 
has the ability to change speeds, 
work in and out of zones and the 
man coverages. I like everything 
about his game.” 

Even though he was complimen- 
tary of the receiving corps during the 
spring, Callahan looked ad adding as 
many as three junior college wide 
receivers immediately afterward to 
meet the needs of his system. 

Cory Ross started the final three 
games at I-back and is the leading 
returning rusher, gaining 575 yards 
and scoring four touchdowns on 130 
carries, a school-record 37 of them 
against Michigan State in the Alamo 
Bowl game. That record isn’t likely to 
be broken any’ time _— soon. 
Nevertheless, “I’m loving this new 
offense,” said Ross, who has shown 
he can catch the ball. “It’s something 
special.” 

Callahan isn’t averse to letting an 
I-back carry the ball a lot. If the 
Cornhuskers were running the ball 
successfully, “it would be nice if you 
had one guy that could be a 25-to-30- 
carry-a-game guy, or more,” he said. 

“If you don’t, there’s no reason 
why you couldn’t share the load in 
our philosophy. 

“I think it’s healthy at times to cre- 
ate roles where your players do what 
they do well, so whether we do it by 
committee or we designate a particu- 
lar I-back, we'll see how it goes.” 

David Horne, who dropped off 
last season after an impressive debut 
as a true freshman, and Tierre Green, 
who has shown the breakaway burst 
Nebraska has lacked, figure in the 
mix. 

A fullback isn’t included in many 


of the alignments, but Steve 
Kriewald and Dane Todd will be 
counted on for isolation blocking in 
short-yardage and goal-line situa- 
tions. That's an extremely important 
role given offensive coordinator Jay 
Norvell’s assertion that the 
Cornhuskers are looking to score 
touchdowns rather than settle for 
field goals when they get into the red 
zone, 

When they do settle for a field 
goal, however, Dyches has proven 
capable. He was successful on 14-of- 
21 field goal attempts as a true fresh- 
man — and perfect, 32-of-32 on 
extra-point kicks. 

Much of the offensive attention is 
on quarterback, where sophomore 
Joe Dailey took perhaps 90 percent of 
the snaps during the spring. His 
main competition in fall camp will 
come from junior college transfer 
Jordan Adams, who passed for 1,300 
yards and 13 touchdowns as a back- 
up. 

Dailey, who was recruited for the 
option, provides an added dimen- 
sion with his ability to run. “Any 
time you have a quarterback that can 
create on the move and allow you 
that opportunity to make those types 
of plays that you can’t normally 
have, I think it’s an added plus,” 
Callahan said. 

What will determine whether or 
not Dailey can keep the job he earned 
during the spring will be his passing, 
however, as well as his ability to read 
coverages and make split-second 
decisions regarding __ receivers. 
“That's tough,” said Callahan. “But 
he processes well.” 

The Cornhuskers struggled on 
offense last season. Among other 
things, they ranked 10th in the con- 
ference and 74th in the nation in 
scoring, averaging 24.8 points per 
game, the lowest since 1969. They 
ranked 83rd in total offense and 
114th in passing offense — out of 117 
Division I-A teams. 

Nebraska was forced to punt 68 
times and through Larson’s efforts, it 
led the conference in net punting, 
with a 40.1-yard average. Sam Koch 
is heir apparent to that responsibility. 

Lord was the focus of the offense 
last season, primarily his running. 
“Not everybody was touching the 
ball,” Dailey said. “This year, so 


many people are going to touch the 
ball it’s not even funny.” 

He is optimistic about the team’s 
potential. “We've got great athletes, 
quick personnel, all the things we 
need to go where we need to go,” he 
said. “We’re got great guys up front, 
great backs, great receivers, and our 
defense, man, is treacherous. [ don’t 
see anybody holding us back but 
us. 

Callahan doesn’t intend to hold 
them back while he is able to recruit 


players that fit his system. “A lot of 
seniors feel that they’re in their last 
year, (that) they’re in a transition and 
the coach is just waiting and biding 
his time until he gets ‘his’ so-called 
players in,” said Callahan. 

That isn’t the case. As he told his 
players, “the future is now.” 

New coach or not, there is no time 
to waste. “I’m a patient coach in a 
very impatient business,” he said. “I 
understand that expectation, and we 
look forward to it. It’s a challenge.” 


} PROJECTED 
“) 2004 FINISH: 


2004 SCHEDULE 


Western Illinois 
Southern Miss 
@Pittsburgh 
Kansas 
@Texas Tech 
Baylor 
@Kansas State 


Missouri (Homecoming) 


@lowa State 
@Oklahoma 
Colorado 


(Times are subject to change and are Central) 
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2003 RECORD: 10-3 


6 p.m. 
CONFERENCE RECORD: 5.3 


TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 


Scouting reports for 
other Big 12 schools 
begin on Page 78 
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‘Package deal’ works out well 
for Bullocks twins, Nebraska 


ad the decision been his 

alone, Daniel Bullocks 

might have chosen to 

play quarterback. He 

was, after all, Mr. 

Tennessee in football at 
Hixson High in Chattanooga, Tenn., 
and though he played on both sides 
of the ball, he was probably more 
impressive on offense. 

He was an option quarterback his 
final three seasons, rushing for 1,432 
yards and scoring 21 touchdowns as 
a senior. So when he arrived at 
Nebraska as a freshman, he was 
asked if he was interested in playing 
quarterback. He seemed a good fit in 
the Cornhuskers’ system. 

Good fit or not, he told then- 
Coach Frank Solich he didn’t want to 
play quarterback, that he preferred 
to play defensive back. “It was kind 
of clear-cut,” he said, “70-30.” 

Looking back, his preference for 
defense might not have been quite so 
dramatic. In fact, it might have been 
50-50, defense or offense, he said. 
What caused him to lean heavily 
toward defense was his twin brother 
Josh, who had his mind made up; he, 
Josh, was going to play defense. 

That meant Daniel would play 
defense, too. They decided before the 
recruiting process began that not 
only would they go to the same 
school — “as a package deal,” Josh 
said — but also they would play on 
the same side of the ball. Any school 
recruiting them had to accept those 
stipulations. 

Actually, Josh didn’t just decide 
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Daniel (left) and Josh Bullocks were part of Nebraska's 2001 recruiting class. 


By Mike 


they would play defense. He per- 
suaded Daniel that it would be best 
for both of them if they expected to 
play professionally after they fin- 
ished at Nebraska. 

“I was like, ‘Man, the defense 
makes more money.’ That’s what I 
told him. ‘If you’re going to play 
offense, you’ve got to look to the 
future, if you have the opportunity 
to go to the next level. If we want to 
be on the same side of the football, 
then we want to make the most 
money,’ ” Josh said. “So he (Daniel) 
was like, ‘All right.’ He never said 
he’d rather play offense. He proba- 
bly thought about it. But I was like, 
‘Yd rather have you on defense, 
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man.’ And he just kind of went by 
my word.” 

As it turns out,, the decision was 
right for both of them. Had Daniel 
picked offense instead of defense, 
and settled in as a quarterback, he 
would have found himself in a diffi- 
cult situation, what with the change 
from an option attack to Coach Bill 
Callahan’s pass-oriented West Coast 
offense. But that’s speculation about 
what might have been. The twins 
picked defense and they both have 
excelled. 

Josh, the starting free safety, 
earned All-America recognition 
from The Sporting News and was 
consensus first-team All-Big 12, 


Daniel (top) and Josh Bullocks (20) combine to tackle Texas A&M quarterback Reggie McNeal. 


intercepting a school- and confer- 
ence-record 10 passes. 

Daniel, who became the starting 
strong safety in the fourth game 
when Philip Bland’s career came to a 
premature end because of an ankle 
injury, earned all-conference honor- 
able mention from the coaches after 
leading the secondary in tackles with 
69 — the fourth highest total on the 
team. 

Josh drew a lot of attention 
because of the interceptions, and 


“I’m real proud of him,” said Daniel, 
who intercepted two passes. “I hope 
he can do it again this year. I tell him 
he can.” 

If their positions were reversed, if 
Daniel were the free safety, Josh said, 
“he has the ability to go out there and 
get 10 interceptions, just like I did. 
There’s no doubt in my mind he 
could do it. He had a great season, 
but he was pretty much overlooked 
due to the fact I had 10 interceptions. 
That brought a lot of attention to me 
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and took a lot of attention away from 
him, which was kind of hard.” 

Ultimately, however, it’s not 
about attention. “We just want to go 
out there and do what we can do, the 
best we can do,” said Josh. “Every 
day we go out there to get better, 
compete.” 

They compete with each other, in 
a good-natured, brotherly way. 

“If he gets a tackle then pretty 
much I’ve got to get a tackle, get an 


interception or some kind of 
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turnover to be back even. That's just 
the way it goes during the game,” Josh 
said. “If he makes a play, I've got to 
make one. If I don’t, I'm going to hear 
about it later on. That's how it is.” 

Last season, Josh would say he had 

more interceptions and Daniel would 
respond by saying he had more tack- 
les. Then “we would just start laugh- 
ing about it,” said Daniel. 
Playing on the same team, on the 
same side of the ball, is special. The 
Cornhuskers’ Titus Brothers, a red- 
shirted freshman cornerback, under- 
stands as well as anyone just how spe- 
cial it is. 

Brothers’ twin, Tory, plays safety at 
Tyler, Texas, Junior College. They 
grew up in Converse, Texas, playing 
together, “from Pop Warner all the 
way up to middle school and high 
school,” Titus said. “I don’t know if he 
thought about it, but | wanted to go to 
the same school he went to. I wanted 
to be together with him and tried to 
work it out. But certain things came 
up and we had to go our separate 
ways.” 

The Bullocks twins never consid- 
ered the possibility of playing at dif- 
ferent schools. “As far as my under- 
standing, I don’t think there was one 
school that wanted just one of us,” 
said Josh. Besides, any school that 
wasn’t interested in both of them 
would have been dropped from con- 
sideration. 

Also, they never considered the 
possibility of playing at any level 
except Division I-A. They used that as 
motivation throughout high school. 
Before each game, Josh said, they 
would talk about the future: “Look 
man, we’ve got to go out here and get 
this done. We've got to go out and 
make plays.” 

On offense, Josh made plays as a 
running back, taking handoffs from 
Daniel. And on defense, Josh made 
plays as a cornerback; Daniel was the 
free safety. 

But Daniel likes playing strong 
safety. “I love to hit people. That’s the 
appeal of football; you always want to 
hit someone,” he said. “I like coming 
up on the run and playing the pass, 
too.” 

And he doesn’t really miss playing 
quarterback, although “I would like to 
have the ball sometimes,” he said. “I 
miss it a little bit. But I’m happy with 
where I'm at.” 
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“Logical 


Choice’ 


Bo and Barrett Ruud are among five 
brother combinations on 2004 team 


o Ruud didn’t hesitate. 
When Nebraska offered a 
scholarship, he accepted. 
The offer came in June of 
2001, following his sopho- 
more year at Lincoln (Neb.) 
Southeast High, making his oral 
commitment the earliest in 
Cornhusker football history. 

Looking back, he might have 
“jumped the gun,” he said. “I kind of 
wish I had seen some other schools. 
But I was happy to get it.” Plus, he 
had a plan: Nebraska was the place 
for him. 

You could say it 
was a family thing. 
Ruud’s dad, Tom, 
played for the 
Cornhuskers from 
1972 to 1974, and, of 
course, his brother, 
Barrett, plays for 
them now. In addi- 
tion, two uncles, John Ruud and Bob 
Martin, and _— great-grandfather 
Clarence Swanson played football at 
Nebraska. 

But family ties had little to do 
with Bo Ruud’s decision. “It was 
more just growing up here,” he said. 
“IT always wanted to play college 
sports, either football or basketball.” 

And when he determined, about 
the same time, that football offered 
the best chance, Nebraska seemed 
the logical choice. “No one ever said, 
‘This is what you should do,’ ” he 
said. “I knew my dad played. Good 
for him. [ liked football on my own, 
and Nebraska was one of the top 
schools.” 

If the Cornhuskers hadn't been so 
successful, “it might have been dif- 
ferent,” he said. 

Also, it might have been different 
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if he had been hesitant to follow a 
successful older brother and have to 
deal with the constant comparisons 
likely to be made between the two. 

That wasn’t a factor in his deci- 
sion, however. He had already dealt 
with such comparisons throughout 
his high school career. Now “all the 
pressure is what I put on myself,” he 
said. 

Bo and Barrett are among five 
brother combinations on the 2004 
Cornhuskers. The others are Mike 
and Dan Erickson, Mark and Chris 
LeFlore, Chad and 
Clayton Sievers and 
twins Josh and 
Daniel Bullocks, 
Plus, others are fol- 
lowing older broth- 
ers, among them 
Andrew Shanle and 
Dan Burrow. 

Bo played one 
season with Barrett at Southeast 
High — they were linebackers on 
defense and played in the backfield 
on offense. After Dane Todd, another 
Cornhusker, was injured, Bo became 
the fullback, blocking for Barrett, the 
I-back. Bo weighed 185 pounds, 
Barrett 230. 

“We've done it before,” Barrett 
said of their playing on the same 
high school team. “It really was kind 
of the same thing back then. People 
would ask if it was a big deal because 
we had always played together, foot- 
ball, basketball or whatever. So it 
really never was a big deal.” 

Even so, playing together at 
Nebraska is special, “I think more 
than we really understand,” he said. 
“Once we're 30 or whatever, we’ll 
probably look back and figure it’s a 
pretty big deal.” @ 
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Bo Ruud 
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he incoming quarterbacks will have a difficult 
time supplanting Joe Dailey as the starter in 
fall camp, according to Cory Ross. It won’t be 
“a cakewalk,” the junior I-back said. “They 
have to learn a lot of stuff. It’s going to be hard 
for those new guys; it’s going to hit them pret- 
ty hard.” 

What Jordan Adams, Beau Davis and Joe Ganz will 
have to deal with, Dailey dealt with during the spring. He 
had to learn a lot ina short time and “he did a great job,” 
said Ross. 

Junior tight end Matt Herian agrees. “I think he did a 
real good job of taking leadership,” Herian said. “When 
he gets in the huddle, he knows what he's doing. He 
looks everybody in the eye.” 

If teammates have questions, Dailey answers with the 
authority of one who has studied the playbook tirelessly. 
He is confident, and that confidence “will help the whole 
huddle out,” Herian said, adding that when the quarter- 
back is confident, “the rest of the team is confident.” 

Dailey is driven to succeed and prepared to lead. 
About that there can be no doubt. He reads about mental 
preparation every day and speaks in aphorisms that 
underscore his drive to be the best at what he does. 
“Leaders are readers,” he says. “In order to be a leader, 
you've got to read, learn from people’s mistakes, pick up 
different ideas from great people, leaders of nations and 
huge armies.” 

Prior to spring practice, for example, he read the 
Chinese classic of military strategy “The Art of War” by 
Sun Tzu, who writes of preparing for battle “or any type 
of competition,” said Dailey. 

Whether or not he is successful in the fall will depend 
on his preparation during the summer. The outcome of 
his competition with the other quarterbacks is “all prede- 
termined,” he said. “It’s about the preparation you put 
into it on your own, the things you do before you step 
into that stadium. Your performance during two-a-days 
is a reflection of how hard you worked in the off-season.” 

That's true regardless of the number of those against 
whom he is competing. His approach would be the same 
if there were no other serious candidates for the job as 
starter. He is competing against himself rather than 
against the others at his position. “It’s about beating your 
shadow,” he said. 

Dailey’s season of experience isn’t what it would have 
been had Nebraska’s offense remained the same. He was 
recruited for an option offense, although he didn’t run 
the option at St. Peter’s Prep in Jersey City, NJ. But when 
he committed to former Coach Frank Solich — rescinding 
a commitment to Syracuse in the process — he did so 
with the understanding that the offense would be chang- 
ing some. 

He didn’t expect such a dramatic change, however. 
The distance between the East Coast, where he is from, 
and the West Coast, where the new offense is from, is fig- 
uratively appropriate. 

Dailey saw only limited action as Jammal Lord’s back- 
up, completing 9-of-14 passes for 117 yards and two 
touchdowns, with two interceptions, and rushing for 122 
yards in eight games. But given the situation, his playing 
experience is less important than the personal adjust- 
ments he was able to make. The first year of college is dif- 


Driven to Succeed 


Ar A Giance 
Personnel 
Joe Dailey 6-0, 205 So. 
Mike Stuntz 6-1, 205 Jr. 


6-5, 210 Jr. 
6-3, 205 RFr. 


Future 
6-3, 195 So. (Santee, Calif.) 
6-4, 185 Fr. (Venice, Calif.) 
6-3, 190 Fr. (Palos Heights, Ill.) 


Outlook 

Dailey took 90 percent of the snaps during the spring and 
established himself atop the depth chart going into fall 
camp. His experience, though limited, can’t be ignored. 
However, the newcomers will get a look, particularly Adams, 
a transfer from Grossmont College where he passed for 
1,300 yards and 13 touchdowns as a back-up. Coach Bill 
Callahan has described him as a “diamond in the rough.” 

Adams also played in a West Coast offense in high school 
and “seems to be the most groomed quarterback out of the 
incoming three, the most experienced,” said Callahan. 

Even though Callahan hasn't scratched any of the quar- 
terbacks from consideration, his comments have indicated 
it’s likely to come down to Dailey and Adams. “| think when- 
ever you have two great players ata position it just makes 
for really good competition,” he said. 

“| think if you would ask either one of them, I’m sure they 
would tell you that neither one of them is scared or worried 
about that aspect, They‘re going to do the best they can.” 

Although he is the shortest of the quarterbacks, Dailey 

“sees the field well,” Callahan said. “| always watch a quar- 
terback’s eye level. A lot of guys when they get in the pock- 
et, their eye level drops and they're looking for the check- 
down or they're looking for the easy answer. This guy keeps 
his eyes up. He can see the field. So | don’t see any problem 
with that, especially when we get into the shotgun.” 

After putting on a passing show in the spring game, com- 
pleting 29-of-49 passes for 241 yards and four touchdowns, 
Dailey said he wasn’t taking anything for granted. 

“I've got to earn my spot back next fall, just like everyone 
else here,” he said. 

When asked during the Big 12 coaches’ post-spring tele- 
conference about the quarterback situation, Callahan said, 
“If | had a crystal ball, | would let you know.” What he did 
know, however, was that he and quarterbacks coach Jay 
Norvell wouldn't settle on a starter until “after training 
camp.” 


Garth Glissman 
Zach Miller 


Jordan Adams 
Beau Davis 
Joe Ganz 


ficult for most students, and the newcomers will have to go 
through a transition period, though it will be a little differ- 
ent for Adams, probably, as a junior college transfer. 

He has been a college freshman already. But he will still 
have to deal with the social and academic changes at 
Nebraska in addition to the obvious athletic changes. And 
the first semester, when he will be learning Callahan’s 
offense, is typically the most difficult. 

As far as the offense is concerned, Dailey also had to 
start from scratch in the spring. “I think this was foreign to 
all of these kids,” said Callahan. “He had the knowledge, 
or he had the work ethic, and he had the intelligence to 
pour into his preparation, and that allowed him to per- 
form. 

“T just think that he continued to work hard. He didn’t 
know anything of it (the offense), but he was diligent at his 
preparation and he communicated quite a bit of it.” 

Regardless of the system, communication is a key, and 
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the tempo of Callahan's offense makes 
communication more difficult. Players 
are expected to break the huddle and 
line up quickly in order to allow time 
for the shifting and motion that keep 
the defense off-balance. 

“It’s pretty tough to communicate 
plays in a very short period of time 
and then process that, come to the line 
of scrimmage, read a coverage and 
make a pre-snap decision, have the 
ball snapped, go through the progres- 
sion, all within the realm of about 3 or 
4 seconds,” Callahan said. 

“That’s tough, but he processes 
well. Throughout the spring he 
improved that ability to anticipate 
because he understood more .. . and as 
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he learns more of it and it becomes 
second nature, he’ll be able to make 
those decisions much quicker, much 
faster in terms of anticipation.” 

Dailey expects to lead by example 
rather than by words. “I’m not a big 
believer in words,” he said. “I’m not 
full of enthusiastic compliments. I’m 
not going to compliment you for 
something I expect you to do. You 
don’t get credit for something you're 
expected to do. 

“So when I’m out there running in 
the morning (during winter condition- 
ing), I’m out there with everyone else 
and I’m sweating and huffing and 
puffing. You’re not going to get any 
compliments because we're all expect- 


ed to do it. I expect you to get through 
without my encouragement. I know 
when people can get through and 
when they can’t. I’m not saying I’m an 
expert. I just have a knack.” 

Dailey will correct teammates, how- 
ever, as evidenced during spring prac- 
tice. He accepts the quarterback’s 
responsibility to take charge in the 
huddle. “I think I do a good job of get- 
ting the play called, getting out there 
and delivering the ball, (getting) every- 
one doing what they’re supposed to 
do, operating the play,” he said. “You 
would have to ask the other guys 
about my command in the huddle.” 

Herian and Ross both give him two 
thumbs up on that count. 
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Confidence Grows 


ory Ross couldn’t have asked for a better 
debut. On his second career carry, third- 
down-and-14 near the end of the 2002 opener 
against Arizona State, he ran 34 yards for a 
touchdown. 

Though Nebraska had the game in hand, 
his run was greeted with the enthusiasm of 
those who remained in a Memorial Stadium crowd of 
77,779. Cornhusker fans typically respond to young play- 
ers, the ones in mop-up duty during blow-out victories. 
And he appreciated their cheers. 

Beyond the cheers, however, the touchdown showed 
he could respond when given an opportunity. Never 
mind that he had been the fourth I-back to see action. He 
was the youngest, a redshirted freshman, and needed to 
wait his turn. He understood that. But he felt as if he were 
in the mix. 

By mid-season, that feeling had begun to fade. 
Thunder Collins was off the team, but his place on the 
depth chart had been filled by freshman David Horne, 
who had been pulled from a redshirt. Ross started the 
sixth game against Missouri in a spread formation. But 
that was the end of his run. 

Less than healthy, he carried only five times in the 
final six games, all of them near the end of a 45-7 victory 
against Kansas. Following the Independence Bowl game, 
in which he didn’t play, he was discouraged enough to 
consider transferring, starting over at another school. 

He and Marques Simmons, also an I-back and his best 
friend on the team, had discussed it as the season wore 
on. When Simmons told Ross he was going to transfer to 
lowa, his home-state university, and start anew, Ross con- 
sidered his own situation and whether he should leave, 
too. 

“I'd like to say I was pretty close, but I don’t think I 
was,” he said. 

Simmons encouraged him to stay and “do his thing,” 
as did his coach at Thomas Jefferson High in Denver, Tim 
Cross. Cross told him he shouldn’t leave until he had 
“done everything possible.” 

That was the turning point. “I was down, getting sick 
of hearing I could be special if I did this or did that,” said 
Ross. “That kept coming at me, and finally, I was like, 
‘I'm going to do it.’ ” 

What he did, among other things, was get healthy and 
lose weight. When he arrived at Nebraska, he was listed 
at 5-foot-7, 190 pounds. His second year, he was listed an 
inch shorter and 15 pounds heavier. And in last season’s 
media guide, he remained 5-6 but was heavier still, at 215 
pounds. 

He played much lighter, however, around 200 pounds. 
He was quicker and faster, but also stronger from his 
work in the weight room. And by season's end, he was 
much more confident. 

His confidence grew from success, beginning against 
Kansas, off the bench, and concluding with a school- 
record 37 carries, for 138 yards and two touchdowns, in 
the Alamo Bowl game. He had climbed to the top of the 
depth chart, established himself as the No. 1 I-back. And 
then the system changed. 

The position is still referred to as “I-back.” But the 
responsibilities are different in Coach Bill Callahan’s West 
Coast offense. Ross recalls talking to running backs coach 
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At A Guance 
I-Back 
Personnel 
Cory Ross 5-6,200 Jr. 
David Horne 6-0,195 Jr. 
Tierre Green 6-0,195 RFr. 
Kade Pittman 5-11, 200 RFr. 
Future 
Brandon Jackson 6-0, 220 Fr. (Horn Lake, Miss.) 
Outlook 


Horne came on strong during the spring, showing the 
ability that enabled him to play as a true freshman, a fast 
start that gave way to a frustrating sophomore season in 
which his decline on the depth chart coincided with the rise 
of Ross. Horne carried only once, for minus-5 yards, in the 
final three games of 2002 and didn’t see action against 
Michigan State in the Alamo Bowl. 

Green, who has gained much-needed weight, was the talk 
of the spring early on because of what running backs coach 
Randy Jordan described as “extremely good burst.” But he 
dropped off by the Red-White game, and endured a frustrat- 
ing afternoon with the losing White team. 

Pittman earned praise from Coach Bill Callahan for his 
kickoff returns during the Spring Game and could figure in as 
a situational player as well as on special teams. 


Fullback 
Personnel 
Dane Todd 5-10, 235 So. 
Steve Kriewald 5-10, 245 Sr. 
Grant Miller 6-0,225 So. 
Outlook 


Kriewald has the most experience, carrying 19 times for 
99 yards and one touchdown last season. But Todd played 
well enough to be rewarded with a start for the Red team in 
the Spring Game. The fullbacks worked on receiving during 
the spring, but they will still be called on for heavy-duty 
blocking in short-yardage and goal-line situations. Callahan 
is partial to isolation plays. 

Callahan's first recruiting class didn’t include a fullback, 
but at some point in the future, though not necessarily this 
season, incoming freshman Michael Keenan might be used 
there on occasion, Callahan said. The 6-2, 220-pound Keenan, 
also a running back in high school, is listed at linebacker. 


Randy Jordan at the beginning of spring practice, and 
“he was like, ‘Oh, my God, these guys probably can’t 
catch a lick,’ ” said Ross. “We came here to run the ball. 
So we didn’t really use the backs in the passing game.” 

The I-backs and fullbacks combined for 12 receptions 
all of last season. Jordan “was so scared,” Ross said. “But 
I wasn’t because I knew I could catch. I knew David 
(Horne) and Tierre (Green) could catch because we prac- 
ticed catching, believe it or not. I’m pretty sure we sur- 
prised him.” 

That Ross could catch was no surprise, considering he 
played wide receiver as a high school junior. With senior 
Marcus Houston, who went to Colorado and then trans- 
ferred to Colorado State, at tailback, Ross agreed to move 
to wide receiver, returning to tailback for his senior sea- 
son. 

He was comfortable catching passes in the spring and 
earned praise from Callahan for his versatility. He is the 
“most complete guy that I’ve seen in a while at this 
level,” Callahan said. 
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The running backs immediately responded to their new 
position coach, according to Ross. Jordan not only played in 
the NFL, a significant plus, but he also is “young enough to 
relate to you,” said Ross, who has matched wits and reflex- 
es with Jordan on a PlayStation2 NFL video game. 

Jordan won the initial match-up “because he’s the 
coach,” Ross said. 

Jordan's relationship with his players doesn’t cloud his 
judgment in evaluating them, however. “He has it set up 
where he can show you everything you did, the whole 
spring,” said Ross. “He’d be up there until late night watch- 
ing film of practice, what you did good and what you did 
bad. 

“When you go up to talk to him, he has the list. He’s a 
people-person and a coach at the same time. He knows 
what he’s doing. He’s not just feeling it. You can tell what 
favoritism is and it’s not about favoritism; it’s about pro- 
duction, how you did. He makes you feel OK where you 
end up.” 

Ross ended up as the No. 1 I-back for the Spring Game. 
But the evaluation will continue in pre-season practice. 
Going into fall camp, I-back will be by “committee,” 
Callahan said. “What we're going to essentially do is try to 
find a starting I-back as we get closer to the first game. 

“It would be nice if you had one guy that could be a 25- 
to 30-carry guy a game, or more. If you don’t, there’s no rea- 
son why you couldn’t share that load in our philosophy. I 
think it’s healthy, at times, to create roles where your play- 
ers do what they do well, so whether we do it by personnel 
groupings, whether we do it by committee or we designate 
a particular back, we'll have to see how it goes.” 

Ross expects to be part of a multiple-backs system, and 
he would be comfortable with that. His goal in the spring 
was “to be one of those two or three guys,” he said. 


Scot Bruhn 


Running back coach Randy Jordan spent 9 years in the NFL. 
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he afternoon was overcast and cool, though 
that wasn’t necessarily the reason attendance 
was modest by recent standards. A crowd of 
22,415 watched the Red-White game in the 
spring of 2000, a 21-21 tie, the first stalemate 
since Nebraska’s first spring game on record in 
1950. 

Matt Herian, a high school sophomore, was among 
those 22,415. The Cornhuskers had invited him and sev- 
eral other high school prospects to the game. Most were 
juniors. 

Being one of just a couple of sophomores was “pretty 
cool,” said Herian, who doesn’t remember much about 
the intra-squad game itself except that “they didn’t throw 
49 times.” 

The junior tight end laughed. He didn’t have to 
remember the particulars to make such a statement, toss- 
ing out the number of Joe Dailey passes in this spring's 
Red-White game. 

Until January and the hiring of Coach Bill Callahan, 
one would have had to be a lot older than Herian, who 
was born in 1983, to remember a time when Nebraska 
passed more than it ran. 

In fact, the Cornhuskers’ passing yardage has exceed- 
ed their rushing yardage in only three seasons since 1946, 
as far back as such records go, occurring most recently in 
1972, when Coach Bob Devaney’s final team finished 
with just 5 yards more passing in 11 regular-season 
games. 

The greatest disparity was three seasons earlier, when 
Jerry Tagge and Van Brownson shared time at quarter- 
back and the team averaged 199.5 passing yards per 
game, compared to 172.3 rushing. 

And in 1948, Coach George “Potsy” Clark’s team aver- 
aged 22 passing yards per game more out of what was 
known as the “South Platte Spread.” Nebraska finished 2- 
8, however. 

But that is ancient history for a program in which dra- 
matic changes are occurring. And Herian, as much as 
anyone on offense, should benefit from those changes. 
Callahan's West Coast system requires a tight end who 
can get down the field, stretch it vertically. And Herian is 
such a player. 

As a true freshman he caught seven passes for 301 
yards, a remarkable 43-yards-per-catch average, and four 
touchdowns. And last season, even though defenses were 
aware of him, he tied for the team lead with 22 catches, 
for a team-high 484 yards and three touchdowns. So dur- 
ing his career a fourth of his catches have produced 
touchdowns, and he has averaged 27.1 yards per recep- 
tion. 

Even though the system would seem to be designed 
for him, Herian is uncomfortable with such talk, mostly 
out of modesty. Suggestions during the spring that the 
offense was perfect for him quickly wore thin. “At first I 
didn’t mind it,” he said. “But after a while it gets kind of 
old. 

“Hopefully, it does benefit me, and I think it will.” But 
it requires more than a talented tight end, the “H” or “Y” 
receiver in new terminology, and it doesn’t eliminate the 
need to block. “We'll get a chance on a few more (pass) 


“Still the Same’ 


At A GLANCE 
Y/H (Tight End) 
Personnel 
Matt Herian 6-5, 240 Jr. 
Dusty Keiser 6-3,250 Sr. 
J.B. Phillips 6-3, 250 RFr. 
Josh Mueller 6-5, 260 RFr. 
Andy Sand 6-2,230 RFr. 
Brian Hohlen 6-3, 235 REr. 
Sean Hill 6-3, 250 RFr. 
Future 


6-4, 230 Fr. (Elkhorn, Neb.) 
X (Wide Receiver) 


Clayton Sievers 


Ross Pilkington 6-0, 185 

Willie Amos 6-0, 190 ze 
Matt Schroeder 6-4,215 Jr. 
Ben Zajicek 6-0,220 Sr. 
Andy Birkel 6-2,185 So. 
Jack O’Holleran 5-10,210 Sr. 
Ronnie Smith 5-10, 165  RFr. 
Tyler Kenney 6-1,180 So. 

Z (Wide Receiver) 

Mark LeFlore 5-11, 190 

Isaiah Fluellen 6-0, 180 ae 
Grant Mulkey 5-11, 195 So. 
Kiffin Wigert 5-9,160 Sr. 
Dan Erickson 6-0,185 RFr. 
Joel Jackson 5-10,185 Sr. 

Future 


6-0,185 Fr. (Houston) 
6-3, 185 Fr. (Hutchinson, Minn.) 


Outlook 

The competition at wide receiver should be spirited dur- 
ing pre-season practice. Three months after getting the sig- 
natures of Nunn, Swift and Sievers, a tight end (H/Y in the 
new system), there was media speculation that Coach Bill 
Callahan could add as many as three junior college wide 
receivers, including Marque McCray of San Mateo, Calif. If 
all three meet transfer requirements, Nebraska will have as 
many as 18 wide receivers on the fall roster, and as many as 
eight tight ends. 

Such numbers are important in the West Coast offense, 
which requires much more route-running than the receivers 
have done in the past. The running is “taxing,” said 
Callahan. 

“| think if you would ask them, they would tell you 
they've got to get their legs in shape. They‘ve got to run. 
Their volume has to increase, and all those things, details at 
the position, have to improve.” 

Herian is a proven star, of course, and Pilkington has 
established himself as a reliable possession receiver. The 
Cornhuskers need someone to step up as a big-play threat. 
Fluellen, who missed the Red-White game because of a 
hamstring injury, Amos and LeFlore are candidates to do so. 

LeFlore came on strong in the spring, and Mulkey played 
well in the Red-White game. Red team quarterback Joe 
Dailey’s record-setting performance included completing 
passes to 11 different receivers, eight of them to running 
backs — who will increase the size of the receiving pool. 

Last season, the Cornhusker backs caught a combined 12 
passes for 87 yards. 


Terrence Nunn 
Nathan Swift 


“To be a successful team we've got to be able to run 


routes this year,” Herian said, “but it’s still the same posi- __ the ball. That’s still part of our game. We're going to run 
tion. the ball. It won’t be as much as in the past, but we'll run 
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it. If the chance is there, we’re going to 
run because it’s going to open the 
pass up a little bit. If we’re able to run, 
we're going to run.” 
He had to remind his parents of 
that following the spring game. They 
were surprised at the number of pass- 
es Dailey threw. “I was like, ‘Well, 1 
don’t think that’s how it’s going to be 
next year unless we're totally not able 
to run the ball or the pass is working 
that well,’ ” said Herian. 
The offensive plan will vary. “In 
each game it will be what we're suc- 
cessful at,” he said. 
Even so, it isn’t a stretch to imagine 
some school receiving records being 
broken, the season mark for catches 
by a tight end, for example, Johnny 
Mitchell’s 31 in 1991. And with two 
seasons to play, Herian could be bear- 
ing down on the career record for a 
tight end, Jerry List’s 61 (1970-72). 
The season record for receptions 
overall — 55 by Johnny Rodgers in 
1972 — will be more challenging but 
probably not out of reach for some- 
one, and even Rodgers’ career records 
of 143 catches for 2,479 yards and 25 
touchdowns could be in jeopardy in 
the not-too-distant future if the 
offense takes off. 
Growing up in Pierce, Neb., Herian 
never imagined such an offense at 
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Nebraska, just as he never imagined 
playing for the Cornhuskers until the 
visit to the 2000 spring game. By then 
he had settled on football, although 
his basketball skills would attract 
recruiting attention, too. 

“I think football was my first love,” 
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Isaiah Fluellen, a starter the last four games, showed his running ability with 12 car- 
ries for 120 yards, including a 39-yard touchdown against lowa State. 


he said. 

He watched NFL games on televi- 
sion and went to high school games 
with his parents, to watch his cousins 
play. When he was younger, he want- 
ed to play with friends behind the 
stands, “but my dad always made me 


watch the games,” he said. “I don’t 
know if he had to pay for me to get in, 
but he got his money’s worth. I saw 
my friends back there, but he would- 
n’t let me go back and play.” 

In retrospect, “I think it kind of 
helped to watch the games,” he said. 

His interest in football was comple- 
mented by his size and athleticism. 

Though he “swept through posi- 
tions” in youth leagues and would 
have liked to play quarterback when 
he got to junior high, he was put at 
fullback and then tight end because of 
his height and his ability to catch the 


ball. 

He excelled in track and field as 
well as in basketball. His senior year 
he finished second in Class B in the 
shot put and third in the 100 meters at 
the state track and field champi- 
onships. 

By then it was apparent that his 
athletic future was football. The 
University of Nebraska-Kearney was 
the first to send him a recruiting letter, 
but the Cornhuskers followed soon 
after, inviting him to the 2000 spring 
game. “I kind of thought maybe I 
could play at this level,” he said. 


Being one of only a couple of soph- 
omores at the game “meant a lot to 
me,” said Herian. “It opened my eyes. 
I realized I had a chance to live out my 
dream.” 

What he couldn’t have realized 
was that the dream would include, for 
him, a dream offense, one in which 
the pass was a much more prominent 
part than it had been that April day. 

The record shows the quarterbacks 
on both teams combined to throw 27 
passes. Dailey threw that many dur- 
ing the first half of this year’s Red- 
White game — plus 10. 
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he altercations stood out in the confined space 
inside Cook Pavilion, during a practice packed 
with visitors in the spring. Each involved 
Richie Incognito and a defensive teammate, 
first Chad Sievers and then Le Kevin Smith, 
with coaches quickly separating the antago- 
nists. 

Such incidents, involving Incognito or anyone else, 
were hardly epidemic in the spring. A certain amount of 
post-whistle pushing and shoving and_ occasional 
fisticuffs is to be expected in the emotionally charged, 
physical contact of a football practice. Still, that doesn’t 
make it acceptable. 

There is a point at which “you've got to pull off,” said 
Coach Bill Callahan, who refers to the point as “the fin- 
ishing line” and notes that it can be “very fine in foot- 
ball,” extending only to the echo of an official’s whistle. 
To cross the line, to continue past the whistle, can’t be tol- 
erated. 

The best players push to the line’s limit, continue until 
the last possible instant. Incognito is such a player, which 
is why the coaches picked him to receive the spring prac- 
tice Finisher Award. The junior center “goes as hard as he 
physically can, from snap to whistle,” Callahan said. “He 
plays throughout the course of a series, a quarter, a game, 
(and) he’s going to give you his best effort.” 

Incognito, a two-year starter at offensive left tackle 
and a first-team all-conference selection last season, “is 
going to go hard,” said Callahan. “He’s physically going 
to try to finish his block and give everything he’s got to 
work his man or to win his block. So that’s impressive. 

“When you have that type of energy and you have that 
type of finishing, it’s contagious. It makes other guys 
want to work hard and finish just as hard and be as 
dynamic as Richie is.” 

Incognito’s tenacity and athletic ability made him a 
logical successor to Josh Sewell at center, so soon after 
being hired as offensive line coach, Dennis Wagner talked 
to him about changing. 

“Our center is crucial, making all the calls and as the 
leader of the group, he’s got to kind of set the tempo for 
the rest of the guys,” Wagner said. “He’s the man for that 
spot.” 

The move wasn’t an experiment. No way was he mov- 
ing back to tackle. 

Incognito, who readily agreed to the position switch, 
didn’t have to start from scratch. He played center during 
his redshirt season and he probably would have played 
center last season if Sewell hadn’t emerged the previous 
spring. “I’d say based on my height and my size I’m more 
of a natural center,” Incognito said. “But I'll play any- 
where on the offensive line. [t doesn’t matter.” 

Darren DeLone, who roomed with Incognito in the 
spring, confirms that. “When I came out here, he told me 
he wanted to play center, that that’s what he liked to 
play,” said DeLone, a junior college transfer who had 
climbed to the top of the depth chart at left tackle by the 
Spring Game. 

“Richie’s an outstanding football player. He can play 
any position.” 

He also understands the game and can communicate 
that understanding, according to DeLone, who regularly 
consulted his roommate and linemate during the spring. 


‘Natural Center’ 


Ar A Giance 

Personnel 
Richie Incognito 6-3,290 Jr. 
Jake Andersen 6-1,295 ‘Sr 
Brandon Koch 6-3, 300 Jr. 
Seppo Evwaraye 6-5,300 Jr. 
Darren DeLone 6-5,310 Sr. 
Mike Erickson 6-4, 300 Sr. 
Kurt Mann 6-3,285 So. 
Nick Povendo 6-3, 300 Sr. 
Jared Helming 6-3,300 Jr. 
Gary Pike 6-4,320 Jr. 
Greg Austin 6-1,285 So. 
Brett Byford 6-3,290 RF. 
Chris Patrick 6-5, 265 RFr. 
Cory Timm 6-4,320 So. 
Newton Lingenfelter 6-6,270 So. 
Derric Werner 6-5,275 So. 

Future 


Andy Christensen 6-3, 275 Fr. (Bennington, Neb.) 


Mike Huff 6-5, 305 Fr. (Ralston, Neb.) 
Lydon Murtha 6-8, 305 Fr. (Hutchinson, Minn.) 
Danny Muy 6-4, 270 Fr. (Tallahassee, Fla.) 


6-6, 300 Jr. (Honolulu, Hawaii) 


Outlook 

After much shuffling during the spring, the picture began 
to come into focus, with two-year starter Incognito the foun- 
dation after moving from left tackle to center. “The bodies are 
there; we’ve just got to put the puzzle together,” said offen- 
sive line coach Dennis Wagner. 

Among Wagner's jobs was selling players on the impor- 
tance of versatility, being able to play more than one of the 
interior positions. “If you're a guard, you've got to play tack- 
le. If you're a tackle, you've got to play guard. And we've got 
some guards that have got to play center,” he said. 

The need for versatility is a result of an approach in which 
the five best available linemen are on the field at any given 
time. “So if the left tackle goes down, it doesn’t mean on the 
depth chart you go to the next left tackle; you go to the next 
best lineman. When five goes down, six has got to play,” 
Wagner said. As a result, Erickson, a two-year starter at left 
guard, also played tackle in the spring. 

Andersen, Koch, Evwaraye and DeLone climbed to the top 
of the depth chart, around Incognito, with Erickson, Mann, 
Povendo, Helming and Pike in the mix. Evwaraye concentrat- 
ed on right tackle, after moving from defense, but could play 
left tackle as well. Mann divided practice time between tack- 
le and center, where he will be Incognito’s top back-up going 
into pre-season camp. 

During winter conditioning, the linemen were asked to 
trim down “so they were a little bit more athletic,” said 
Wagner. Evwaraye dropped 20 pounds, DeLone 15 and 
Incognito 10. “Now we don’t want them to gain all of the 
weight back, but we want them to get stronger.” The sum- 
mer conditioning program will be critical in achieving that. 

Thomas, a transfer from San Francisco City College, could 
have an immediate impact at left tackle and one or two of the 
incoming freshmen will have an opportunity to play without 
redshirting. “Nebraska has a history of having some great 
true freshmen who came in here and played,” Wagner said. 

“lf that guy's that caliber of player, we won't be afraid to 
play him. But in the same sense, if he’s just getting sparing 
time, we're better to redshirt him and play with the guys we 
have here.” 


Cornelius Thomas 


“Richie has a lot of knowledge to be so young,” 


DeLone said. “I talked to him all the time. He's like my 
brother.” 
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Even though Incognito has yet to 
snap the ball in a game, he was includ- 
ed on the pre-season watch list for the 
Rimington Award as the nation’s top 
collegiate center. 

Former Cornhusker Dominic 
Raiola, the first recipient of the award 
in 2000, also began at another posi- 
tion, playing guard as a redshirted 
freshman in 1998. He started the final 
two games that season, becoming only 
the second freshman in the modern 
era to start in the offensive line. 

Rob Zatechka was the first, in 1991. 
Incognito was the third. 

Raiola, who left as a second-round 
NFL draft choice following his junior 
season, was Nebraska’s most recent 
All-America center, a tradition that 
dates to 1932 and Lawrence Ely. 
Between Ely and Raiola, 10 other 
Cornhusker centers have earned All- 
America recognition, including three 
who were honored twice: Rik Bonness 
(1974-75), Dave Rimington (1981-82) 
and Jake Young (1988-89). 

Nebraska’s center tradition “is 
huge to me,” said Incognito. 

His predecessors were finishers, 
high-energy players like he is. If 
Incognito ordinarily has 20 gears, “he 
has 30” when he plays in a game, said 
DeLone. “It’s crazy just to sit back and 
watch him play, unbelievable. He 
dominates whoever is in front of 
him.” 

Incognito’s aggressiveness, proper- 
ly channeled, is a definite plus at cen- 
ter, according to Wagner. “You start 
every play so you should be the first 
man onto your block,” Wagner said. 
“That's just another reason to put him 
there, because of his quickness and 
aggressiveness.” 

Incognito in the middle “gives you 
the inside push you look for in the 
running game,” said Callahan. He 
“improves our ability to run the zone- 
type oriented plays that we feature.” 

On offense “you build your team 


‘ 
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Center Richie Incognito (left) and guard Brandon Koch double-team a White team 
defensive player in the Spring Game. 


from inside out,” Callahan said. “You 
build your battery with a center and 
quarterback. Then you've got to have 
a solid left tackle and you've got to 
work the big three. You've got to have 
the wide receiver and the I-back,” in 
addition to the quarterback. 
Incognito’s battery is always 
charged, and he provides leadership 
for the line by setting the tone with his 
aggressive play. “Being around him, 
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his demeanor and knowing how he 
portrays himself in game situations, 
he’s an animal,” DeLone said, intend- 
ing the comparison in a complimenta- 
ry way. “That’s what I want to be like. 
That’s what I’m going to be like. I’m 
going to be an animal out there.” 

There has to be control, however. 
The post-whistle shenanighans, what 
Callahan refers to as “the instiga- 
tions,” aren’t acceptable. 


Doing His Job 


he motivational technique is time-tested, old 
school really, reminding an athlete that he is 
playing not just for himself but for others, 
including his teammates and his family. 

Le Kevin Smith responds to such 
reminders for reasons both practical and per- 
sonal. 

In most team sports, and football in particular, “it’s 
huge to depend on the dude next to you,” the junior 
defensive tackle said. Linemen depend on each other, 
and the linebackers and defensive backs depend on the 
linemen. “It’s a huge dependence on everybody doing 
their job.” 

Those who depend on Smith aren’t all at Memorial 
Stadium on game day, however. Some are as far away as 
Georgia: two young brothers and a sister, his mom and 
his grandmother. 

When he takes the field, he is playing for them, deter- 
mined to not let them down. For their sake, he cannot 
fail. 

“T want them to have someone to look up to and be 
like,” he said. “I think about playing for those guys all 
the time” 

He is driven by more than a desire to be a role model 
for his siblings and those who raised him, however. “I'm 
not out here trying to go to school just to take up time,” 
he said. “I’m here trying to establish a career because this 
is the quickest way I know how to become successful.” 

That success can be achieved in two ways. He can 
play at the next level, a realistic goal it would seem if he 
continues to develop as he has. And he can use the 
degree in construction management toward which he is 
working, also a realistic goal considering he made the 
Big 12 Commissioner’s Academic Honor Roll in the 
spring semester of 2003. Then “I can go back home and 
help out,” he said. 

Such goals indicate a marked shift in attitude since his 
pre-teen years. Not all that long ago, Smith figured his 
education and athletic participation would both be fin- 
ished by now. He didn’t envision earning a football 
scholarship and without that, he wouldn't have gone to 
college. 

“I thought I would play high school football, do that 
for a little while, get out of school and go work at Burger 
King,” he said. “That was as far as I was seeing it.” 

Imagining his vision was ever so limited is difficult. 
Smith is out-going and articulate, qualities that endear 
him to beat reporters constantly looking for insight and 
non-cliché opinion. Leadership seems a personality trait, 
something he has heard more than once. 

“But I’ve never been a person that set out to take con- 
trol,” he said. “I just do my thing. People choose to fol- 
low me doing my thing. I tell it like it is. I step up. I do 
my job, tell you how I feel and that’s about it. I guess a 
lot of people like that. I don’t know where it comes 
from.” 

Pressed on the matter, however, he can offer a time 
frame for the beginning of his forthright and assertive 
behavior. He was junior high age, seventh or maybe 
eighth grade. Before then, “I used to always get in trou- 
ble, tell a lot of lies,” he said. But “things weren’t going 
the way I wanted them to go, so | decided to make a 
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At A Giance 
Defensive Tackle 
Personnel 
Le Kevin Smith 6-2, 310 Jr. 
Titus Adams 6-3, 285 Jr. 
Brandon Teamer 6-5, 280 So. 
Brandon Greeson 6-3, 290 So. 
Matt O’Shea 6-0,285 Jr. 
Nathan Krug 6-4,275 = Jr 
Chris Bryant 6-3,270 So. 
Outlook 


As a group, the tackles aren't big. Smith is the only one at 
300 pounds or more. He is being counted on to replace Ryon 
Bingham at nose tackle. “He was the cornerstone,” said 
Smith, who has come back from two knee injuries to be an 
all-conference-quality talent, with quickness and mobility. 

The versatile Adams was a back-up defensive end last 
season, moving inside in passing situations, while Teamer, 
who was hampered by turf toe in the spring, played as a true 
freshman. If a back-up for Smith doesn’t emerge during fall 
camp, Teamer will be used at both inside positions. 

“My concern is more depth there,” defensive line coach 
John Blake said. 


Defensive End 


Personnel 
Adam Carriker 6-6, 270 So. 
Jay Moore 6-4,260 So. 
Benard Thomas 6-4, 265 Sr. 
Wali Muhammad 6-1, 245 Jr. 
Jeff McBride 6-4, 255 Sr. 


6-2,235 — RF r. 
6-1,235 —RFr. 


Andy Poulosky 
Thomas Rice 


Trevor Neemann 6-2, 235 RFr. 
Kevin Luhrs 6-1, 235 RFr. 
Chase Anderson 6-1, 225 So. 
Future 
Adam Blankenship 6-3, 230 Fr. (Tulsa, Okla.) 
Ty Steinkuhler 6-3, 235 — Fr. (Lincoln, Neb.) 
Outlook 


Carriker, who was hampered by an ankle injury most of 
last season, figures to be a force on the outside, as a run- 
stopper as well as a pass rusher, replacing Trevor Johnson. 
Moore also had a good spring and pushed Thomas, the 
returning starter on the other side. Add Muhammad, who 
had 22 sacks in his one season in junior college and “I've got 
four really good athletes” at end, Blake said. 

“They're got great strength, good motors. They've got 
the prototype size you need. Wali’s a little short one, but the 
rest of them are good-sized guys.” 

All four could be on the field at the same time in the nick- 
el package, with Carriker and Thomas moving inside. “We 
want to bring it to them,” Carriker said of opposing offenses. 
“We don’t want to let them dictate what we're going to do. 
We want to make them react to what we’re doing.” 


change in my life. I sat down one day and decided, ‘Hey, 
I’ve got to make a change, speak the truth on everything 
and just do my job.’ ” 

To think such a dramatic change in attitude could 
come about so simply seems a stretch. Nevertheless, 
Smith remembers it happening that way, that the initia- 
tive to change was his. 

His high school football coach, Rodney Collins, 
helped facilitate the change, playing “the father role a lit- 
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Defensive line coach John Blake is look- 
ing for more depth at the tackle posi- 
tions. 


tle bit” and disciplining him when 
discipline was warranted. “That was 
huge,” said Smith. 

Nebraska coaches have talked to 
him about taking a leadership role, as 
one of six returning starters on 
defense, including another up front, 
senior end Benard Thomas. Smith 
understands the importance of such 
leadership in a new system that will 
enable the defensive line to make 
more plays. 

Defensive line coach John Blake is 
“big on coming off the ball, attacking, 
getting up field,” said Smith. “So 
we'll be more of an aggressive front 
... read, react and run to the ball. Our 
idea of a good game is for us to call 
maybe five blitzes and the front just 
does everything else.” 

Coach Bill Callahan came away 
The Next Stage.® from the Spring Game “impressed” 
with the front four. “They’re so good 
at what they do against the run,” he 
said. “And we didn’t cut them loose. 
To not have their pressure systems up 
was tough because that’s where they 
really excel.” 


e Granted, there was a significant 
disparity in the talent of the teams in 
e the Spring Game. But the No. 1 


defense limited the White team to 
minus-59 yards rushing, despite the 
restrictions. 


In order to play Blake’s way, the 

eC U re defensive linemen will have to be in 
® shape. And they’ll have to rotate, 

which meant a goal during the spring 
was to identify at least four ends and 
four tackles. Blake settled on four 

tron ends. But he’ll still be looking for 
@ someone to join Smith, Titus Adams 

and Brandon Teamer at tackle in pre- 

season practice. Otherwise, Teamer 


e will have to back up both inside posi- 
tions. 
i Nn ce e Being able to “roll guys,” rotate 
= them, is critical. “If we can get to 
where we can do that, it’s going to be 
nice,” Smith said. “I want to be the 
guy, but I know there’s no way I can 
physically play the entire game, every 
snap, and be able to go in there and 
do my job in the fourth quarter.” 
When the fourth quarter comes 
and the game is on the line, the rota- 
tion stops. Smith wants to be — or 
more to the point expects to be — “the 
guy Coach counts on.” 
Smith wants Blake on the list of 
those who depend on him. 


He doesn’t consider such depend- 
© 2002 Wells Fargo Bank Nebraska,N.A wellsfargo.com Member FDIC ence pressure. It is motivation. 
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Tackling Golf 


f he could putt, Barrett Ruud said, he could prob- 
ably play golf on the professional tour. 

“I three-putt way too much,” he said. 

The senior middle linebacker was kidding, of 
course, not about the putting — that is a problem 
— but about playing as a tour professional. “I’m 
not that good,” he said with a laugh. 

He’s no hacker, though. By the end of last summer, 
after playing the course at the Country Club of Lincoln 
whenever he had the chance, he estimated his handicap 
to be 6 or 7. 

Golf became a diversion from schoolwork and from 
the year-around demands of major college athletics. 
Between classes and conditioning, he and long-time 
friend and high school teammate Jake Muhleisen, a 
Cornhusker basketball player, headed across town to 
play golf. 

Ruud played a lot of golf as a youngster, regularly 
competing in tournaments. In high school, however, he 
set aside the sport for the most part, focusing on basket- 
ball and football. 

Last summer, his interest in golf was resurrected, and 
though he played to relax, he took it seriously enough 
than when he did poorly, he went to the driving range to 
resolve the problems. His strength was driving and he 
hit his irons “pretty well, too. But I couldn’t putt at all,” 
he said. 

That's no surprise, really. The finesse required in put- 
ting isn’t a quality usually associated with 6-foot-2, 240- 
pound linebackers. Ruud has been involved with 289 
tackles during his Cornhusker career, and it’s reasonable 
to assume that he has never finessed a ball carrier to the 
ground, 

Last season, he broke the school record with 149 tack- 
les, and barring something unforeseen, such as an injury, 
he will break the school career record this season. The 
342 tackles with which linebacker Jerry Murtaugh was 
credited from 1968 to 1970 are only 53 more than Ruud’s 
total. 

Such numbers and records don’t mean much to Ruud 
right now. Someday, maybe, but “I’m always so busy, I 
don’t really have time to sit and think about that stuff,” 
he said. 

Ruud’s thoughts are on his final collegiate season and 
adjusting to a third defensive system in as many years. 
He played two seasons in a defense coordinated by Craig 
Bohl, who also was his position coach. Last season, he 
played for a defense coordinated by Bo Pelini, with 
Jimmy Williams as his position coach. And now he is 
playing for Kevin Cosgrove, the coordinator as well as 
his position coach. 

Having gone through significant change once already, 
the problems adjusting to Cosgrove’s defense during the 
spring were minimal, according to Ruud. “The only time 
it’s frustrating is last year you had defenses you liked 
that we're not doing this year, that you wish we’d do 
again,” he said. 

On the other hand, “there are a few defenses this year 
that I like that we didn’t have last year. So it works both 
ways. You get a chance to learn different defenses. It ben- 
efits you, I think.” 
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Ar A Guance 


Personnel 
Mike 
Barrett Ruud 6-2,240 Sr. 
Ira Cooper 6-2,225 Sr. 
Corey McKeon 6-1,215  RFr. 
Mitch Reeves 6-3, 230 So. 
Will 
Chad Sievers 6-3,230 Sr. 
Mark Brungardt 6-2,225 So. 
Andy Kadavy 5-11,225 So. 
Sam 
Stewart Bradley 6-4,240 So. 
Bo Ruud 6-3,215 REFr. 
Adam Ickes 6-2,215 Jr. 
Future 


6-1, 220 Fr. (Overland Park, Kan.) 
6-2, 220 Fr. (Kansas City, Mo.) 


Outlook 

Barrett Ruud is the foundation of the linebacking corps, 
as well as the only returning starter. He “continues to be 
the leader of that group,” Coach Bill Callahan said in the 
spring. 

With little or no rotation in last year’s system, the likely 
replacements for Demorrio Williams and T.J. Hollowell, 
Sievers and Bradley, are inexperienced, although Sievers 
did see considerable action as a back-up to Ruud in the 
middle two seasons ago, before being sidelined by a knee 
injury. 

Sievers is more comfortable at the Will position, as the 
spring showed. Likewise, Bradley is more comfortable at 
the Sam spot, after moving from defensive end. “I just 
think my body type fits better for the linebacker spot than 
a rush end,” said Bradley, a special-teams contributor last 
season. “I'm not the prototypical rush end, really. | don’t 
have that weight, the bulk.” 

He and Sievers are bigger than Williams and Hollowell, 
though not as fast. The defense certainly won't be able to 
do some of the things the versatile Williams allowed it to 
do. 

Though he has played primarily on special teams, 
Cooper has had experience at all three linebacker posi- 
tions, a positive. Brungardt also has contributed on special 
teams. Bo Ruud still needs to put on some weight. When 
he does, he could find himself lining up alongside his 
brother. 

Newcomers Brandenburgh and Keenan are highly 
regarded and will get a look in fall camp. 


Lance Brandenburgh 
Michael Keenan 


Ruud benefited from Pelini’s system, which included 
his lining up a little farther from the line of scrimmage, 
allowing him to move from sideline to sideline and 
make plays; the defense revolved around the lineback- 
ers. In addition to the 149 tackles, Ruud had 14 tackles 
for losses and 11 quarterback hurries. He forced four 
fumbles, recovered three fumbles and scored two 
touchdowns, on a 15-yard fumble return against 
Oklahoma State and a 27-yard interception return 
against Texas A&M. 

He earned a place on the Associated Press All-Big 12 
second team — he was on the coaches’ third team — 
and he is among the top returning linebackers in the 
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conference, if not the country. 
Coach Bill Callahan calls him a 
“production player” and a leader 
of the Blackshirts. 

The terminology is different, 
but Cosgrove’s defense is similar 
to Pelini’s, Ruud said, although “I 
guess I would say I don’t have as 
much responsibility in pass cover- 
age. It’s more man-to-man (cover- 
age) and short zones. So I had 
tougher assignments last year, 
covering zones.” 

Nebraska will still mix zones 
with the predominant man-to- 
man coverage to keep the offense 
off-balance, but last season “it 
was more difficult for me because 
we did a lot of stuff where I'd just 
take a certain guy, like take a tight 
end so the corners could double 
up,” he said. 

The worst part of having to 
change each of the past two sea- 
sons has been the constant ques- 
tioning. “I was kind of sick of that 
whole thing,” said Ruud. “People 
would ask me what's going on, 
and I'd have no idea. It’s hard to 
rE move on when people are asking 


Nebraska's No. 1 linebackers in the spring were (from left) Chad Sievers, Stewart you about it and giving their 
Bradley and Barrett Ruud. opinions. I’ve always enjoyed the 
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Uy HOIS, 


04 Cuan Sievers — 


Will Linebacker 
6-3/230 
Sr./Two Letters 


Valley, Neb. 
Sievers has been the top backup 
at Mike linebacker each of the 
past two seasons. He also has 
heen a key performer on special 
teams. Last season, he had 14 
tackles, including seven solos. 


football part, but there have definitely 
been things that have been frustrat- 
ing.” 

Golf provided an escape from such 
things last summer, and it will again. 

When he and Muhleisen have a 
break between classes and off-season 
workouts, they plan to head to the 
Country Club. 

Ruud considers himself the better 
golfer of the two. Muhleisen is “too 
wild with his driver” on the tight 
Country Club course, Ruud said. “He 


Check Design: UN 01 


° 3458!" 
“) 


200 Wallet Checks or 
150 Duplicate Checks 


4 


JOHN M. ANDERSON 
1 MARY M. ANDERSON 


HN 
4 MARY M ANDERSON 


$4 7 50- Reg 


95 - National 


UNL 02 


Address Labels 
120 ct. —- $11.00 


17 Mark BRUNGARDT 


Will Linebacker 
6-2/225 
$o./One Letter 
Norfolk, Neb. 


Brungardt, a key contributor on 
special teams, played in all 13 
games as a redshirt freshman, 
finishing with seven tackles, 
including five solo stops. He was 
listed No. 2 at Will in the spring. 


can’t hit it straight at all. He puts a lot 
out (of bounds).” 

As a result, motorists on South 
27th Street, which runs along the 
course, should beware, said Ruud, 
either that or Muhleisen “should hit 
his 5-iron” instead of a driver off the 
tees. 

Ruud usually hits his driver long 
and in play, on the way to reaching 
greens in regulation. But his putting 
is often what you might expect from a 
middle linebacker. 
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Team Comes First 


ornell McPherson will welcome Cortney 
Grixby’s arrival. The recruit about whom 
Coach Bill Callahan talked most on letter-of- 
intent signing day “can probably step up and 
play” as a true freshman, McPherson said. He 
will “probably make good things happen for 
our team.” 

The team comes first for McPherson, so he would be 
quick to accept anyone who can help out. Beyond that, 
however, he and Grixby have some things in common. 
For one, both are graduates of Omaha (Neb.) Central 
High School. And for another, both are listed at 5-foot-9. 
So if Grixby plays cornerback, which it appears he will, 
then McPherson won't be the shortest by himself. 

To understand what that might mean, consider a tele- 
vision reporter’s question on letter-of-intent signing day 
regarding Grixby’s height. Skepticism in the question's 
tone prompted Callahan to respond with a reference to 
Phillip Buchanon, a cornerback for his Oakland Raiders. 

Buchanon, a regular last season, was a first-round 
draft pick out of Miami in 2002, Callahan said, and he 
“was 5-9, too. So if you can play, it doesn’t matter what 
your size is.” 

Actually, the Raiders list Buchanon at 5-10. But 
Callahan's point is easily made. Of 118 cornerbacks list- 
ed on NFL.com, 49 are 5-10 or shorter, including nine- 
year New York Jets veteran Ray Mickens, one of four list- 
ed at 5-8. The others at 5-8 are Rashaud Bauman, Tyrone 
Carter and Tim Wansley. 

McPherson has proved he can play, as a corner and 
nickel back. He was the No. 1 nickel last season, earning 
a Blackshirt, and he has played in 38 games over three 
seasons, including nine as a starter. He also has proved 
his toughness, playing through a shoulder problem as a 
sophomore. 

Such toughness is essential. New secondary coach 
Phil Elmassian, “Coach E,” wants his corners to be phys- 
ical, telling them they’ve “got to be able to step up and 
stop the run,” McPherson said. “I’m ready for it. I’m 
always willing to go up and hit somebody; that’s not a 
problem.” 

Given his 5-9 and 180 pounds, he is at a size disad- 
vantage more often than not against those he must bring 
down. But the disadvantage diminishes with proper 
tackling fundamentals. 

“You don’t have to be the strongest guy out there,” he 
said. “As long as you have the right technique, you can 
bring anybody down. You've got to tackle the guy right. 
Otherwise, he’s just going to break through your tackles. 
You can’t arm tackle, try and dive, grab somebody’s 
ankles.” 

He learned that in high school “I’ve always been a 
good open-field tackler,” he said. “I always had the sense 
of urgency to get a good wrap-up on the guy. When I 
come up, I kind of mimic what he’s trying to do. If he’s 
trying to shake me, I give a little juke to try and get ready 
to breakdown.” 

McPherson understands ball carriers from first-hand 
experience. His senior year at Central he played running 
back, rushing for 1,043 yards, with a 13-yards-per-carry 
average and 15 touchdowns. 
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Ar A Giancr 
_ Personnel 
Cornerback 
Fabian Washington 5-11,180 Jr. 
Lornell McPherson 5-9,180 Jr. 
Kellen Huston 5-11,195 Sr. 
Donald DeFrand 6-0, 170 Jr. 


Titus Brothers 
Chris LeFlore 


5-11,190 RFF. 
5-10,195 Fr. 


Cole Biodrowski 5-11, 175 Jr. 
Joey Robison 5-9, 170 Jr. 
Free Safety 
Josh Bullocks 6-0, 205 Jr. 
Andrew Shanle 6-1, 205 So. 
Dan Burrow 5-10, 185 Sr. 
Ben Eisenhart 5-11, 185 RFr. 
Tyler Fisher 5-11, 195 JG 
Strong Safety 
Daniel Bullocks Pe 16-1;205.— Je 
Shane Siegel 6-2, 220 Jr. 
Blake Tiedtke 5-10, 190 Jr. 
Brandon Rigoni 5-6, 180 So. 
Future 
Cortney Grixby 5-9,160 Fr. (Omaha, Neb.) 


6-0, 200 
Outlook 

Depth is enough of a concern that Coach Bill Callahan 
addressed it on letter-of-intent signing day. “The defensive 
backfield, in my opinion, is a little short,” he said. As a 
result, Grixby seems certain to play without redshirting, 
and Callahan indicated that Panico might end up in the 
secondary. 

The starters are solid, if not outstanding, with 
McPherson replacing Pat Ricketts as the starter at right cor- 
nerback. Washington, an all-conference candidate, has 
been a starter since he was a true freshman and led the 
team in pass break-ups with 10 a year ago, in addition to 
intercepting four passes. Huston, who has played mostly 
on special teams, had a good spring and goes into fall 
camp as the No. 1 nickel back. : 

The Bullocks twins are what Callahan calls “production 
players.” Offensive coordinator Jay Norvell said they are 
as good as he has “been around” at the collegiate level. 
Josh earned All-America recognition after intercepting a 
school-record 10 passes. He also broke up seven passes, 
had five quarterback hurries and blocked a punt, drawing 
attention away from Daniel, who replaced an injured Philip 
Bland as the starter and led the secondary in tackles with 
69. Bland will be missed. 

Brothers has speed but is still learning. DeFrand, a jun- 
ior college transfer, was healthy during the spring, after 
being slowed by a groin problem in his first season at 
Nebraska. 

After a season of zone coverage, the secondary will 
return to man-to-man, mixing in zone under fiery new 
defensive backs coach Phil Elmassian. 


Santino Panico Fr. (Libertyville, Ill.) 


In addition, his experience as a nickel back has made 
him a better tackler. The nickel is kind of a combination 
corner and outside linebacker, he said, a defensive 
“Slash” — the nickname given to NFL quarterback 
Kordell Stewart, who also has been used as a running 
back and receiver. 

Being a nickel back is “like playing two positions,” 
said McPherson. 
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Nebraska’‘s No. 1 secondary is made up of (from left) Lornell McPherson, Josh Bullocks, Fabian Washington and Daniel Bullocks. 


It also is a little like a relief pitcher 
or pinch hitter in baseball, always 
having to be prepared to go into the 
game, depending on the circum- 
stances. “It’s kind of a mental thing,” 
he said, with no margin for error. 
“You've got to make sure you know 
what you’ re doing right when you get 
out there.” 

This season, McPherson will focus 
on one position, cornerback, replacing 
the departed Pat Ricketts and joining 
returning starters Fabian Washington, 
Josh Bullocks and Daniel Bullocks to 
give Nebraska one of the most experi- 
enced and best starting secondaries in 
the country. 

Depth is a concern, however. 
Junior strong safety Shane Siegel, 
who was awarded a scholarship in 
the spring, is the only back-up with 
significant experience outside of spe- 
cial teams. 

As one of only two senior corner- 
backs — Kellen Huston is the other — 
McPherson has taken responsibility 
for helping the young cornerbacks, 
answering their questions and giving 
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them advice, as former Cornhusker 
cornerbacks Keyuo Craver and 
DeJuan Groce once did for him. Their 
help “was important to me, so I want- 
ed to do something for somebody 
else,” he said. 

He will remind the young corners 
that if they are beaten on a play, they 
need to set it aside and focus on the 
next one. Defensive backs, particular- 
ly cornerbacks, often find themselves 
on an island, matched against 
receivers in one-on-one coverage. 
Mistakes in such situations are appar- 
ent to everyone in the stadium. And 
“if you dwell on it, it’s probably going 
to keep happening,” he said. 

Nebraska led the nation in pass 
efficiency defense and interceptions 
with 32, including a school-record 10 
by Josh Bullocks. McPherson was tied 
for second with four. 

The secondary can be as strong as 
last season's, according to 
McPherson, because of its chemistry. 
“We're all on the same level,” he said. 
“Basically, it feels like we all know 
what each other is thinking when 
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we're out there. We just communicate 
real well, from being good friends.” 

He and Washington, for example, 
do things together off the field, “hang 
out, talk, play video games, whatever 
it is,” he said. “We relate to each other. 
We have fun.” 

Whether or not he really is, 
McPherson’s demeanor suggests he is 
having a good time. He is up-beat, 
with an omnipresent smile. “I never 
want to be down on myself or down 
about anything,” he said. “I try to 
keep positive about everything. If I’m 
not having fun, I try to make it seem 
like I am.” 

Even after four years — he red- 
shirted as a freshman — football 
remains fun, “for the most part,” said 
McPherson, whose goal is to “go to 
that next level,” to play professionally. 

As a result, what was once just a 
game is looking more and more like a 
business. Now, “I think the fun is a 
package by itself,” he said. “You 
either make it fun or you don’t.” 

Oh yes, and his height isn’t a factor 
one way or the other. 
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“Just a 


he subject came up during a conversation with 
Sandro DeAngelis in the spring, Sam Koch 
said. They were pigeon-holed as kickers, off in 
their own little world, doing their own thing. 
And that wasn’t going to change, no matter 
how hard they tried to integrate themselves 
into the team. 

Strength coach Dave Kennedy had made it a point of 
including them in running drills with the other players. 

But that really hadn’t made a difference. “We're still 
going to be considered kickers,” said Koch. “We have a 
big part in the game, but according to everybody else, we 
don’t do anything.” 

Granted, the kickers aren’t high profile during prac- 
tice. They might be standing on the sideline, waiting for 
the horn that signals the final 5-minute segment, when 
the team huddles. But by then, Koch has spent an hour 
and a half kicking and he'll probably spend another 15 
minutes afterward. 

“I never kicked this much in high school,” the junior 
punter said. 

At Seward (Neb.) High School, he might spend 20 
minutes kicking field goals and punting. In contrast, a 
typical day of practice in the spring began at 2 p.m. with 
stretching and kicking until 3 or 3:30, whenever meet- 
ings began. After the meetings, it was back on the field, 
kicking for 20 or 30 minutes so that by the time practice 
began, at 4 p.m., the kickers had finished much of their 
day’s work. 

“We spend hours kicking to get where we are,” Koch 
said. 

Where he is, based on the spring, is No. 1 among the 
punters, succeeding Kyle Larson, the first All-American 
punter in Cornhusker history, in addition to handling 
kickoffs as he did last season after earning the job, quite 
by chance, prior to the Texas A&M game. One practice, 
while biding his time as Larson’s back-up, he took a shot 
at kickoffs and impressed the coaches sufficiently to earn 
the job. His leg strength is such that 18 of his 32 kickoffs 
went for touchbacks, including five of six against 
Colorado. 

But Koch walked on intending to punt for Nebraska, 
a dream that caused him to turn down offers from small- 
er schools, interested in him as a linebacker or tight end 
as well. 

At 6-foot-1 and 235 pounds, he has a linebacker’s size. 

And he has spent enough time in the weight room 
working on his arms and upper body that he might be 
mistaken for one. In fact, that has happened on occasion, 
and when he has said he is just a kicker, “they don’t 
believe me,” he said. 

In high school, he did a lot of lifting in his spare time. 

“It’s fun,” he said. But spare time is in short supply 
now. When he’s not attending to his schoolwork, he lifts 
to strengthen his kicking leg. 

Still, in the event he ever has an opportunity to make 
an open-field tackle, he is ready — if not eager. As is the 
case with most kickers, “that’s what we want, a big 
shot,” said Koch. 

“That would be the greatest thing, to have the big hit 
of the day.” 
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Kicker’ 


Ar A Giance 
Personnel 
Punter 
Sam Koch 6-1,235 Jr. 
Tyler Kester 6-1,195 RFr. 
Place-Kicker 
David Dyches 6-1,200 So. 
Sandro DeAngelis 5-8,200 Sr. 
Jaret Johnson 5-10, 200 RFr. 
Jared Nielsen 6-0,195 RFr. 
Eric Lueshen 6-2,195  RFr. 
Outlook 


Even though he struggled in the Spring Game, aver- 
aging 33.5 yards on eight punts, Kester provides compe- 
tition. “He's gotten a lot better,” said Koch. “| can't even 
tell you how much he’s gotten better. | know that he's 
going to put some pressure on me this year, just like | put 
on Kyle (Larson).” 

Dyches, who made 14-of-21 field goal attempts and 
32-of-32 extra-point kicks as a true freshman, held off a 
challenge by DeAngelis in the spring, but their competi- 
tion will continue. 

Jobs handling punt and kickoff returns will still be 
posted in the fall. Cory Ross, Willie Amos, Tierre Green 
and David Horne were among several given a look during 
the spring. Based on Coach Bill Callahan’s letter-of-intent- 
day remarks, freshman Cortney Grixby could also figure 
in. 

|-back Kade Pittman was impressive returning kickoffs 
in the Spring Game and earned Callahan's assurance that 
he will figure in the special teams plans, as will 5-foot-6, 
180-pound sophomore defensive back Brandon Rigoni, 
whom the coaches named the most improved special 
teams player. 

Richie Incognito and Lane Kelly return as long-snap- 
pers, with Kellen Huston and Ross Pilkington as experi- 
enced holders for placements. 


He will be expected to deliver his biggest hits on the 
ball, however, the way Larson did. Larson averaged 
45.1 yards per punt, the best in school history, but more 
importantly, through his efforts Nebraska led the con- 
ference and ranked ninth in the nation in net punting, 
with a 40.1-yard average. In addition, only 26 of 
Larson’s 68 punts were returned, with 22 downed 
inside the opposing 20-yard line. 

Larson continued to influence the Cornhuskers’ 
punting in the spring. When he returned from the NFL 
Combine, he “showed me plenty of things to work on,” 
Koch said. 

Larson made suggestions on how to keep himself “in 
line and straight” with his footwork and showed Koch 
alternative techniques for handling the ball and drop- 
ping it as he punts. 

“There are a lot of things involved in kicking,” said 
Koch. And one of the most important is to focus on the 
ball “until it’s off your foot. That’s where I feel I have 
the best kicks. Once it hits my foot, I can usually tell if 
it’s going to be a good one, even before the crowd starts 
yelling, or booing.” 

Koch, who doesn’t have a scholarship yet, is set to 
continue in a tradition of punters who walked on. The 
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David Dyches kicked 14 field goals to tie a Nebraska fresh- 
man record. Holder Kellen Huston (29) returns as well. 


Cornhuskers’ most recent punter to have a scholarship 
when he arrived was Darin Erstad in 1994 — and he 
arrived on a baseball scholarship. His predecessor, Byron 
Bennett, was a scholarship place-kicker before doubling as 
the punter during his senior season in 1993, after Mike 
Stigge completed his eligibility. 

The line of succession after Erstad was: Jesse Kosch, Bill 
Lafleur, Dan Hadenfeldt and Larson, all of whom came to 
Nebraska as walk-ons before eventually earning scholar- 
ships. 

Kosch, Lafleur and Larson were from Nebraska: 
Columbus, Clearwater and Funk, respectively. That’s sig- 
nificant, according to Koch. They grew up wanting to be a 
part of the program. 

His dream began that way. He grew up in Ulysses, 
moving to nearby Seward when he was 16. By then, his 
interest in Cornhusker football had taken root. His first 
organized athletic competition was in soccer but he com- 
peted in Punt, Pass and Kick contests and watched 
Nebraska on television. 
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Lafleur was the first punter he remembers by name, 
but Hadenfeldt and place-kicker Kris Brown made the 
biggest impression. He has attended only one kicking 
camp, also attended by Hadenfeldt and organized by 
Brown, who is now a veteran place-kicker for the NFL's 
Houston Texans. Except for the camp, and some help 
from his dad, Koch was self-taught before he got to 
Nebraska. 

He never became discouraged as Larson’s back-up, 
even though standing on the sideline and not playing in 
games “it just seemed like you weren't a part of it,” he 
said. 

“You were just there helping out for moral support.” 

Such feelings can be aggravated for kickers, as he and 
DeAngelis have discussed. lf 
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No. Name 
Adams, Jordan 


““Adams, Titus 
"Amos, Willie 
87 Andersen, Chase 
**Andersen, Jake 
“Austin, Greg 
16 Biodrowski, Cole 
19 “Birkel, Andy 
Blankenship, Adam 
34 “Bradley, Stewart 


Brandenburgh, Lance LB 


12 Brothers, Titus 

17 *Brungardt, Mark 

65 Bryant, Chris 

14 **Bullocks, Daniel 

20 **Bullocks, Josh 

36 Burrow, Dan 

59 Byford, Brett 

90 *Carriker, Adam 
Christensen, Andy 

11 ***Cooper, Ira 

12 *Dailey, Joe 
Davis, Beau 


CB 
LB 
OT 
Ss 
FS 
FS 
OL 
DE 
OL 
LB 
QB 
QB 


22 **DeAngelis, Sandro PK 


6 DeFrand, Donald 
67 *DeLone, Darren 


27 *Dyches, David 
46 Eisenhart, Ben 

26 Erickson, Dan 

78 ***Erickson, Mike 
77 *“Evwaraye, Seppo 
15 Fisher, Tyler 


28 *Fluellen, Isaiah 


Ganz, Joe 
17 Glissman, Garth 


30 Green, Tierre 

99 Greeson, Brandon 
Grixby, Cortney 

73 Helming, Jared 

11 **Herian, Matt 

42 Hill, Sean 

43 Hohlen, Brian 

9 **Horne, David 

Huff, Mike 

29 “Huston, Kellen 

49 Ickes, Adam 

51 **Incognito, Richie 
Jackson, Brandon 

31 Jackson, Joel 

88 Johnson, Jaret 

41 Kadavy, Andy 
Keenan, Michael 

47 ‘Keiser, Dusty 

92 *Kelly, Lane 

49 Kenney, Tyler 

90 Kester, Tyler 

75 *Koch, Brandon 

87 *Koch, Sam 


CB 


. Santee, Calif. (West Hills/ 


. Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) | 
Sweetwater, Texas 
. Lincoln, Neb, (East) 
. Littleton, Colo. (Mullen) 
. Cypress, Texas (Cy-Fair) 
. Fort Calhoun, Neb. 
. Lincoln, Neb, (Southeast) 


. Salt Lake City, Utah (Highland) 


. Converse, Texas (Judson) 
. Norfolk, Neb. (Catholic) 
. Aurora, Colo. (Smoky Hills) 


. Hartselle, Ala. 
. Kennewick, Wash. 


) Jersey City, N.J. (St. Peter's) 


. Spring, Texas (Westfield) 
. Culbertson, Neb. 
. Omaha, Neb. (Papio-LaVista) 


. Ramstein, Germany 


. High Point, N.C. (Central) 


. Lisle, Ill. (Naperville North) 


. Seward, Neb. 


. Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 
. Kearney, Neb. (Amherst) 
. Clearwater, Neb. 


2004 Roster 


Source: Huskers.com 


Grossmont College) 


Tulsa, Okla. (Union) 


Overland Park, Kan. 
(St. Thomas Aquinas) 


Chattanooga, Tenn. (Hixson) 
Chattanooga, Tenn. (Hixson) 
Ames, lowa 


Bennington, Neb. 
Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 


Venice, Calif. 

Niagara Falls, Ont., Canada 
(St. Joseph's Collegiate) 

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
(Stranahan/Dodge City CC) 
Pomona, Calif. (Garey/ 

Mt. San Antonio CC) 


Omaha, Neb. (Papio-LaVista) 
Laurel, Neb. (Laurel-Concord) 
Grand Island, Neb. 

(Wayne State) 


(Ramstein American) 
Palos Heights, Ill. (Stagg) 
Waverly, Neb./ 

(New Hampton Prep) 
Omaha, Neb. (Benson) 


Omaha, Neb, (Central) 
Springfield, Mo. (Kickapoo) 
Pierce, Neb. 


Juniata, Neb. (Adams Central) 
Omaha, Neb. (Central) 
Ralston, Neb. 

Ankeny, lowa 

Page, Neb. (Orchard) 
Glendale, Ariz. (Mount. Ridge) 
Horn Lake, Miss. 

Papillion, Neb. (Papio-LaVista) | 
Phoenix, Ariz (Arcadia) 


Kansas City, Mo. (Oak Park) 
Norfolk, Neb, (Catholic) 


Gothenburg, Neb, 
Seward, Neb. 


45 ***Kriewald, Steve FB 


| 95 Krug, Nathan DT 


10 LeFlore, Chris cB 

10 **LeFlore, Mark WR 

74 Lingenfelter, Newton OL 

91 Lueshen, Eric 

89 Luhrs, Kevin 

64 Mann, Kurt 

50 McBride, Jeti 

13 McKeon, Corey LB 
1 ***McPherson, LornellCB 

32 Miller, Grant FB 
8 Miller, Zach QB 

44 Moore, Jay DE 

81 Mueller, Josh 

57 Muhammad, Wali 


84 *Mulkey, Grant 
Murtha, Lydon 
Muy, Danny 

56 Neemann, Trevor 

92 Nielsen, Jared 
Nunn, Terrence 

24 *O'Holleran, Jack 

63 O'Shea, Matt 
Panico, Santino 

54 Patrick, Chris 

94 Peetz, Jake 

85 Phillips, J.B. 

56 Pike, Gary 

2 **Pilkington, Ross 

25 Pittman, Kade 

86 Poulosky, Andy 


| 69 **Povendo, Nick 


53 Reeves, Mitch 

85 Rice, Thomas 

24 Rigoni, Brandon 

30 Robison, Joey 
4 **Ross, Cory 

38 ***Ruud, Barrett 

51 Ruud, Bo 

48 Sand Andy 

14 Schroeder, Matt 
8 *Shanle, Andrew 

23 **Siegel, Shane 


| 54 **Sievers, Chad 


Sievers, Clayton 
66 **Smith, Le Kevin 
7 Smith, Ronnie 
Steinkuhler, Ty 
16 **Stuntz, Mike 
84 Sullivan, Tony 
Swift, Nathan 
74 *Teamer, Brandon 
5 ***Thomas, Benard 
Thomas, Cornelius 


25 Tiedtke, Blake 
57 Timm, Cory 
41 Todd, Dane 
3. **Washington, Fabian CB 
68 Wemer, Derric OL 
20 *Wigert, Kiffin WR 
3 **Zajicek, Ben WR 


| * — indicates letters earned 
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5-10 245 Sr. 
6-4 275 Jr. 


5-10 195 
5-11 190 
6-6 270 
6-2 185 
6-1 235 
6-3 285 
6-4 255 
6-1 215 
5-9 180 
6-0 225 
6-3 205 

260 

260 

245 


195 
305 


Scotia, Neb. (N, Loup-Scotia) 
Chapman, Neb. 
(Neb, Christian) 


. Omaha, Neb. (Central) 


Omaha, Neb, (Central) 


. Plainview, Neb. 

. Pierce, Neb. 

. Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 
. Grand Island, Neb. 


Brule, Neb, (South Platte) 


=, Naperville, Ill. (North) 


Omaha, Neb. (Central) 


. Peabody, Mass. (Veterans) 
. Weston, Neb. (Neumann) 

. Elkhorn, Neb. 
. Columbus, Neb. (Lakeview) 


Bloomfield, N.J. 
(Coffeyville CC) 


. Arlington, Texas 


Hutchinson, Minn, 
Tallahassee, Fla. (Lincoln) 


. Lincoln, Neb, (Southeast) 


St. Paul, Neb. 

Houston, Texas (Cypress Falls) 
North Platte, Neb. 

Irving, Texas (Jesuit Prep) 
Libertyville, Ill. 


. Ithaca, Mich. 
. O'Neill, Neb. (St. Mary's) 
. Colleyville, Texas (Heritage) 


Pueblo, Colo. (Centennial) 
Ft. Collins, Colo, (Loveland) 
North Platte, Neb. 


. Ponca, Neb. 


Keller, Texas 


. Weston, Neb. (Neumann) 
. Lincoln, Neb. (East) 
.. Lincoln, Neb, (Southeast) 


Bertrand, Neb. 
Denver, Colo. (Jefferson) 
Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 


. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 


. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 


Belden, Neb. (Laurel-Concord) 


0. St. Edward, Neb. 


Grand Island, Neb. 

Valley, Neb, (New Mexico St.) 
Elkhorn, Neb. 

Macon, Ga. (Stratford Acad.) 


. Carson, Calif. (Narbonne) 


Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 
Council Bluffs, lowa (St. Albert) 


. Wahoo, Neb. (Neumann) 


Hutchinson, Minn. 


7 Omaha, Neb. (Central) 


6-6 


5-10 190 
6-4 320 
§-10 235 
5-11 180 
6-5 275 
5-9 160 
6-0 220 


E. Palo Alto, Calif.(St. Francis) 
Honolulu, Hawaii (Farrington/ 

City College of San Francisco) 
Cedar Rapids, lowa (Jefferson) 


. Yutan 
.. Lincain, Neb, (Southeast) 


Bradenton, Fla. (Bayshore) 


. Meadow Grove, Neb. 


Cheyenne, Wyo. (Central) 
Beatrice, Neb. 


NOTEBOOK 


How many quarterbacks are 
enough? Bill Callahan won’t put a 
number on it. 

“You're always in the market for a 
great player. | just don’t think you can 
ever have enough,” he said. “I know 
it’s tough that guys are going to com- 
pete for positions and are going to be 
in a constant battle for reps, but | 
think you've got to go after the best, 
attract the best and bring them in.” 

That attitude is reflected not only 
in Callahan’s first scholarship recruit- 
ing class, which included three quar- 
terbacks, but also in the groundwork 
for his second. The Cornhuskers had 
offered scholarships to at least three 
more quarterbacks before the ink on 
the 2004 letters of intent had dried. 

“We're going after the best quarter- 
backs in the country,” Callahan said 
in late April. 

Three of the nation’s top five high 
school quarterbacks “have expressed 
interest,” he said. “We want to bring 
in the best quarterback . . . (with) 
potential and ability, skills to throw 
the football.” 

At some point in the not-too-dis- 
tant future, the influx of quarterbacks 
is likely to slow down, as the West 
Coast offense gets established and 
quarterbacks start to develop in it. 
Stockpiling players is difficult at any 
position, but especially one so high 
profile. And the players in which 
Nebraska is interested aren’t likely to 
be listed as quarterback/defensive 
back on letter-of-intent signing day, 
although incoming freshman Joe 
Ganz also played safety at Stagg High 
in suburban Chicago. 

But until that point — if it is 
reached — Callahan is going after the 
best, three of whom came to Lincoln 
for the Spring Game at their own 
expense. Kyle Seevers from Panaca, 
Nev,, Harrison Beck from Clearwater, 
Fla., and Kevin Lopina from Concord, 
Calif., were among the crowd of 
61,000. 

Sophomore Joe Dailey emerged 
from the spring as a clear-cut No. 1 in 
competition with Mike Stuntz, Garth 
Glissman and Zach Miller, though 
Stuntz, the only other scholarship 
quarterback, “finished up the spring 
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Never Enough 


Sophomore Joe Dailey emerged from the 
spring as a clear-cut No. 1 at quarterback. 


on a high note,” Callahan said during 
the Big 12 coaches’ post-spring tele- 
conference. 

Ganz and Beau Davis, another high 
school recruit, and junior college 
transfer Jordan Adams will join the 
fray in the fall. And “we're going to 
try to see what comes out of that,” 
said Callahan. 

Among the newcomers, Adams has 
an edge because of his experience. 

The Cornhuskers played with only 
two scholarship quarterbacks last sea- 
son after Stuntz, a junior who played 
wide receiver as a true freshman, 
decided to redshirt to preserve eligi- 
bility. 

The anticipated competition at 
quarterback in the fall will be out of 
the ordinary for Nebraska, which has- 
n’t had much doubt about its starter 
since the first two seasons of former 
coach Frank Solich’s tenure, when 
Eric Crouch emerged from a spirited, 
two-man battle = with ~~ Bobby 
Newcombe, 

Crouch’s Heisman Trophy success 
obscured, and possibly contributed to, 
an inability to recruit enough quarter- 
backs to push one another during 
practice, however. In six seasons, 
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Solich brought in only five scholar- 
ship quarterbacks, with a sixth, Carl 
Crawford, opting for professional 
baseball. 

Two of Solich’s recruiting classes 
didn’t include a quarterback, his first 
in 1998 and his third in 2000. In addi- 
tion to Crawford, the 1999 class 
included Jammal Lord. The 2001 class 
included Stuntz and Mike 
McLaughlin; the 2002 class included 
Curt Dukes and the 2003 class includ- 
ed Dailey. 

McLaughlin, who was beset by 
injuries, subsequently moved to wide 
receiver. (His playing career ended 
prematurely when he was put on 
medical scholarship following spring 
practice.) Dukes transferred to Duke, 
after refusing to shed a redshirt dur- 
ing his freshman season. 

As a result, Nebraska never had 
the benefit of serious competition at 
quarterback under Solich. The 
Cornhuskers were always an injury 
away from disaster at the most critical 
position on offense. But it appears 
that situation is about to change. 
Callahan has placed a premium on 
quarterbacks. 

In the fall, he’ll have five on schol- 
arship plus a third walk-on, Ryan 
Goodman, who signed a letter of 
intent with the wrestling team in late 
April. The 6-foot-2,  189-pound 
Goodman played quarterback for for- 
mer Cornhusker Doug Colman, at 
Absegami High in Galloway 
Township, N.J. 

Callahan was asked what he was 
looking for in a quarterback. “I was 
hopeful we could get one of those 
Mannings,“ he said of the 
Indianapolis Colts’ Peyton Manning 
and his brother Eli, the first player 
selected in the NFL draft, “but I don’t 
think we can draft at the college 
level.” 

That having been said, “we're 
going after the best quarterbacks in 
the country,” he added. “I think 
there’s a pretty well-established list 
right now. There are plenty of them 
out there.” 

He can never have enough. And 
“we're going to continue in that 
vein,” he said. 


Quick Hits 


LONG WAIT TO BE DRAFTED 

Demorrio Williams spent a sleepless night 
following the first day of the NFL Draft in late 
April. The former Nebraska linebacker had 
expected to be selected that day, which includ- 
ed the first three rounds. But he would have to 
wait until the second and final day for Atlanta to 
pick him. 

Williams was the Falcons’ fourth-round 
selection, the 101st player taken and the first of 
five former Cornhuskers. Jammal Lord was the 
second, followed by Josh Sewell, Ryon 
Bingham and Trevor Johnson. Lord and Sewell were taken in the 
sixth round, Bingham and Johnson in the seventh. 

Lord, selected at No. 175 out of 255, was probably the biggest 
surprise. The Houston Texans picked Nebraska’s quarterback the 
past two seasons as a free safety/running back. The Texans indi- 
cated they would look at Lord, who played defensive back in high 
school, at free safety first. 

Sewell, who started at center for the Cornhuskers last season 
after transferring from Indiana State, was selected by the Denver 
Broncos (190), while Bingham, a defensive tackle, went to the San 
Diego Chargers (204) and Johnson, a defensive end, went to the 
New York Jets (235). 

Sewell improved his draft status at the NFL Combine, where 
he impressed scouts with his speed and strength — his 40-yard 
dash time, 5.03 seconds, was the best among the linemen tested. 

Waiting until the second day has been rare for former 
Cornhuskers. At least one had been drafted in the first three 
rounds every year since 1971, and in all but three of those years 
(1976, 1986 and 1990) at least one had been chosen in the second 
round or higher. 

Nebraska has not produced a first-round selection since 1998, 
when Grant Wistrom and Jason Peter both were among the first 
14 players taken. 

Several former Cornhuskers signed as free agents immediate- 
ly following the draft, among them All-America punter Kyle 
Larson (Cincinnati Bengals), running back Josh Davis (New York 
Jets), defensive back Pat Ricketts (Atlanta Falcons), defensive 
tackle Patrick Kabongo (Detroit Lions) and outside linebacker T.J. 
Hollowell (New York Giants.) 


ONE MAN’S OPINION 

Senior cornerback Lornell McPherson expects former team- 
mate Jammal Lord to succeed in switching positions in the NFL. 

“| think Jammal can really do anything,” said McPherson. 
“He's an agile guy. He’s quick on his feet. He can move. So | fig- 
ure he'll have some success in the League.” 

Switching from quarterback won't be easy. After two aborted 
attempts at earning a job in the NFL, first as a wide receiver, for- 
mer Cornhusker Eric Crouch, the 2001 Heisman Trophy winner, is 
trying again as a defensive back with the Green Bay Packers. On 
the other hand, former Cornhusker quarterback Scott Frost has 
earne | a paycheck as an NFL defensive back over the past six 
seasons. 


NUMBERS GAME 

Coach Bill Callahan's move to reduce the roster to a more 
manageable size had a positive effect during spring practice. “A 
few times last year, you wouldn't get the reps that you thought 
you should get,” said junior tight end Matt Herian. “This year, it 
was a little more demanding. You were in there a lot more 
because there weren't as many guys rotating at the position.” 

And the top-unit players aren’t the only ones who will benefit 
in the fall. Those on the scout team will, too. They will “get a lot 
more reps and become better players,” Herian said. 

The post-spring roster included 102, down 17 from the pre- 
spring roster and down significantly from the number when 
Callahan was hired. “I just want the best players,” Callahan said. 

“I'm not discriminating against large or low numbers. | just 
want the best players on the field. | don’t care where they come 
from, and | don’t care how many we have. | just want to make 


D. Williams 


sure that the players we have can contribute to winning football. 
| want to make sure that a player, when he comes to Nebraska, is 
going to have a fair opportunity to get the reps he can to maxi- 
mize his talents and ability.” 

The numbers will increase in the fall with the expected arrival 
of 18 scholarship recruits. Plus, “we do have a number of walk- 
ons coming in as well,” said Callahan. “| think the roster for 
myself and our squad and our team is manageable right now. I’m 
very comfortable with the roster size.” 


CUT LOOS 

Chris Loos, who battled back from a major knee injury suf- 
fered prior to the 2000 Alamo Bowl game, got through spring 
drills and could have petitioned for a sixth season of eligibility. 
After Callahan told him a scholarship wouldn't be available and 
he would have had to pay his own way, however, the senior 
offensive tackle from Lincoln, Neb., opted not to extend his col- 
lege career. 

Two other scholarship recruits from Omaha, who battled 
injuries throughout their careers, have been placed on medical 
hardships. 

Junior wide receiver Mike McLaughlin and senior tight end 
Chris Septak will continue to work toward their degrees but no 
longer play football. McLaughlin, who succeeded Eric Crouch as 
quarterback at Millard North, was moved to wingback as a red- 
shirt freshman in 2002. Septak, NU’s first commitment of the 
2000 class, was one of the nation’s top tight ends at Millard West. 


AUSTIN UPDATE 
Offensive lineman Greg Austin played in 
four games last season before being sidelined 
by a knee injury, which also prevented him 
from participating in spring practice. Even so, 
Callahan was optimistic that the sophomore 
from Cypress, Texas, would be able to return in 
the fall. 
. “Greg is making positive strides,” Callahan 
= \N said, noting that Austin was able to begin run- 
Greg Austin ning a week after spring practice ended. The 
running was “a great sign that his rehab has 
been accelerated and been pushed up, so he’s making strides in 
that area. Hopefully, we can get him on the field again.” 
Austin’s return would be “a huge, huge plus for us,” said 
Callahan. 


NO MORE UNITY COUNCIL 

Among the many changes Callahan has effected in the pro- 
gram has been the elimination of the team’s Unity Council, which 
was created following the 1990 season to facilitate communica- 
tion between players and coaches. “| feel confident in my com- 
munication with the team,” Callahan told the Omaha World- 
Herald, explaining the decision. “My door is always open.” 

Maintaining lines of communication is critical, particularly 
during the off-season, when NCAA rules prohibit coaches from 
teaching and mandate time away from the game for athletes. 

Even though such restrictions are a dramatic departure from 
the way things are done in the NFL, they're “healthy,” said 
Callahan. “But | also think it’s healthy to continue the communi- 
cation and dialogue, which is vital in supporting the young ath- 
lete with his confidence.” 

To enhance unity, Callahan has organized “team-building 
activities” such as a bowling night, a barbeque and a softball 
game, “so that we stay connected, we stay together.” 

The players have enjoyed the activities, junior defensive tack- 
le Le Kevin Smith said. “I've heard guys even talking about how 
they're looking forward to the next team outing, to us doing 
something. We like to get together already, and now we get 
together with everybody — and do something for free. 

With the smaller roster, all of the team is now housed in the 
South Stadium locker room. In the past, redshirts and scout-team 
players were assigned to the locker room in the north field 
house. @ 


Junior college 
quarterback Adams 
gets ringing 
endorsement 


By Mike Babcock 


he attention was such that 

Jordan Adams’ cell phone 

bill skyrocketed. So his 

parents suggested that he 

ask reporters and other 
strangers to call back on the family’s 
home phone. 

Really, it wasn’t THAT crazy, 
Adams said. But you get the sense it 
probably was, that he was being mod- 
est about the interest his decision to 
play football at Nebraska has generat- 
ed. Newspapers, radio and television 
stations, Internet Web sites, all have 
contacted him, often more than once. 

Since signing a letter of intent in 
February, he has seen the state’s pas- 
sion for the program and has been 
accorded the celebrity status of a 
Cornhusker recruit. That status is 


Jordan Adams was one of three quar- 
terbacks in the 2004 recruiting class. 


intensified not just by being a quarter- 
back but also by being one who could 
challenge for the starting job in the 
fall. 

Adams is one of three quarterbacks 
in Coach Bill Callahan's first recruit- 


ing class. But he is a junior college 
transfer, while Beau Davis and Joe 
Ganz are just out of high school. 
Having spent two seasons _ at 
Grossmont College in suburban San 
Diego, Adams “seems to be the most 
groomed quarterback of the incoming 
three,” said Callahan, who has 
described him as a “diamond in the 
rough.” 

The “in the rough” qualification 
reflects the unlikely circumstances 
surrounding his recruitment. No 
other schools were interested, mainly 
because he was a backup, with anoth- 
er season of junior college eligibility. 
When Nebraska assistant Dennis 
Wagner called the first time, barely a 
month before letters of intent could 
be signed, Adams was focused on 
becoming the starter at Grossmont in 
2004. 

That he was a backup can be mis- 
leading, however. The quality of com- 
petition in California junior colleges 
is high, and Grossmont, a school with 
an enrollment of more than 16,000 
close to his home in Santee, has pro- 
duced numerous players who have 
gone on to four-year programs. 

Nine of his teammates this season 
also have received scholarships from 


NEBRASKA SIGNEES For 2004 


Player 

Jordan Adams 
Adam Blankenship 
Lance Brandenburgh 
Andy Christensen 
Beau Davis 

Joe Ganz 

Cortney Grixby 
Mike Huff 
Brandon Jackson 
Michael Keenan 
Lydon Murtha 
Danny Muy 
Terrence Nunn 
Santino Panico 
Clayton Sievers 
Ty Steinkuhler 
Nathan Swift 
Cornelius Thomas 
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Hometown (school) 

Santee, Calif. (Grossmont College) 

Tulsa, Okla. (Union) 

Overland Park, Kan. (St. Thomas Aquinas) 
Bennington, Neb. 

Venice, Calif. 

Palos Heights, III. (Stagg) 

Omaha, Neb. (Central) 

Ralston, Neb. 

Horn Lake, Miss. 

Kansas City, Mo. (Oak Park) 

Hutchinson, Minn. 

Tallahassee, Fla. (Lincoln) 

Houston, Texas (Cypress Falls) 
Libertyville, Ill. 

Elkhorn, Neb. 

Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

Hutchinson, Minn. 

Honolulu, Hawaii (City College of San Francisco) 
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San Francisco in the junior college state championship game. 


NCAA Division I schools, including 
BYU and Arizona State. Grossmont 
provides “good exposure,” he said. 

He graduated high school two 
years ago and spent his first year at 
Grossmont as a “gray shirt.” That 
meant he wasn’t enrolled as a full- 
time student, he said, and couldn't 
play in games. But he could practice. 
Oh yes, a dozen quarterback candi- 
dates reported that fall, including a 
returning starter. 

In any case, Wagner's call was a 
shocker. He told Adams _ that 
Nebraska had noticed him while 
watching videotape of Cornelius 
Thomas, an offensive tackle at City 
College of San Francisco. Grossmont 
suffered its only loss of the season, 14 
games, against Thomas’ team in the 
junior college state championship 
game, the Potato Bowl. Now the two 
will be Cornhusker teammates. 

Adams came off the bench to pass 
for 347 yards and three touchdowns 
against City College of San Francisco, 
an impressive performance. But his 


most impressive performance was his 
only start since high school, when he 
completed 30-of-42 passes for 531 
yards and four touchdowns. 

After getting off the phone with 
Wagner the first time, Adams told a 
friend it would be the “worst joke” 
imaginable if it were a prank. That 
might have crossed his mind even, 
initially. But given the length of the 
conversation and the things they dis- 
cussed, “I knew it was legit,” Adams 
said. 

In short order, Wagner and 
Callahan visited his home, and he vis- 
ited Lincoln, unfazed by the late- 
January cold and snow. “Everyone is 
real genuine there, real nice,” said 
Adams. 

Not everyone was a stranger. Mike 
Siebenthal, a friend from Escondido, 
Calif., is a Cornhusker cheerleader. 
He and Siebenthal, against whom he 
competed in high school, used to talk 
about how it would “be cool” if he 
were to come to Nebraska to play. 
Actually, “we joked about it,” Adams 
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said. There was no way it would hap- 
pen because the Cornhuskers ran an 
option offense. But not so now. 

Adams stayed with Siebenthal 
when he came to Nebraska for the 
spring game. That weekend, he 
became friends with Davis, who is 
from Venice, Calif. The two plan to 
share an apartment in Lincoln during 
the summer, while they prepare for 
their first season as Cornhuskers. 

Adams drove to Lincoln over the 
Memorial Day weekend with his par- 
ents and grandparents, and he expect- 
ed Davis to arrive a week or so later. 
Because Davis will be a freshman, he 
will have to move into a dormitory 
when classes begin. Adams will have 
to find another roommate then. 

His grandparents towed his Ford 
Ranger behind their truck, so he'll 
have wheels. But he tried to get to the 
beach as much as possible before 
leaving. He’ll miss the ocean, he said. 

Also, he will have to set aside one 
of his hobbies, autograph collecting, 
not only because of the demands on 
his time with school and football but 
also because Lincoln doesn’t offer the 
opportunities that southern 
California does. He was once among 
the youngsters who surrounded play- 
ers from the San Diego Padres — he 
has a bat autographed by Tony 
Gwynn — and San Diego Chargers, 
and the walls of his room at home are 
covered with the signatures of sports 
celebrities, from John Elway, Dan 
Marino and Deion Sanders to Tiger 
Woods, Nolan Ryan, Alex Rodriguez 
and Ted Williams. 

Cornhusker football players are 
among the biggest sports celebrities 
in Nebraska, which means Adams is 
more likely to be signing autographs 
than requesting them. He found that 
out at the Spring Game. He was will- 
ing to sign for youngsters who might 
not have known his name but knew 
that he had some connection to the 
football team. “I could relate,” he 
said. “I was one of them.” 

He was flattered by the requests. 
“It’s like the pros there, just the foot- 
ball tradition and everything,” he 
said. And he became a part of it when 
he signed a letter of intent. 
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RECRUITING 


Top Defensive Tackles 
Considering Nebraska 


Huskers make 
strong early 
impression on 
top prospect 


By Doug Horwich 


egardless of scheme, defen- 
sive tackle is always one of 
the most critical positions 
on a football team. One 
need only look at the first 
round of any NFL Draft from the past 
decade to see that the League places a 
premium on big bodies who can shut 
down an opponent’s run game by 
diverting traffic to the outside as well 
as disrupt the pocket against the pass. 
However, as a result of a 2001 
recruiting class that included four 
defensive tackles, Nebraska has only 
signed two athletes at this position 
over the past three recruiting seasons 
— sophomore Brandon Greeson 
(2002) and sophomore Brandon 
Teamer (2003). Legal problems involv- 
ing 2004 junior college prospect Byron 
Smith unfortunately derailed his 
hopes of playing for the Huskers. 
The 2001 class, which included cur- 
rent juniors Le Kevin Smith, Jared 
Helming, Seppo Evwaraye and Titus 
Adams, has not worked out quite as 


Highly regarded 
defensive tackle 
Callahan Bright of 
Bryn Mawr, Pa., 
has Nebraska on 
his early list of 
favorites. 


expected. Two of the players 
(Helming and Evwaraye) were recent- 
ly moved to the offensive line after not 
making an impact on defense. 
Additionally, Smith and Adams are 
now juniors with only one year of eli- 
gibility remaining following the 2004 
season. Defensive tackle has therefore 
become a critical need area for the 
Husker staff in this recruiting class. 

One player who is receiving atten- 
tion from virtually every major pro- 
gram in the nation this season is 
Callahan Bright (6-foot-2, 315 pounds, 
5.0-second 40-yard dash) from 
Harriton High School in Bryn Mawr, 
Pa. Bright is considered by many to be 
the top defensive tackle prospect in 
the nation this year, and Nebraska has 
been in frequent contact. 

“T think I’m up to 16 offers now,” 
Bright said. “Miami, Florida State, 
Florida, LSU, Nebraska, Texas A&M, 
Purdue, Wisconsin, Kentucky, 
Connecticut, USC and others have 
offered. 


Linebacker 
from Arizona 
1st to Commit 


Nebraska gained its first 
known oral commitment toward 
the class of 2005 when outside 
linebacker Nick Covey of 
Glendale, Ariz., announced that 
he plans to sign with the Huskers 
in February. 

Covey, who is listed at 6-foot-3 
and 220 pounds, attends the same 
high school — Mountain Ridge — 
that produced NU center Richie 
Incognito. Covey, who also plays 
tight end and is the team’s punter, 
has attended Nebraska summer 
camps since he was a freshman in 
high school. 

“Well, I've always been going 
back there for camps and knew 
the atmosphere, the team and the 
crowd,” Covey said. “It’s a foot- 
ball town. Richie (Incognito) 
talked very highly of the new 
coaching staff.” 

Last season as a junior, Covey 
was named as a punter on the 
Student Sports Junior All- 
American team. He was a first- 
team Arizona all-state selection. 


“Texas A&M and Nebraska are 
recruiting me the hardest right now. 
They are both sending me a lot of 
handwritten letters. Every letter I get 
from Nebraska is handwritten, and | 
probably get at least five a day from 
those guys.” 

Despite amassing nearly 20 offers 
already, Bright has narrowed his suit- 
ors down to a preliminary list of 
favorites, which includes Miami, LSU, 
Texas A&M, Nebraska and Southern 


Rivais.com Nesraska Tor 10 For 2005 


Player Pos. Ht. Wt. 40 Hometown (School) 
Zach Potter TE 6-7 240 4.80 Omaha (Creighton Prep) 
Nate Prater TE 6-4 250 4.70 Omaha (Central) 

Orion Matthies OL 6-6 300 5.04 Overton 

Jake Behrens FB 62 221 4.70 Omaha (Millard North) 
Brett Gritton LB 6-2 231 4.67 Lincoln (East) 

Robert Wesley CB 5-9 177 4.40 Omaha (Central) 

Travis Thomas DL 6-2 268 5.31 Bellevue (West) 

Aaron Dorsey QB 6-3 185 4.50 Omaha (Central) 

. Antony Ritton WR 6-5 190 4.50 Auburn 


10. Nate Fehr OL 6-6 255 5.00 Omaha (Millard North) 
For more daily recruiting information, visit Huskersillustrated.com, a 
member of the Rivals.com network. 


Cal. That Nebraska was able to make 
such a strong early impression on 
Bright is testament to the tremendous 
effort being put forth by defensive line 
coach John Blake. 

“I've talked to all of the schools 
that have offered me at one time or 
other,” Bright said. “I talked to John 
Blake of Nebraska. He’s a pretty cool 
dude. The coaches talk to me about 
everything. They are mostly worried 
about me as a person, more so than as 
a football player. It’s not all about foot- 
ball with them.” 

Like most players at the high 
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school level who have his combina- 
tion of size, strength and speed, Bright 
has been a dominant force and hasn’t 
really had to rely on a repertoire of 
moves to achieve his goals on the foot- 
ball field. “My style is to blow right 
through the tackle and push him right 
into the quarterback,” he said. “I doa 
lot of bull rushing, basically.” 

Bright does plan to attend at least 
one football camp this summer, but is 
unlikely to make a decision any time 
soon. “I’m going to the Texas A&M 
camp,” he said. “That’s the only one 
that’s set up right now. I will probably 
go to a couple more. | just got a call 
today from Tom Lemming of ESPN, 
who invited me to the Army All- 
American Game in San Antonio next 
January.” 

In addition to football, Bright also 
has been very competitive in both 
track and wrestling, but has decided 
to give up both sports in order to focus 
exclusively on football and academics. 

Bright said he intends to take all 
five of his official recruiting visits and 
insists that no school currently has the 
edge. “Distance isn’t a factor, and 
weather doesn’t really matter either,” 
he said. “I just want to play football. 
I'll look at the depth charts a little bit 
as I'd like to play early. Who would- 
n't?” 

Another top national defensive 
tackle prospect who has Nebraska on 
his early list of favorites is Jerrell Powe 
(6-3 1/2, 320, 5.0) from Wayne County 
High School in Waynesboro, Miss. 

“I have offers from Nebraska, 
Middle Tennessee State, Mississippi, 
Mississippi State, Auburn, Alabama 
and Southern Miss,” Powe said. 
“Auburn is probably recruiting me the 
hardest — them and Nebraska. Both 
of those schools send me a lot of hand- 
written mail. 

“If I had to name a top three right 
now, I'd list LSU, Auburn and 
Nebraska. Auburn and Nebraska are 
basically tied for my No. 1. Auburn 
may be a slight notch above Nebraska 
based on the fact that I’ve been there 
and gotten to know the coaches at 
Auburn a bit more. I’m looking for- 
ward to talking to Nebraska more and 
getting to know them better as well.” 

Although Powe doesn’t know a lot 
about the Huskers yet, he intends to 
learn more — perhaps even as early as 
this summer. “Nebraska writes a lot,” 
Powe said. “I don’t know too much 
about them yet though. They are so far 
away. I’m thinking that Coach 
Callahan can be the one to come in 
and change their program around 
with the West Coast offense and all. 
Coach Blake is the one recruiting me 
from Nebraska. He has like two or 


RECRUITING NOTES 
Quarterbacks High 


on NU’s Wish List 


By Rick Shaw 


s the summer months near, there is no doubt that new 
Nebraska Coach Bill Callahan is making recruiting a priority 
in Lincoln. 

By mid-May, the Husker staff had extended offers to near- 
ly 90 athletes from across the country. Here is a look at four big-time 
players who appear to be at, or near the top, of the Big Red wish list. 

Harrison Beck, quarterback, 6-foot-2, 205 pounds, 
Clearwater (Countryside), Fla. — One of the top signal callers in 
the country, Beck threw for more than 2,300 yards and 21 touch- 
downs as a junior in 2003. Regarded as a preseason national top 100 
player by Rivals.com, Beck already has garnered 14 offers . . . with 
more on the way. He lists Nebraska as a solid leader over Florida 
State, lowa, North Carolina State, Purdue, Virginia, Maryland and 
others, and he plans to camp in Lincoln this summer. 

“Nebraska is the favorite of course,” Beck said. “After the spring, 
I'm going to take some time and see what I, my coaches and my fam- 
ily think ... then, hopefully, that will be followed by my decision. 
There is part of me that would like to just get this thing over with.” 

Zach Potter, tight end, 6-7, 240, Omaha (Creighton Prep), 
Neb. — The top prospect in Nebraska, Potter had an all-state season 
for Creighton Prep in 2003, catching 19 passes for more than 300 
yards and scoring 4 touchdowns. He also tallied 10 sacks as a defen- 
sive end. 

Potter was the only in-state player with an offer from Nebraska as 
of mid-May and Callahan hasn’t been shy about stating that he 
places a high priority on keeping the top talent at home. Although 
Nebraska and Kansas are his only offers thus far, Potter also is get- 
ting strong recruiting interest from Oklahoma, lowa, Kansas State 
and others. 

Craig Roark, offensive guard, 6-3, 290, Ada, Okla. — 
Although it’s never easy to steal a blue-chipper out of the “Sooner 
State,” Roark has listed Nebraska as his favorite since early spring. 
The massive lineman runs a swift 4.9-second 40-yard dash while 
benching 380 pounds. 

He’s received early offers from many of the nation’s finest pro- 
grams, including Nebraska, LSU, Alabama, Kansas State, Ohio State, 
Florida State, UCLA and others. 

“Nebraska is still my favorite,” Roark said. “| love Coach Callahan. 
A lot of guys say things, but when Coach Callahan tells me that I’m 
his top offensive guard prospect and the top offensive lineman he’s 
seen for next year... | know he means it.” 

Mark Sanchez, quarterback, 6-4, 210, Mission Viejo, Calif. 
— Sanchez is widely regarded as the top high school quarterback on 
the West Coast heading into the 2004 season and also is a member 
of the preseason national top 100 team by Rivals.com. Sanchez 
earned second team all-state honors as a junior by completing 75 
percent of his passes for 2,460 yards and 29 touchdowns. 

He currently lists Texas, USC, Nebraska, Stanford, and Notre 
Dame as his top five choices. 


www.huskersillustrated.com 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 59 


Rivais.com’s Tor 100 


Name, Ht., Wt. Hometown/school, Committed to 


Quarterbacks 
Harrison Beck, 6-1, 205, Clearwater (FL) Countryside 
Jake Christensen, 6-0, 200, Lockport (IL) 
Jonathan Crompton, 6-3, 205, Waynesville (NC) Tuscola 
Vic Hall, 5-9, 185, Gretna (VA) Virginia 


Greg Paulus, 6-1, 180, Manlius (NY), Christian Brothers Acad., Duke 


Ryan Perrilloux, 6-2, 208, Reserve (LA) East St. John 
Mark Sanchez, 6-4, 200, Mission Viejo (CA) 


Running Backs 
Toney Baker, 5-10, 218, Jamestown (NC) Ragsdale 
Jamaal Charles, 6-1, 185, Port Arthur (TX) Memorial 
LaMarcus Coker, 5-11, 180, Antioch (TN), Tennessee 
Kevin Grady, 5-10, 230, East Grand Rapids (Ml), Michigan 
Maurice Greer, 5-11, 185, Denver (CO) Mullen 
Elan Lewis, 5-9, 185, Hampton (VA) Phoebus 
Marlon Lucky, 6-0, 202, North Hollywood (CA) 
Darren McFadden, 6-0, 198, Little Rock (AR) Oak Grove, Arkansas 
Rashard Mendenhall, 6-0, 190, Skokie (IL) Niles West, Illinois 
Antonio Robinson, 6-2, 195, Winnfield (LA), LSU 
Antone Smith, 5-8, 181, Pahokee (FL) 
Jonathan Stewart, 5-11, 215, Olympia (WA) Timberline 
Maurice Wells, 5-10, 180, Jacksonville (FL) Sandalwood 
Tony Wright, 5-10, 185, Fort Valley (GA) Peach County 


Wide Receivers 
Josh Briscoe, 6-3, 170, Lawndale (NC) Burns 
Jessie Hester Jr., 6-0, 163, Wellington (FL) Glades Central 
Eric Huggins, 6-3, 186, Conway (SC) 
DeSean Jackson, 5-11, 170, Long Beach (CA) Poly 
Malcolm Kelly, 6-4, 200, Longview (TX) 
Fred Rouse, 6-3, 185, Tallahassee (FL) Lincoln 
Rendrick Taylor, 6-2, 210, Bennettsville (SC) Marlboro County 
Patrick Turner, 6-5, 210, Nashville (TN) Goodpasture 
Austin Usher, 6-2, 195, Los Angeles (CA) Jefferson 


Tight Ends 
Dajleon Farr, 6-6, 235, Galena Park (TX) North Shore 
Jonathan Hannah, 6-5, 265, Hope Mills (NC) South View 


Offensive Linemen 
Christopher Barney, 6-6, 332, Miami (FL) Northwestern 
Kevin Bemoll, 6-5, 295, Mission Viejo (CA) 
Ciron Black, 6-5, 325, Tyler (TX) Lee 
Alex Boone, 6-8, 296, Lakewood (OH) St. Edwards, Ohio State 
Dan Doering, 6-6, 300, Barrington (IL) 
Matt Hardrick, 6-5, 338, Orlando (FL) Edgewater 
Aleksey Lanis, 6-6, 300, Los Angeles (CA) Crenshaw, UCLA 
Kurt Mattes, 6-6, 265, Plymouth (PA) Wyoming Valley West 
Eugene Monroe, 6-7, 320, Plainfield (NJ) 
Michael Oher, 6-5, 330, Memphis (TN) Briarcrest Christian 
Rodney Picou, 6-4, 300, Moreno Valley (CA) Canyon Springs 
Dace Richardson, 6-6, 300, Wheaton (IL) Wheaton South 
Justin Schifano, 6-5, 300, Webster (NY) Schroeder, Michigan 
Chris Scott, 6-5, 300, Lovejoy (GA) 
Jesse White, 6-3, 290, Denver (CO) Mullen, UCLA 
Kevin Wiggins, 6-7, 320, Washington (D.C.) Dunbar 
Reginald Youngblood, 6-5, 295, Houston (TX) Washington 


Defensive Linemen 
Callahan Bright, 6-2, 315, Bryn Mawr (PA) Harriton 
DeMarcus Granger, 6-3, 325, Dallas (TX) Kimball 
Ricky Jean-Francois, 6-3, 241, Miami (FL) Carol City 
Al Jones, 6-3, 240, New Orleans (LA) St. Augustine, LSU 
James McGillicuddy, 6-3, 285, Worcester (MA) St. John's 
James McKinney, 6-4, 255, Louisville (KY) Central 
Justin Mincey, 6-5, 240, Folkston (GA) Charlton County 
Neefy Moffett, 6-1, 215, Palm Bay (FL) 
Kyle Moore, 6-7, 255, Warner Robins (GA) Houston County 
Kyle Newell, 6-5, 230, Bethlehem (PA) Catholic 
J.B. Paxson, 6-3, 260, Greenwood (IN) Center Grove 
Jerrell Powe, 6-3, 322, Waynesboro (MS) Wayne County 
Matt Reynolds, 6-6, 270, Provo (UT) Timpview 
Marcus Shavers, 6-3, 235, Allen (TX), Arkansas 
Averell Spicer, 6-2, 260, Rancho Cucamonga (CA) 
Terrance Taylor, 6-1, 285, Muskegon (MI) 
Ekom Udofia, 6-1, 288, Scottsdale (AZ) Chaparral 
Kade Weston, 6-6, 312, Red Bank (NJ) 
Vincent Williams, 6-5, 275, Dallas (TX) Carter, Texas A&M 


Linebackers 
Spencer Adkins, 6-0, 228, Naples (FL) 
Travis Beckum, 6-5, 220, Oak Creek (WI) 
Tray Blackmon, 6-0, 192, LaGrange (GA) 
Luthur Brown Il, 6-3, 227, Lakewood (CA) 
Chris Collins, 6-1, 230, Texarkana (TX) Texas, Texas 
Brian Cushing, 6-3, 221, Oradell (NJ) Bergen Catholic 
Darius Dewberry, 6-4, 220, Fort Valley (GA) Peach County 
Phillip Dillard, 6-0, 230, Jenks (OK) 
Jerome Hayes, 6-2, 225, Bayonne (NJ) 
Rey Maualuga, 6-2, 235, Eureka (CA) 
Derek Nicholson, 6-2, 228, Winston Salem (NC) Mt. Tabor 
Ryan Reynolds, 6-2, 220, Las Vegas (NV) Bishop Gorman 


Defensive Backs 
Victor Harris, 6-0, 185, Highland Springs (VA) 
Leon Jackson, 6-3, 200, Pasco (WA) Pasco 
Chris Keys, 6-2, 210, Port Barre (LA), LSU 
Justin King, 6-0, 180, Pittsburgh (PA) Gateway 
Adam Myers-White, 6-4, 190, Hamilton (OH) 
Jamario O'Neal, 6-1, 190, Cleveland (OH) Glenville, Ohio State 
Kenneth Phillips, 6-2, 195, Miami (FL) Carol City 
Melvin Rice Jr, 5-10, 177, Chicago (IL) Morgan Park 
Reggie Smith, 6-1, 190, Edmond (OK) Santa Fe 
Syd'Quan Thompson, 5-10, 170, Sacramento (CA) Grant 


Athletes 
Antonio Bass, 6-1, 194, Jackson (Ml) 
C.J. Byrd, 6-3, 185, North Augusta (SC) 
Todd Cox, 6-2, 195, Memphis (TN) Harding Academy 
Byron Eaton, 5-11, 210, Dallas (TX) Lincoln 
Michael Ray Garvin, 5-8, 177, Ramsey (NJ) Don Bosco Prep 
Tim Holloway, 6-4, 215, Seminary (MS) 
Henry Melton, 6-3, 260, Grapevine (TX) 
Todd Walker, 6-2, 185, Pflugerville (TX) 
Aaron Ware, 6-0, 180, Westlake Village (CA) Oaks Christian, UCLA 
Derrick Williams, 6-0, 187, Greenbelt (MD) Eleanor Roosevelt 


For mor ily iting information, visi 
Huskerslllustrated.com, a member of the Rivals.com network. 


three Super Bowl rings from coaching 
with the Dallas Cowboys..” 

Like Bright, Powe intends to take 
all five of his official visits, and 
Nebraska is currently in line for one of 
them. “I'll definitely take all of my vis- 
its before deciding,” Powe said. 
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“Nebraska should definitely get one 
of my visits.” 

Powe also is open to going to 
school in any area of the country, and 
is not currently considering any of the 
Mississippi schools. “Distance won’t 
matter to me,” he said. “In fact, I'll 
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most likely head out of state for 
school. The most important factor to 
me is a school’s dedication to win- 
ning. I also want to get along well 
with the coaching staff. Really, I just 
want to go somewhere where I can 
win championships.” i 


WHY NOT GET YOUR HUSKER 
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There's no better place to get your 
Nebraska Football news this season than 
Huskersillustrated.com. We're posting 
everything you need to know in our 
exclusive articles, recruiting updates, and 
premium message boards every single day. 
Check out Huskerslllustrated.com to 
become part of the No. 1 online community 


of Husker fans. 
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www.Huskerslllustrated.com 1-866-2-RIVALS 


powered by 


©2004 Rivals.com. All rights reserved. THE INSIDE SCOOP 


ISIAIG HLUON 
be 


-_ : 


™ 


ONFERENCE 


SOUTH DIVISION 


Championship 
Game Results 


2003 — Kansas State 35, Oklahoma 7 
2002 — Oklahoma 29, Colorado 7 
2001 — Colorado 39, Texas 37 

2000 — Oklahoma 27, Kansas St. 24 
1999 — Nebraska 22, Texas 6 

1998 — Texas A&M 36, Kansas St. 33 
1997 — Nebraska 54, Texas A&M 15 
1996 — Texas 37, Nebraska 27 
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uring a coaches’ telecon- 
ference late last season, 
Kansas’ Mark Mangino 
noted changing times in 
the Big 12. “We're not a 
3-yards-and-a-cloud-of- 
dust conference anymore,” he said. 

Whether or not the conference was 
ever that staid is open to debate. But 
it certainly wasn’t Woody Hayes 
mundane last season, including five 
of the nation’s 11 highest-scoring 
teams. 

Oklahoma State averaged 35.9 
points per game yet ranked only fifth 
in the conference, behind Oklahoma 
(42.9), Texas Tech (42.5), Texas (41.0) 
and Kansas State (36.6). 

Texas Tech led the nation in total 
offense and passing offense. But the 
running game had _ its proponents, 
too, as the Big 12 boasted five of the 
nation’s top 11 in rushing. 

The conference also produced the 
nation’s most prolific passer, Texas 
Tech’s B.J. Symons, and leading rush- 
er, Kansas State’s diminutive but 
durable Darren Sproles. And it count- 
ed among its marquee offensive play- 
ers the Heisman Trophy winner, 
Oklahoma’s Jason White. 

Many of those players return, 
beginning with White, whom the 
NCAA granted a sixth season of eligi- 
bility, and Sproles, who very well 
could wrest the Heisman Trophy 
from White. 

For that matter, White isn’t a lock 
to be the first-team all-conference 
quarterback. Though Symons is gone, 
Missouri’s Brad Smith returns, as 


Wi th top p / a yer. sS ba ck, does Texas’ versatile Vince Young. 


And Sproles won't be the Big 12’s 


= only running back of note. Cedric 
the Big 7 ? should be Benson could become the first player 


in Texas history to rush for 1,000 or 


Heisman Trophy winner Jason White of Oklahoma was granted a sixth year of eligi- 
bility, but it won't be easy for him to repeat as the Big 12's top quarterback. 


more yards in four seasons. 


just as offensive Based on number of catches, 


another running back, Texas Tech’s 
multi-talented Taurean Henderson, is 


8 Mike Babcock one of the top returning receivers in 
y the conference, along with teammate 
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Scott Bruhn 


Versatile Texas quarterback Vince Young earned “Freshman of the Year” 


downs and rushing for 998 yards and 11 scores. 


Nehemiah Glover and Oklahoma’s 
Mark Clayton, who caught 83 passes 
for 1,425 yards and 15 touchdowns. 
In short, the Big 12 will be just as 
offensive this season as last. That 
won't change, and neither will the 
league’s balance of power, which fig- 
ures to remain in the South Division 
— acknowledging, however, that the 
North Division’s Kansas State is 
defending conference champion. 


For a fourth consecutive season, 
Oklahoma has the potential to do 
what it did in Bob Stoops’ second 
season as coach (2000), win a nation- 
al championship. The Sooners again 
are serious contenders, with an 
offense that includes White, Clayton 
and a veteran line, a defense with a 
half-dozen all-conference honorees 
and a kicking game featuring All- 
America punt returner Antonio 
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honors after passing for 1,155 yards and six touch- 


Perkins. 
Texas also could contend for a 
national title, if it can break 


Oklahoma’s spell. The Longhorns 
haven't defeated their Red River rival 
since 1999, Stoops’ first season as 
coach. 

One or the other almost certainly 
will represent the South Division in 
the Big 12 championship game, to be 
played at Kansas City’s Arrowhead 
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Kansas State’s diminutive tailback Darren Sproles led the nation in rushing as a junior with 1,986 yards. 


Stadium for a second consecutive 
season. 

The South might be stronger at the 
top, but the North Division appears 
to be more balanced, with Nebraska 
and Missouri posing the most serious 
threats to Kansas State. 

Athlon’s college football annual 
ranks Missouri No. 11 nationally, and 
the Tigers do have Smith directing an 
offense that led the conference in 
rushing. But their defense has been 
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less than distinguished in recent sea- 
sons, and they have to travel to 
Nebraska, where they haven’t won 
since 1978. 

Defense is probably the most sig- 
nificant factor, not just in whether 
Missouri will have a shot at its first 
conference championship since shar- 
ing the Big Eight title with Nebraska 
in 1969, but in the overall divisional 
race. Kansas State figures to have 
another solid but no-name defense to 
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back up its Sproles-led offense, and 
though Coach Bill Callahan’s West 
Coast offense has attracted most of 
the attention at Nebraska since he 
replaced Frank Solich, defense is like- 
ly to be the Cornhuskers’ strength. 
Depending on how Colorado 
responds to its off-field problems, 
Kansas could slip past the Buffaloes 
in the North Division’s lower half, 
while Iowa State continues to strug- 


gle. 


Oklahoma State looks like the best 
of the rest in the South Division, even 
if quarterback Josh Fields opts for 
professional baseball, which seems 
likely. Texas Tech must replace 
Symons. Texas A&M won't be field- 
ing another “Wrecking Crew” 
defense this season, which could be 
reason for optimism at Baylor, for 
whom the divisional cellar has 
become home. Plus, the Bears get 
A&M in Waco. 

Even so, Baylor has a ways to go 
to overtake any team after ranking at 
or near the bottom of the Big 12 in 
just about every major statistical cat- 
egory on offense and defense last 
season. 

Callahan is the Big 12’s only new 
head coach, but there are several new 
coordinators besides the 
Cornhuskers’ Jay Norvell (offense) 
and Kevin Cosgrove (defense), 
including those they replaced. 
Barney Cotton is the offensive coor- 
dinator at lowa State, and Bo Pelini is 
co-defensive coordinator at 
Oklahoma, sharing with Brent 
Venables, following Mike Stoops’ hir- 
ing as Arizona’s head coach. 

Texas also has new co-defensive 
coordinators. Carl Reese resigned 
after in Austin, and 
Coach Mack Brown hired Greg 
Robinson and Dick Tomey, who has 
the title of assistant head coach in 
addition to coaching the defensive 
ends. Robinson was Kansas City 
Chiefs defensive coordinator last sea- 
son, while Tomey, a long-time college 
head coach, was a San Francisco 
49ers assistant. 

Colorado has a new defensive 
coordinator as well. Mike Hankwitz, 
who served as interim head coach at 
Arizona last season, has returned to 
Boulder, where he coordinated the 
defense from 1988 to 1994. 

Offense generates interest, but 
defense wins championships, a fact 
illustrated more than once in the Big 
12 last season. Three conference 
teams ranked among the nation’s top 
eight in scoring defense, led by No. 2 
Nebraska. Oklahoma was No. 5 and 
Kansas State was No. 8. 

The Cornhuskers finished in the 
lower half of the Big 12 in scoring 
and total offense, however, while 
Oklahoma and Kansas State comple- 
mented their defenses with potent 
offenses. That led to controversy fol- 


SIX seasons 


lowing the Sooners’ 77-0 destruction 
of Texas A&M at Norman late in the 


season. 


Mike Lupica, a columnist for the 
New York Daily News, called the lop- 
sided victory a “graceless act” on 
ESPN’s “The Sports Reporters,” 
implying that Bob Stoops had run up 
the score. 

Lupica hadn’t actually seen the 
game, however. Anyone who had 
would have known “we did every- 
thing possible to keep the score 


down,” Stoops told the Daily 
Oklahoman. 
The Sooners’ final touchdown 


came with 1:58 remaining in the third 
quarter, on a fumble return. Had they 
tried, they might have scored over 


100 points. That’s what can happen 
when the nation’s No. 3 scoring 
matched against the 
nation’s No. 115 (out of 117) scoring 
defense. 

There was no 3 yards and a cloud 
of dust on the Sooners’ side of the 
ball that day. 

But three weeks later, Oklahoma, 
with a spot in the BCS national cham- 
pionship game all but guaranteed, 
was embarrassed by Kansas State in 
the Big 12 championship game, 35-7. 

That’s what can happen when a 
potential national champion loses its 
focus against a very good team. 

If the Sooners get that far this sea- 
son, it shouldn’t happen that way 
again. 
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FINAL STANDINGS 


OVERALL I 
PCT. PF PA ee ee owl 
Texas Tech 38, Navy 14 


CONFERENCE 

Ww L PCT. PF PA Ww L 
North Division 
Kansas State 6 2 750 290 121 11 4 
Nebraska 5 3 625 188 154 10 3 
Missouri 4 4 +500 250 198 8 5 
Kansas 3 5 375 209 247 6 7 
Colorado 3 5 .375: 228 255 5 7 
lowa State 0 8 -000 71 «343 2 10 
South Division 
Oklahoma 8 0 1.000 412 90 12 2 
Texas 7 1 .875 308 160 10 3 
Texas Tech 5 3 625 241 286 9 4 
Oklahoma State 4 4 +500 344 230 8 5 
Texas A&M 2 6 .250 205 245 4 8 
Baylor 1 7 125 121 366 3 9 


North Carolina 56; Kansas 26 


733 549 244 
769 322 188 
615 399 287 
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857 601 214 __ Mississippi 31, C 
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TEAM STATISTICS 


| SCMRUSHING OFFENSE 


G ATT YDS AVG TD YPG 

1. Missouri 13 551 3087 5.6 38 237.5 

2. Nebraska 13 716 3063 4.3 28 235.6 

3. Texas 13 587 3023 5.1 41 232.5 

4. Kansas State 16 688 3429 5.0 42 228.6 

5. Oklahoma St. 13 522 2831 5.4 34 217.8 

6. Texas A&M 12 479 2127 4.4 22 177.2 

7. Kansas 13 492 2152 4.4 20 165.5 

8. Oklahoma 14 538 2043 3.8 27 145.9 

9. lowa State 12 446 1448 3.2 10 120.7 

10. Baylor 12 478 1320 2.8 8 110.0 
11. Texas Tech 13 308 1397 4.5 20 107.5 
12. Colorado 12 434 1120 2.6 16 93.3 


G AT CPIN PCT YDS YPA TD YPG 


1. TT 13. 780 506 23 649 6179 7.9 53 475.3 
2. OU 14 480 299 11 62.3 4109 86 43 293.5 
3. CU 12 452 283 13 62.6 3351 7.4 27 279.2 
4. KU 13. 414 255 15 61.6 3327 80 25 255.9 
5. A&M 12 330 178 13 53.9 2551 7.7 12 212.6 
6. KSU 15 371 19417 52.3 3186 86 25 212.4 
7. UT 13° 330 186 9 56.4 2686 8.1 22 206.6 
8. OSU 13 350 19113 546 2561 7.3 21 197.0 
9. ISU 12 378 172 16 45.5 2122 56 10 176.8 
10. BAY 12 344 195 12 56.7 2057 60 11 171.4 
11. MU 13. 375 «4225 8 60.0 2158 58 14 166.0 
12. NU 13° «#192 9410 49.0 1422 7.4 8 109.4 


G PLYS YDS AVG TD YPG 
1. Texas Tech 13. 1088 7576 7.0 73 582.8 
2. Kansas State 15 1059 6615 6.2 67 441.0 
3. Oklahoma 14 1018 6152 6.0 70 439.4 
4. Texas 13 917 5709 6.2 63 439.2 
5. Kansas 13 906 5479 6.0 45 421.5 
6. Oklahoma St. 13 872 5392 6.2 55 414.8 
7. Missouri 13 926 5245 5.7 52 403.5 
8. Texas A&M 12 809 4678 5.8 34 389.8 
9. Colorado 12 886 4471 5.0 43 372.6 
10. Nebraska 13 908 4485 4.9 36 345.0 
. lowa State 12 824 3570 4.3 20 297.5 
12. Baylor 12 822 3377 4.1 19 281.4 
PAT 
G PTS AVG TD XP = DXP FG SAF 
1. OU 14 601 429 78 74 0 19 0 
2. TT 13 552 425 76 66 3 0 68 0 
3. UT 13 533 41.0 72 63 4 0 10 0 
4. KSU 15 549 366 73 67 2 0 12 2 
5. OSU 13 467 359 60 59 0 0 16 0 
6. MU 13 399 307 53 45 2 0 10 1 
7. KU 13 384 295 50 38 2 0 14 0 
8. CU 12 319 266 44 32 1 0.67 0 
9. A&M 12 304 25.3 3). 631 0 OT? 0 
10. NU 13° 322 248 40 35 0 0 15 1 
11. BAY 12 191 15.9 24 24 0 o 7 1 
12. ISU 12 173 #144 #21 ~=«19 2 0 68 0 


G ATT YDS AVG TD YPG 

1. Kansas State 15 549 1627 3.0 6 108.5 

2. Oklahoma 14 462 1585 3.4 11 113.2 

3. Nebraska 13 444 1549 3.5. 13 119.2 

4. Colorado 12 450 1810 4.0 18 150.8 

5. Texas 13 541 1983 3.7 20 152.5 

6. Oklahoma St. 13 531 2079 3.9 16 159.9 

7. Missouri 13 552 2174 3.9 18 167.2 

8. Baylor 12 454 2311 5.1 28 192.6 

9. Kansas 13 518 2531 49 32 194.7 

10. Texas Tech 13 543 2562 4.7 33 197.1 
11. lowa State 12 519 2602 5.0 34 216.8 
12. Texas A&M 12 567 2701 4.8 31 225.1 


PASSING DEFENSE 


G AT CPIN PCT YDS YPA TD YPG 


1. OU 14 419 218 22 52.0 2050 4.9 11 146.4 
2. KSU 15 447 224 20 50.1 2619 59 19 174.6 
3. UT 13. 354 167 15 47.2 2305 65 14 177.3 
4. NU 13° 430 218 32 50.7 2312 54 10 177.8 
5. A&M 12 311 192 6 61.7 2477 80 29 206.4 
6. MU 13 422 266 9 63.0 2779 66 15 213.8 
7. KU 13, 390 242 12 62.1 2833 7.3 18 217.9 
8. ISU 12 340 227 8 66.8 2709 80 19 225.8 
9. OSU 13. 437) «247 18 «#565 3134 7.2 23 241.1 
10. TT 13. 410 235 16 57.3 3332 8.1 20 256.3 
11. BAY 12 378 212 6 56.1 3089 8.2 31 257.4 
12. CU 12 416 247 10 59.4 3375 8.1 27 281.2 


G PLYS YDS AVG TD YPG 
1. Oklahoma 14 881 3635 4.1 22 259.6 
2. Kansas State 15 996 4246 4.3 25 283.1 
3. Nebraska 13 874 3861 4.4 23 297.0 
4. Texas 13 895 4288 4.8 34 329.8 
5. Missouri 13 974 4953 5.1 33 381.0 
6. Oklahoma St. 13 968 5213 5.4 39 401.0 
7. Kansas 13 908 5364 5.9 50 412.6 
8. Texas A&M 12 878 5178 5.9 60 431.5 
9. Colorado 12 866 5185 6.0 45 432.1 
10. lowa State 12 859 5311 6.2 53 442.6 
11. Baylor 12 832 5400 6.5 59 450.0 
12. Texas Tech 13 953 5894 6.2 53 453.4 


SCORING DEFENSE 


G PTS AVG ™ x es 2XP DXP Bae hack 


1. NU 13° «188 «414.5 0 

2. OU 14 214 #15.3 27 33 1 0 9 0 
3. KSU 15 244 163 31 28 1 0 68 2 
4. UT 13° 280 21.5 36 22 4 0 10 2 
5. MU 13. 287 «22.1 34 28 2 0 17 0 
6. OSU 13° 326 25.1 43 39 1 o% 3g 0 
7. KU 13 396 305 53 49 1 o 9 0 
8. CU 12 398 33.2 51 45 0 0 15 1 
9. TF 13. 442 34.0 57 54 2 0 14 0 
10. ISU 12 437 364 57 50 0 QO 15 0 
11. BAY 12 455 37.9 62 59 0 Oo 8 0 
12. A&M 12 465 38.8 64 52 3 a 1 


68 JUNE/JULY 2004 Www.huskersillustrated.com 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 


Player, School, Class G ATT YDS AVG TD vPG Player, School, Class G ™D xP FG PTS PTPG 
1. Darren Sproles, KSU, Jr. 15 306 1986 6.5 16 132.4 1. Cedric Benson, UT, Jr. 12 22 2 0 134 11.2 
2. Tatum Bell, OSU, Sr. 1 213-1286 6.0 16 116.9 2. Trey DiCarlo, OU, So. 14 0 74 19 131 9.4 
3. Cedric Benson, UT, Jr. 12 258 1360 5.3 21 113.3 3. Brad Smith, MU, So. 13 19 4 0 118 9.1 
4. Brad Smith, MU, So. 13 212 1406 6.6 18 108.2 4. Tatum Bell, OSU, Sr. 11 16 0 0 96 8.7 
5. Rashad Armstrong, BAY, Sr. 12 258 1074 4.2 6 89.5 5. Luke Phillips, OSU, Sr. 13 0 55 16 103 7.9 
6. Zack Abron, MU, Sr. 13 219 +1155 5.3 14 88.8 6. Darren Sproles, KSU, Jr. 15 19 0 it) 114 7.6 
7. Courtney Lewis, A&M, Fr. 12 186 1024 5.5 12 85.3 7. Taurean Henderson, TT, So. 13 16 0 0 96 7.4 
8. Vince Young, UT, Fr. 12 135 998 7.4 in) 83.2 8. Ell Roberson, KSU, Sr. 13 15 4 0 94 7.2 
9. Ell Roberson, KSU, Sr. 3 «6227 975 43 15 75.0 9. Keith Toogood, TT, Fr. 13 0 66 8 90 6.9 

10. Clark Green, KU, So, 13-204 968 4.7 6 74.5 9. Rashaun Woods, OSU, Sr. 13 15 0 0 90 6.9 

9. Joe Rheem, KSU, Jr. 15 0 67 12 103 6.9 

(Min. Five Attempts Per Game) RATING 

Player, School, Class G at cp pct 1 vos to pts | Player, School, Class ai fae. * Seat ~ Soe « Some 

BS 1. Kyle Larson, NU, Sr. 13 66 2978 45.1 80 
1. Jason White, OU, Sr. 14 451 278 61.6 10 3846 40 158.1 
i : 2. Cole Farden, OSU, Jr. 13 52 2245 43.2 80 
2. Bill Whittemore, KU, Sr. 10 263 159 605 6 2385 18 154.7 ‘ 
3. Daniel Sepulveda, BAY, Fr. 12 87 3750 43.1 62 
3. B.J. Symons, TT, Sr. 13719 470 65.4 22 5833 52 151.3 
4. Alex Reyes, TT, Fr. 12 28 1203 43.0 67 
4. Chance Mock, UT, Jr. 13 «184 «+100 4543 2 1469 16 147.9 
5. John Torp, CU, So. 12 63 2679 42.5 69 
5. El Roberson, KSU, Sr. 13° 294 152 51.7 12 2545 24 143.2 
6. Blake Ferguson, OU, Jr. 14 56 2346 41.9 60 
6. Joel Klatt, CU, So. 11 358 233 65.1 10 2614 21 140.2 + 
: 7. Jared Brite, KSU, Sr. 15 68 2830 41.6 69 
7. Vince Young, UT, Fr. 12 143 «#84 #587 7 #1155 6 130.6 
8. Tony Yelk, ISU, Jr. 10 73 3022 414 62 
8. Josh Fields, OSU, Jr. 13° 338 «#4184 «6554.4 12 2494 21 129.8 ‘ 
< ee 9. Curtis Ansel, KU, Sr. 13 47 1937 41.2 64 
9. Santino Riccio, MU, So. 10 #23 13 #565 1 184 2 25.6 140. Richmond McGee, UT, So 13 46 1883 40.9 58 

10. Reggie McNeal, A&M, So. 12° 221 113 «S17 -7 1782 8 4245 7 & a) is ‘ 

Player, School, Class G UT AT Tr TPG SACKS 

Player, School, Class G REC YDS Tt RPG yPc 1. Josh Buhl, KSU, Sr. 15 109 75 184 12.3 0.5 
1. Wes Welker, TT, Sr. 13 97 ©1099 9 7.46 11.3 2. Barrett Ruud, NU, Jr. 13 78 71 149 11.5 2.5 
2. D.J. Hackett, CU, Sr. 12 78 1013 7 6.50 13.0 3. Jaxson Appel, A&M, So. 12 73 62 135 11.2 0.0 
3. Mickey Peters, TT, Sr. 13 78 975 12 6.00 12.5 4. James Kinney, MU, Jr. 12 83 61 14404290. 1.0 
3. Taurean Henderson, TT, So. 13 78 #6611 6 6,00 7.8 5. Maurice Lane, BAY, So. 12 89 40 129 10.8 1.0 
5. Mark Clayton, OU, Jr. 14 83 1425 15 5.93 17.2 6. Nick Reid, KU, So. 13 93 40 133 10.2 2.0 
6. Rashaun Woods, OSU, Sr. 13 77 1367 15 5.92 17.8 7. Demorrio Williams, NU, Sr 13 83 45 128 9.8 11.0 
6. Nehemiah Glover, TT, Jr. 13 77 1081 3 5.92 14.0 8. Jamaine Billups, ISU, Sr. 12 86 30 116 97 1.0 
8. Carlos Francis, TT, Sr. 13 75 #1177 9 §.77 15.7 9. Gabe Toomey, KU, Jr. 13 83 38 121 93 0.0 
9. Roy Williams, UT, Sr. 13 70 1079 9 5.38 15.4 9. Derrick Johnson, UT, Jr. 13 76 45 121 9.3 2.0 

10. Derek McCoy, CU, Sr. 12 63 883 11 5.25 14.0 

Player, School, Class G NO yDS TD IPG 
1 Josh Bullocks, NU, So. 13 10 154 0 rd 

Player, School, Class G PLAYS RUSH PASS TOTAL YPG 2. Darrent Williams, OSU, Jr. 1 6 130 2 55 
1. B.J. Symons, TT, Sr. 13 798 143 5833 5976 459.7 3. Brodney Pool, OU, So. 14 7 79 0 50 
2. Bill Whittemore, KU, Sr. 10 390 534 2385 2919 291,9 4. Ryan Aycock, TT, Sr. 13 6 109 0 46 
3. Ell Roberson, KSU, Sr. 13 521 975 2545 3520 270.8 4. Nathan Vasher, UT, Sr. 13 6 12 ti) 46 
4. Jason White, OU, Sr. 14 493 -150 3846 3696 264.0 6. James McGill, KSU, Sr. 15 6 40 0 40 
5. Brad Smith, MU, So. 13 562 1406 1977 3383 260.2 7. Vincent Meeks, TT, So. 11 4 87 0 36 
6. Joel Klatt, CU, So. 11 426 -91 2614 2523 4 =229.4 8. Jaxson Appel, A&M, So. 12 4 109 1 33 
7. Josh Fields, OSU, Jr. 13 375 -54 24694 2440 187.7 8. Cedric Williams, KSU, Jr. 15 § -2 0 33 
8. Vince Young, UT, Fr. 12 278 «©6998 §=6©°1155) =. 2153.s:179.4 10. Derrick Johnson, UT, Jr. 13 4 92 1 31 
9. Reggie McNeal, A&M, So. 12 348 370 1782 2152 179.3 10. Fabian Washington, NU,So. 13 4 14 Q 31 

10. Jammal Lord, NU, Sr. 13 391 948 1305 2253 173.3 10. Lornell McPherson, NU, Jr. 13 4 in 0 31 


(Selections were unanimous Big 12 Coaches and Associated Press unless noted /2004 returners in bold/2003 classification shown) 


SPECIALTY HONORS 


Offensive Player of the Year 
Jason White, Oklahoma 


Defensive Player 
of the Year, AP 
Derrick Strait, Oklahoma 


Offensive Newcomer 
of the Vear, AP 
Vince Young, Texas 


Defensive Newcomer 
of the Vear, AP 
Jason Berryman, lowa State 
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 \ Coloratio lowa State Kansas KansasState Missouri Nebraska 


Sept. 4 Colorado State Northern lowa Tulsa Western Kentucky Arkansas State Western Illinois 
Sept. 11 @Washington State @lowa Toledo Fresno State @lTroy State Southern Mississippi 
Sept. 18 North Texas Northern Illinois © @Northwestern  UlL-Lofayette Ball State @Pittsburgh 
Sept. 25 idle idle Texas Tech idle idle idle 

Oct. 2 @Missouri = @Oklahoma State © @Nebraska @Texas A&M Colorado Kansas 
Oct. 9 Oklahoma State Texas A&M Kansas State @XKansas @Baylor @Texas Tech 
Oct. 16 lowa State @Colorado idle Oklahoma @Texas Baylor 
Oct. 23 @Texas A&M @Baylor @0klahoma Nebraska Oklahoma State © @Kansas State 
Oct. 30 Texas Kansas @lowa State Texas Tech @Nebraska Missouri 
Nov. 6 @Kansas Nebraska Colorado @Missouri Kansas State @lowa State 
Nov. 13 Kansas State Missouri Texas @Colorado @lowa State § @0klahoma 
Nov. 20 idle @Kansas State @Missouri lowa State Kansas idle 
Nov. 27 @Nebraska** idle idle idle idle Colorado** 


2004 Bic 12 ScHEDULES 


S h 


Baylor Oklahoma Oklahoma St. Texas Texas AaM Texas Tec 
Sept. 4 @UAB Bowling Green @UCLA North Texas @Utah* @SMU 
Sept. 11 Texas State Houston Tulsa @Arkansas Wyoming @New Mexico 
Sept. 18 idle Oregon SMU idle Clemson TU 
Sept. 25 North Texas idle idle Rice idle @XKansas 
Oct. 2 @Texas Texas Tech lowa State Baylor Kansas State @0klahoma 
Oct. 9 Missouri Texas (Dallas) @(olorado Oklahoma (Dallas) | @lowa State Nebraska 
Oct. 16 @Nebraska @Kansas State Texas A&M Missouri = @Oklahoma State idle 
Oct. 23 lowa State Kansas @Missouri @Texas Tech Colorado Texas 
Oct. 30 Texas A&M  @Oklahoma State Oklahoma @Colorado @Baylor @Kansas State 
Nov. 6 @Texas Tech @Texas A&M @Texas Oklahoma State Oklahoma Baylor 
Nov. 13 @Oklahoma State Nebraska Baylor @Kansas Texas Tech @Texas A&M 
Nov. 20 Oklahoma @Baylor idle idle idle idle 
Nov. 27 idle idle @lexas Tech Texas A&M @lexas Oklahoma State 

“Thursday, Sept. 2 “Friday, Nov. 26 
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* Each home game contains the Tunnel Walk footage. 


from 1941 through 2000. 
2 DVD's, 4 hours of Big Plays! 


¢ Each game in its entirety on separate discs (‘94 and ‘97 seasons have 13 discs and the ‘95 season has 12 discs). 
* Each game disc contains excerpts from the corresponding Tom Osborne show at the end of each disc. 
* Tom Osborne show excerpts contain special features on players and coaches and post game interviews. 


¢ Each game disc has chapter points that allow you to skip forward or backward in the game. 


1994, 1995, and 1997 are seasons no Husker fan will ever forget. 
The Huskers went undefeated in each season and claimed the 
National Tide. 1994 ended years of frustration with close calls in 
S011 19 GAMES ON BvD National Title games when we finally beat #3 ranked Miami and 
Warren Sapp on their home turf. 1995 saw the most dominat- 
ing season long performance by any team in Division I history, 
capped by an unprecedented trouncing of #2 and undefeated 
Florida, 62-24, in the Fiesta Bowl. 1997 was coach Osborne's 
final season as head coach, as he finished his 25 year career with 
an amazing 255 wins versus only 49 losses. 1997 witnessed the 
most exciting game of his career in the overtime win at Missouti 
and an Orange Bowl victory over Peyton Manning led Tennessee. 


To order call: 800- 
OR VISIT www.best 


c ‘84 and ‘94 Orange Bowls on one ETV’s documentary on perhaps the 

All the big plays (over 1,000!) ‘71 Game of the Century vs. OU DVD. Relive the painfully proud greatest college football coaching 

and the ‘71 season highlights, both moments of two great losses. career. 6 hours of material. 
featuring Lyell Bremser's call! 


NU downs Florida 62 -24 in the Thrilling win over Miami to cap- NU beats Tennessee for the ‘97 
2 : ‘ a . ah Tl Pe Bee eS Gp = : fai A 3 
biggest #1 vs. #2 blowout in college ture the ‘94 National Title, 24-17. NU’s first 2 National Tide games National Title in coach Osborne's 


football history. 


on one DVD. final game, 42-17. 


Baden leather autograph ball signed by 
coach Callahan. $69.99 


Leather signature ball 
by Baden. Autographed 
by Tom Osborne. $69.99 


Schutt mini signed by at + 
coach Callahan. $64.99 ~ a, 


To order call: 800-230-3831 ORDER ON-LINE WWW.BESTOFBIGRED.COM 


All Items available in Husker Stores Statewide, induding; Lincoln: Nebraska Bookstore, UNL Bookstore, Scheels, Husker Headquarters Omaha: Husker Hounds, Red Zone 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 


First Team 


OFFENSE 

Pos. Player Ht. Wt. Yr. School 

WR Mark Clayton 5-11 187 Sr. Oklahoma 

WR Nehemiah Glover 5-8 177 Sr. Texas Tech 
Matt Herian 6-5 240 Jr. Nebraska 
Jammal Brown 6-6 313 Sr. Oklahoma 
Sam Mayes 6-4 350 Sr. Oklahoma State 
Daniel Loper 6-7 329 Sr. Texas Tech 
Richie Incognito 6-3 290 Jr. Nebraska 
Jonathan Scott 6-7 305 Jr. Texas 
Jason White 6-3 221 Sr. Oklahoma 
Darren Sproles 5-7 180 Sr. Kansas State 
Cedric Benson 6-0 215 Sr. Texas 
Trey DiCarlo 6-0 204 Jr. Oklahoma 
Greg Heaggans 6-0 185 Jr. Kansas 

DEFENSE 

Dan Cody 6-5 260 Sr. Oklahoma 
Dusty Dvoracek 6-3 287 Sr. Oklahoma 
Rodrique Wright 6-5 315 Jr. Texas 
Adell Duckett 6-4 265 Sr. Texas Tech 
Derrick Johnson 6-4 230 Sr. Texas 
Barrett Ruud 6-2 240 Sr. Nebraska 
James Kinney 6-1 240 Sr. Missouri 
Josh Bullocks 6-0 205 Jr. Nebraska 
Darrent Williams 5-9 170 Sr. Oklahoma State 
Jaxson Appel 5-10 196 Jr. Texas A&M 
Brodney Pool 6-3 198 Jr. Oklahoma 
Daniel Sepulveda 6-3 214 So. Baylor 
Antonio Perkins 6-0 188 Sr. Oklahoma 


PRESEASON Aul-Bicg 12 


Second Team 


Pos. Player 


OFFENSE 

Ht. Wt. 

WR_ Brandon Rideau 6-2 190 
WR_ Brandon Jones 6-3 214 
Joe Klopfenstein 6-5 240 
Vince Carter 6-3 289 
Tony Palmer 6-3 305 
Joe Vaughn 6-1 285 
John Doty 6-8 300 
Geoff Hangartner 6-5 300 
Brad Smith 6-2 207 
Vernand Morency 5-11 210 
Courtney Lewis 5-11 194 
Joe Rheem 6-2 196 
Terrence Murphy 6-1 193 
DEFENSE 

Jonathan Jackson 6-3 238 
C.J. Mosley 6-3 305 
Jermaine Berry 6-0 295 
Jason Berryman 6-2 225 
Lance Mitchell 6-3 243 
Gabriel Toomey 6-4 235 
Brandon Brown 6-0 230 
Fabian Washington 5-11 180 
Donte Nicholson 6-2 210 
Maurice Lane 5-11 183 
Daniel Bullocks 6-1 205 
Cole Farden 52 Mie-2 10 
Charles Gordon Bille 170 


Yr. 
Or: 
Sr. 
Jit, 
Sr. 
Ulla 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
ae 

So. 

So; 
Sik 
STE 


Siz 
ad 
Sr. 
So. 
Sr. 
dit 


Sr. 


ait: 
Sr. 
Jit 
ure 
Sr. 
So. 


School 
Kansas 
Oklahoma 
Colorado 
Oklahoma 
Missouri 
Kansas 
Kansas State 
Texas A&M 
Missouri 
Oklahoma State 
Texas A&M 
Kansas State 
Texas A&M 


Oklahoma 
Missouri 
Kansas State 
lowa State 
Oklahoma 
Kansas 

lowa State 
Nebraska 
Oklahoma 
Baylor 
Nebraska 
Oklahoma State 
Kansas 


QUARTERBACK 


Texas 

Vince Young 6-5 225 So. 

Chance Mock 6-2 225 Sr. 

The Longhorns have two, count ‘em two, proven 
Big 12-quality quarterbacks. Young earned 
“Freshman of the Year” recognition after rushing 
for 998 yards and 11 touchdowns and passing for 
1,155 yards and six touchdowns. His success was 
such that Mock, who began last season as the 
starter, considered transferring to a Division I-AA 
program. Mock completed 100-of-183 passes for 
1,469 yards and 16 touchdowns, with only two 
interceptions, giving him the nation’s best touch- 
downs-to-interceptions ratio. Under their direction, 
Texas set school records for points and total yards. 


Best of the Rest 

Oklahoma's Jason White is not only the best of 
the rest, he is the Big 12’s best, period. He won the 
Heisman Trophy, after all, and posted remarkable 
passing numbers: 278-of-451 (61.6 percent) for 
3,846 yards and 40 touchdowns, with only 10 inter- 
ceptions. His young back-ups are highly regarded 
but unproven, however, so Texas gets a slight edge 
at the position because of its depth. 


RUNNING BACK 


Kansas State 

Darren Sproles 5-7 180 Sr. 

Thomas Clayton 6-0 210 So. 

Carlos Alsup 6-1 210 Jr. 

Sproles already owns more than a dozen Kansas 
State rushing records following a junior season in 
which he ran for 1,986 yards and 16 touchdowns. 
He also caught 25 passes for 287 yards and two 
touchdowns and returned kicks. He does it all and 
he’s durable despite his size. Clayton transferred 
from Florida State, where he played sparingly as a 
true freshman. He had to deal with a knee injury 
while sitting out last season and left the Wildcats’ 
spring game with a shoulder injury, after a nifty 27- 
yard run. Alsup missed all but the first two games 
of last season because of injury. 


Best of the Rest 

Cedric Benson opted to remain at Texas rather 
than leave early for the NFL and could become the 
first player in Longhorns’ history to rush for 1,000 
yards in four seasons. He rushed for 1,360 yards 
and 21 touchdowns last season and trails only 
Ricky Williams and Earl Campbell on the 
Longhorns’ career rushing list. Selvin Young, who 
also returns kicks, has been the top backup. 
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Bic 12 Position-By- 


RECEIVER 


Oklahoma 
Mark Clayton 5-11 187 Sr. 
Brandon Jones 6-3 214 Si 
JeJuan Rankins5-11 Awi2 Jr. 
Travis Wilson 6-3 216 Al 
Will Peoples 6-1 191 Sr. 
Quarterback Jason White has plenty 
of choices, beginning with Clayton, who 
caught 83 passes for 1,425 yards and 15 
touchdowns last season. Jones, who 
has been overshadowed by Clayton, | 
caught 46 passes; five produced gains — 
of 45 yards or more and eight went for 
touchdowns. Rankins, Wilson and Mark Clayton 
Peoples each caught at least 24 passes 
for a combined 1,000 yards and 13 touchdowns. Keeping all 
of the receivers happy will be no small task. But opposing 
defenses will have a bigger task. 


Best of the Rest 

If Kansas can settle on a quarterback capable of getting 
the ball to them, Brandon Rideau and Mark Simmons can 
catch it. Rideau finished with 51 receptions for 677 yards 
and six touchdowns and Simmons caught 40 passes for 
769 yards and seven touchdowns, three of which came on 
plays of 65 yards or longer. And the Jayhawks would be 
even better if Coach Mark Mangino didn’t plan to use his 
best receiver, Charles Gordon, at cornerback. 


OFFENSIVE LINE 
Oklahoma 


Jammal Brown’ 6-6 313 Sr. 

Vince Carter 6-3 289 Sr. 

Wes Sims 6-5 308 Sir 

Davin Joseph 6-4 312 Jr. 

Kelvin Chaisson 6-5 303 Jr. 

The Sooners are big and experienced up front, with all of 
their starters returning. Brown, a third-year starter, graded the 
highest and was a consensus first-team all-conference pick. He 
also earned All-America recognition from the American 
Football Coaches Association and CNNSI.com. Carter was 
first-team all-conference and one of six finalists for the 
Rimington Award as the nation’s top collegiate center. Sims 
has started for three seasons, though his first was cut short by 
injury. Chaisson has 19 consecutive starts, and Joseph is con- 
sidered the most athletic of the group. 


Best of the Rest 

Nine of Oklahoma State’s top 10 linemen return, including 
guard Sam Mayes, an All-America candidate. Texas must 
replace Tillman Holloway, but the Longhorns have four return- 
ing starters, among them 6-foot-7, 305-pound junior tackle 
Jonathan Scott, a third-team all-conference selection. 
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PosiTiON BREAKDOWN 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


Oklahoma 
Dan Cody 6-5 260 Si 
Dusty Dvoracek 6-3 287 Sr. 
Jonathan Jackson6-3 238 Sr. 


All-America tackle Tommie Harris must be 
replaced, but three outstanding starters return. Cody 
and Dvoracek both were consensus first-team all-con- 
ference selections, Jackson a second-team choice. 
Cody also was a finalist for the Ted Hendricks Award 
as the nation’s top collegiate defensive end. He was 
credited with 10 sacks, 17 tackles-for-loss and 17 quar- 
terback hurries. Dvoracek had seven sacks, 16 tackles- 
for-loss and 15 hurries. Jackson, a third-year starter, 
had a team-high 26 hurries. Opposing quarterbacks 
again will find themselves under considerable pres- 
sure. 


Best of the Rest 

Kansas State has only one returning starter, tack- 
le Jermaine Berry, but the Wildcats rotated eight at 
four positions and four experienced back-ups 
return. Also, Andrew Bulman was a projected 
starter before suffering a season-ending injury in 
fall camp. He has been granted a sixth season of 
eligibility. Missouri has a solid tackle tandem in C.J. 
Mosley and Atiyyah Ellison and experienced ends. 


LINEBACKER 


Texas 
Derrick Johnson 6-4 230 Sr. 
Aaron Harris 6-0 235 Ale 
Garnett Smith 6-3 230 So. 


Derrick Johnson was the Longhorns’ first consen- 
sus All-American linebacker since Jeff Leiding in 1983 
as well as their first-ever finalist for the Butkus Award 
as the nation’s top collegiate linebacker. He was cred- 
ited with a team-high 125 tackles, including 20 for 
losses. He also had two sacks, 10 quarterback pres- 
sures, nine pass breakups, three fumbles caused and 
four interceptions. Smith began last season as the 
starter in the middle but was sidelined by an ankle 
injury in the opener. Harris stepped in and finished 
with 60 tackles, six sacks and 14 pressures. Reed Boyd 
must be replaced. 


Best of the Rest 

Oklahoma State has an athletic group of lineback- 
ers, led by Paul Duren, who was credited with 97 tack- 
les last season. Kansas State’s linebacking is always 
solid. Ted Sims is the only returning starter, but 
Marvin Simmons, who originally signed a letter of 
intent with USC, could be a force after an unimpres- 
sive first season following his transfer from Compton 
(Calif.) College. 
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SECONDARY 


Nebraska a 
Josh Bullocks 6-0 205 Jr. 
Daniel Bullocks 6-1 205 Jr. 
Fabian Washington 5-11 180 Jr. 


Lornell McPherson 5-9 180 _ Sr. 

The Cornhuskers led the nation in 
pass efficiency defense and intercep- 
tions. Josh Bullocks earned All-America 
recognition from The Sporting News § 
after leading the nation with a school- 
and conference-record 10 interceptions. 
Daniel Bullocks led the secondary and 
was fourth on the team with 69 tackles. 
Washington has started since he was a 
true freshman and is one of the best 
cover corners in the conference. He Yosh Bullocks 
broke up a team-high 10 passes and 
intercepted four. McPherson will step in at the other corner 
after being the starting nickel back. Depth is a concern, how- 
ever. 


Best of the Rest 
Oklahoma is a close second, despite having to replace 
Brandon Everage and All-American Derrick Strait. Safety 
Brodney Pool made 68 tackles and intercepted seven pass- 
es. Donte Nicholson, a second-team all-conference selec- 
tion, was credited with 90 tackles. Antonio Perkins also was 
in the regular rotation. 


KICKING 


Oklahoma 
Trey DiCarlo 6-0 204 Jr 
Blake Ferguson 6-0 186 Sr. 
Antonio Perkins 6-0 188 Sr. 


DiCarlo, the Sooners’ place-kicker, was second in the Big 
12 in scoring with 131 points, on 19-of-22 field goals and 74- 
of-76 extra-point kicks. Ferguson averaged 41.9 yards per 
punt, 18 of which were downed inside the opponents’ 20- 
yard line. Perkins, who has 4.31-second speed in the 40-yard 
dash, earned All-America honors as a punt returner. He 
returned four for touchdowns, including three against 
UCLA, finishing with a combined 277 yards. The returns 
went for 84, 74 and 65 yards. His other punt return touch- 
down was for 69 yards against Missouri, giving him seven 
for his career, one shy of the NCAA record. 


Best of the Rest 

Kansas has two of the Big 12’s top kick returners in Greg 
Heaggans (kickoffs) and Charles Gordon (punts). Colorado 
has punter John Torp, who averaged 42.5 yards, and place- 
kicker Mason Crosby, while Texas A&M has Todd Pegram, 
who was successful on 17-of-22 field goal attempts, and 
Terrance Murphy, who led the Big 12 in kickoff returns with 
a 27.2-yard average. 
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IN-DEPTH COVERAGE OF NEBRASKA ATHLETICS 


www.Huskerslllustrated.com 


Where every avid Nebraska fan starts his day 


TEAM COVERAGE 


RECRUITING INFORMATION 


PLAYER STATISTICS 


MESSAGE BOARDS 


YOUR TICKET TO THE ULTIMATE ONLINE DESTINATION FOR NEBRASKA SPORTS 
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Montgomery Gl___@ eee eel 
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Nebraska Army National Guard 
1-800-GO-GUARD www.1800GOGUARD.com 


SOME THINGS SHOULD 
REMAIN PERSONAL. 


Banking, for instance. 


At First National Bank, our Personal Bankers 
care about you and your business. Stop in today. We think 
you'll see what a difference personal service can make. 


@ First National Bank 
Investing in you. 


fnbomaha.com 
MEMBER FDIC 
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Ss couvuTn'rT t 


BIG 12 CO 
2004? 


Will it be a 
Kansas State- 
Oklahoma 


rematch Dec. 4 
in Kansas City? 


NG REPORT S 


NFERENCE 


NORTH 


Kansas State .. . don’t count out the ‘Cats 
Nebraska ... air catiahan takes off 
NIISSOUFI ... with smith, anything’s possible 
Kansas ... another bow! season unlikely 
Colorado ... aftectea by off-field problems 
lowa State ... can't be worse than 2003 


SOUTH 


Oklahoma... making another championship run 


OochAQN = 


Texas ... ou remains Mack's nemesis 
Oklahoma St. ... ‘Pokes better than some think 
Texas Tech .. . teach still needs some defense 
Texas A&M .. . where's the Wrecking Crew 


Baylor . .. Bears’ growing pains continue 


oachah = 


KANSAS STATE 


fter Kansas State’s Darren Sproles had rushed for 

A 273 yards against his team, Missouri Coach Gary 
Pinkel tried to find something positive. “I’m just 
glad he’s a senior,” Pinkel said. 

Fine, except that Sproles was a junior. 

Pinkel and the other Big 12 coaches will have to deal 
with Sproles again this season as they attempt to unseat 
Coach Bill Snyder’s defending conference champion 
Wildcats. 

Although Sproles is one 
of only 12 returning starters, 
including specialists, he 
gives Kansas State an edge 
in the North Division. And 
as the Wildcats proved last 
season, anything can hap- 
pen in the conference cham- 
pionship game, which again 
will be played at Kansas 
City’s Arrowhead Stadium. 

Sproles does it all. “He’s 
a hard runner. He’s a pass 
catcher. He’s developed as a 
blocker. He’s a punt return- 
er. And he’s a kickoff return- 
er,” Snyder has said. “He is 
really talented.” 

Sproles is so talented, in 
fact, that Snyder, though not 
one to put much stock in 
such things, has included 
his name and Heisman 
Trophy in the same sen- 
tence. He “has to be among 
the very elite of Heisman 
hopefuls,” Snyder told the 
Omaha _ (Neb.)  World- 
Herald in the spring. 

“He should draw consid- 
eration from anyone who 
casts a vote.” 


Powercal Illustrated 


would be difficult. Sproles, 

who finished fifth in voting last season, is a top candidate 
even though Oklahoma’s Jason White, last year’s winner, 
also is back. 

Sproles’ candidacy is backed by compelling statistics. 
He led the nation in rushing with 1,986 yards, averaging 
6.5 yards per carry — tops among those with at least 180 
carries. And he gained 200 or more yards three times, 
including 235 against Oklahoma in the Big 12 title game. 

He also set a conference record with 2,735 all-purpose 
yards, and if he were to have another monster season, he 
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WILDCATS 


Tailback Darren Sproles, KSU‘s career rushing leader, led the 
Arguing with Snyder nation with 1,986 yards as a junior. 


could pass Ricky Williams as the conference's career rush- 
ing leader. 

Kansas State quarterback Michael Bishop was runner- 
up to Williams in the 1998 Heisman Trophy race, by the 
way. Bishop was the Wildcats’ only Heisman contender 
until Sproles. 

If Sproles can approximate what he has done the past 
two seasons, Kansas State will be in the thick of things in 
the divisional race despite significant losses on both sides 
of the ball. 

Quarterback Ell 
Roberson is gone from the 
offense, as are center Nick 
Leckey and wide receiver 
James Terry. And _ the 
defense lost seven starters, 
including All-Big 12 line- 
backer Josh Buhl and strong 
safety Rashad Washington. 
But Snyder’s system of 
bringing young players 
along and mixing in junior 
college transfers has_pro- 
duced 11 victories in six of 
the last seven seasons. 

Even though Roberson’s 
replacement will be inexpe- 
rienced and the depth chart 
will include new names at 
wide receiver, “we still have 
a lot of production return- 
ing,” Snyder said. 

The offensive line will be 
built around three returning 
starters, tackles Jeromey 
Clary and Jon Doty and 
Mike Johnson, who was 


moved from guard to 
replace Leckey in the 
spring. 


Tight end Brian Casey 
and wide receiver Antoine 
Polite also are returning 
starters, so co-offensive coordinators Del Miller and Greg 
Peterson aren't exactly starting from scratch in rebuilding 
an offense that ranked ninth nationally in scoring (36.6 
points) and rushing (228.6 yards) last season. 

The big question, of course, is which inexperienced 
quarterback will earn the starting job: Dylan Meier, who 
saw limited action in four games as a redshirted freshman 
back-up to Roberson, or Allen Webb, a sophomore who 
sat out last season after transferring from Indiana. 

Two freshmen are expected to join the competition in 
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August — including Allan Evridge, who de-committed to 
Nebraska — but “I can’t imagine going into the fall with- 
out a youngster having at least the opportunity to have 
been in the program previously and experience the oppor- 
tunity to be the No. 1 quarterback, take all those repeti- 
tions you put in spring practice,” Snyder said. 

“We've done it before. But every year it’s a new situa- 
tion, from the most part.” 

Considering that, Meier probably has a slight edge 
because he has been in the program a year longer than 
Webb. But he only threw eight passes and carried 16 times 
last season, although he did finish as the team’s third- 
leading rusher, with 149 yards and three touchdowns on 
those 16 carries. Sproles and Roberson accounted for near- 
ly all of the Wildcats’ rushing yardage. 

: = Meier “is an amazing 
young guy,” Snyder said 
in the spring. “He really 
has, I think, a great 
demeanor for the posi- 
tion of quarterback. 
Obviously, a lot of things 
need to get ironed out, 
(that) he needs to become 
better at. But he’s a good 
worker and he’s a very 
bright young guy who 
has good perception of 
what his weaknesses are 
as well as_ what his 
strengths are. And he 
knows how to deal with 
those.” 

Defensively, only four 

starters return: tackle 
Jermaine Berry, middle 
linebacker Ted Sims, free 
safety Jesse Tetuan and 
cornerback Cedrick 
Williams. But the Wildcats haven’t ranked in the nation’s 
top six in total defense each of the last six seasons by being 
caught short in replacing players. 

Up front, eight players rotated, and four besides Berry, 
who had 82 tackles and seven of a school-record 51 sacks, 
return. Plus, tackle Andrew Bulman, a projected starter 
who suffered a season-ending injury during fall camp, is 
back after being granted a sixth season of eligibility. 

At linebacker, Matt Butler, who lost the starting job to 
Sims early in the season, has moved to the strongside, and 
Marvin Simmons could be a post-season honors candidate 
on the weakside if he can live up to the hype that preced- 
ed his transfer from Compton (Calif.) College a year ago. 

In the secondary, Louis Lavender was a starter before 
Williams replaced him, while Marcus Patton played well 
enough during the spring to earn mention from Snyder. 

The Wildcats have talent. They just need to make sure 
they get players in the right positions, according to 
Snyder. Add Joe Rheem, who made 12-of-17 field goals 
and 67-of-68 extra points and could handle the punting as 
well, and they just might return to Kansas City in early 
December. 

The road to Arrowhead will go through Faurot Field in 
Columbia, Mo., where Kansas State plays Missouri on 
Nov. 6. And yes, Coach Pinkel, barring something unfore- 
seen, Sproles will be there. 


Kansas State Sports Information 
Senior defensive tackle 
Jermaine Berry had 82 tackles, 
including seven sacks. 
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At A GLANCE 


PROJECTED 
2004 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Kansas State always has a 
chance with Bill Snyder, the 
dean of Big 12 coaches and the 
ultimate micro-manager, on the sideline. The Wildcats have 
out-rushed 25 of their last 28 opponents and their running 
game again will be strong with Darren Sproles as the fea- 
tured back. 


QUESTION MARKS 

Inexperience at quarterback is a major concern. 
Someone must develop as a passer or runner or both to 
take defensive pressure off Sproles. The Wildcats also need 
receivers to step up. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 
Sproles, who else? He’s the differ- 
ence between Kansas State's making JRMeE 
a run at another Big 12 championship [XE 
game and being a North Division also- oa 
ran. Though only 5-foot-7, he has IRR 
proven to be durable the last two sea- 5 o 
sons. 018 
0 25 
BEST IN BIG 12 N1 Baylor 
If you're still wondering why Nee alow sae 
Athletic Director Steve Pederson HiXpy 
was concerned about Nebraska's los- (iM 
ing ground to Kansas State, consider 
that it is now tied with the 
Cornhuskers for the best record in the Big 12 since the con- 
ference was established in 1996. Both programs have 49-15 


records in regular-season conference games. 


MANHATTAN MISERY 
Nebraska, which hasn't defeated the Wildcats in 
Manhattan since 1996, visits KSU Stadium on Oct. 23. 


California 


noma State 


Kansas State has a 27-5 Big 12 record at home, a winning | 


percentage of .844 
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2003 RECORD: 11-4 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 


6-2 


L, 38-34 


Missouri 
TIGERS 


ebraska fans would prefer to forget, of course, but 
Missouri snapped its 24-game losing streak against 
the Cornhuskers winning at Columbia, Mo., in 2003. 
The Tigers also broke a 45-game losing streak against 
teams ranked in the Associated Press Top 10 — Nebraska 
was No. 10. 

The come-from-behind, 41-24 victory indicated that the 
program is making progress under Coach Gary Pinkel, 
whose fourth Missouri team is expected to challenge in the 
Big 12’s North Division. In 
fact, a writer on the Big 12 
coaches’ post-spring tele- 
conference described the 
Tigers as a “trendy pick” to 
win the division and play in 
the conference champi- 
onship game at Kansas City 
on Dec. 4. 

The writer wanted 
Pinkel’s opinion of such 
pre-season talk. 

“Well, I've never heard 
of a ‘trendy pick’ before,” he 
replied. “That's an interest- 
ing statement. I don’t know. 
I don’t really pay much 
attention to it, never have. If 
anybody picks you top 20, 
or they pick you up in your 
division or league, I think 
all it means is you're build- 
ing a little respect. That’s 
probably more important 
than anything. Other than 
that, as you well know, it 
doesn’t mean a lot.” 

Pinkel can’t approach 
things any other way. 
Success has been in short 
supply at Missouri over the 


Messe Inkoem 


have posted only three win- touchdowns as a sophomore. 
ning records during that 

time, including last season’s 8-5 mark, and they haven't 
won or shared a conference title since 1969. 

And though the Tigers scored more points than any 
team in school history in 2003, they struggled on the road, 
winning only once away from home, a continuing source of 
frustration for Pinkel. His Missouri teams are a combined 4- 
11 in road games, a statistic that makes the “trendy pick” 
tenuous. 

The problem isn’t playing on the road, however, accord- 
ing to Pinkel. Rather, the problem is what he describes as 


“Missouri beating Missouri.” And for some reason the 
Tigers’ propensity to self-destruct is more pronounced 
when they leave Faurot Field. To illustrate, they turned 
over the ball four times at Colorado, in a loss, after turn- 
ing it over only five times in the first nine games. 

Although it was at a neutral site, Shreveport, La., they 
also had three turnovers in a loss to Arkansas in the 
Independence Bowl: two games, seven turnovers, yet 
only 13 for the season. 

Those games at sea- 
son’s end, including a 
loss at Kansas State, 
undercut the team’s 
progress. “We're the kind 
of football team that has 
to break down every 
wall we've got to go 
through,” Pinkel told the 
Columbia Daily Tribune 
following the loss 
against old rival 
Arkansas. 

“We've got to hit every 
wall. That’s the way we 
are,” 

Still, Missouri might 
be in position to avoid 
some of those walls this 
time around. “I think 
we're making progress,” 
said Pinkel. “We're get- 
ting the preparation 
aspect of it, the final 48 
hours, the mental edge 
you can get if you do it 
right. We’re slowly get- 
ting that. But we don’t 
have it. 

“I expect when we get 
that, it will enable us to 


= _— _ 


past 20 seasons. The Tigers Dual-threat quarterback Brad Smith rushed for 1,406 yards and 18 play ona little more con- 


sistent basis.” 

What the Tigers do 
have is quarterback Brad Smith to run the offense and 
nine starters returning on defense, an area in which they 
have been deficient since Pinkel replaced Larry Smith in 
2001. 

Missouri again is promoting Smith as a Heisman 
Trophy candidate. The junior from Youngstown, Ohio, 
came up just short of being the first player in NCAA 
Division I-A history to rush for 1,000 yards and pass for 
2,000 yards in two seasons. He rushed for 1,406 yards — 
second most in the conference — and 18 touchdowns 
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and completed 211-of-350 passes for 1,977 yards and 11 
touchdowns. 

He has room for improvement. He threw seven inter- 
ceptions and ranked 12th in the conference in pass effi- 
ciency. But “he is the ultimate multi-dimensional guy,” 
said Texas Tech Coach Mike Leach. 

Only three other returning starters join Smith on 
offense, wide receivers Sean Coffey and Thomson 
Omboga and weak guard Tony Palmer, an all-conference 
candidate. 

The line is the biggest concern not only because it pro- 
vides protection for Smith but also because it must pave 
the way for the running game, a staple of Pinkel’s teams. 
Missouri led the conference and ranked sixth nationally in 
rushing last season and though an important element, 
tailback Zack Abron, has departed, the combination of 
Damien Nash and Marcus Woods could more than fill the 
void. 

Nash, a junior college 
transfer who backed up 


Abron, was one of 
Pinkel’s most-heralded 
early recruits and 


Woods, who is coming 
off a redshirt, has been 
compared to Kansas 
State’s Darren Sproles. 
The 5-foot-8, 180-pound 
Woods is “fast, shifty,” 
Pinkel said. “Everybody 
stops to see what he 
does.” 

The defense is built 
around linebacker James 
Kinney and free safety 


; _ miveui Spars iiewtos Nino Williams II, both 
Linebacker James Kinney had tackling machines, and 
144 tackles to lead the Tigers for ie: ¥ . 

Sco naascent eivelolit deat defensive tackles C.J. 
lie Mosley and = Atiyyah 


Ellison, as good of a tan- 
dem up front as there is in the Big 12. The other returning 
starters are ends Brian Smith, who was credited with eight 
sacks last season, end Zach Ville, rover Jason Simpson and 
cornerback Calvin Washington. 

In addition, Dedrick Harrington and Xzavie Jackson 
proved they could play as true freshmen. Harrington has 
been moved from safety to linebacker, alongside Kinney. 

Pinkel’s tenure has been characterized by inconsistent 
kicking, reflected in the fact that punter Brock Harvey’s 
average dropped markedly last season and was the worst 
in the conference. As a result, the Tigers ranked 114th in 
the nation in net punting. “That’s got to change,” said 
Pinkel. 

Missouri is improving. Even with the loss at Colorado, 
the Tigers could have represented the North Division in 
the Big 12 championship game with a victory at Kansas 
State. But they couldn’t finish. “It’s maturity level and 
preparation, being able to play at a high level each and 
every week,” Pinkel said. 

In that “we didn’t do very well last year, at all, can you 
bring it at the highest level each and every week, which 
you have to do in this league if you want to compete for a 
championship.” 

However, “I think we made progress,” 
Nebraska fans know that all too well. 


he said. 
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PROJECTED 
2004 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Brad Smith has the top two 
total offense seasons in school 
history, but Coach Gary Pinkel 


Bi SION 


has told him he will be judged on victories not rushing and 
passing yardage. Linebacker James Kinney was involved 


in 144 tackles last season and free safety Nino Williams | 


Win 105. 


QUESTION MARKS 

The offensive line must be rebuilt and the 
must become more consistent. Also, Smith h 
backup. Though upgraded, the defense still 


kicking game 
as no proven 
must prove 


itself. Last season the Tigers were below the national aver- 


age in total defense, rushing defense 
and pass efficiency defense. 


2003 RECORD: 8-5 


CONFERENCE FINISH: 4-4 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Smith, of course, is the player to 
whom Missouri looks on offense. But 
the tailback tandem of Damien Nash 
and Marcus Woods is talented 
enough that both could be in the back- 
field together. “We've thought about 
it," said Pinkel. “I think it depends on 
our depth.” 


FINANCIAL SUPPORT 


A 30 
S6 
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Ulinois (St. Louis) W, 22-15 
Ball State W, 35-7 
Eastern Illinois W, 37-0 
Mid. Tennessee VW, 41-40(ot) 
@Kansas L, 35-14 
Nebraska W, 41-24 
@Oklahoma L, 34-13 
Texas Tech W, 62-31 
@Colorado L, 21-16 
Texas A&M W, 45-22 
@Kansas State L, 24-14 
lowa State W, 45-7 
&Arkansas L, 27-14 


Bowl, Shreveport, La. 


Although Missouri has a combined record of 17-19 in ] 
Pinkel’s three seasons, the Tigers have made steady 
improvement. As a result, his contract, originally through 
2005, has been extended through 2008, with an increase in 
annual base salary from $192,000 to $250,000. 


BALL SECURITY 
Missouri has had the fewest turnovers i 


} 


n the nation 


during Pinkel’s tenure. The Tigers have turned over the 
ball only 41 times, including 13 last season — when they 


created 24. 
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KANSAS 


JAYHAWKS 


hat Mark Mangino’s second Kansas team would break 
a dozen school records for offense, including points 
scored and yards gained, isn’t surprising. He served as 
Oklahoma's offensive coordinator and Kansas State’s run- 
ning game coordinator before taking charge of the Jayhawks. 

However, his commitment to defense can’t be questioned 
either. Consider Charles Gordon, who led the team in pass 
receptions as a freshman, with 57 for 769 yards and five 
touchdowns. 

Given his numbers, one 
would expect to find the 
talented Gordon listed 
among eight returning 
starters (at seven positions) 
on offense in the Kansas 
spring media guide. But he 
was listed among eight 
returning starters = on 
defense as well — he also 
played cornerback last sea- 
son. 

So what does that have 
to do with Mangino’s com- 
mitment to defense? Well, if 
another cornerback doesn’t 
step up during pre-season 
practice, Gordon will prob- 
ably focus on cornerback. 

“Until we have some- 
body that I feel totally can 
take that position over, 
more than likely we’ll keep 
Charles there,” Mangino 
said during the Big 12 
coaches’ post-spring tele- 
conference. 

Gordon showed his 
value to the defense during 
the Jayhawks’ spring game, 
intercepting three passes, 
one of which he returned 
for a touchdown. Oh yes, he 
also returns kicks. 

The Jayhawks went to a bowl game last season for the 
first time since 1995, a remarkable accomplishment. But they 
gave up 30 points and more than 400 yards per game, on the 
average, and upgrading the defense was among Mangino’s 
spring goals. “I feel like we’re well on our way to doing 
that,” he said. “We’re speedier than we ever have been since 
we've been here.” 

In addition to Gordon, the other returning starters on 
defense are: end David McMillan, linebackers Nick Reid, 
Gabriel Toomey and Banks Floodman, cornerback Shelton 
Simmons, strong safety Tony Stubbs and free safety Jonathan 


Konses Sports In 
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Wide receiver Brandon Rideau had 51 catches for 677 yards and 
six touchdowns. 


Lamb, who earned freshman All-America recognition last 
season. 

Junior college transfer Theo Baines was among those 
joining Gordon and Simmons at corner in the spring, and 
with Lamb and Stubbs, who also has played cornerback, 
“our safety play has been up-graded,” said Mangino. 
“We're quicker. We're faster closing on the ball than we've 
ever been.” 

The Jayhawks are “solid at linebacker and getting better 
there because those young 
kids are starting to develop. 
They’re more mature now, 


the linebacking crew,” 
Mangino said. 
Toomey was credited 


with 121 tackles to earn sec- 
ond-team all-conference 
recognition and the 
Jayhawk coaches’ vote as 
team defensive MVP. Reid, 
who received all-conference 
honorable mention, had a 
team-leading 133 tackles. 
And Floodman finished 
fourth on the team with 93 
tackles. 

The 6-4,  235-pound 
Toomey was held out of 
contact during the spring 
because of injuries, includ- 
ing a shoulder problem. He 
played “banged up” last 
season, which limited his 
work in the weight room, 
particularly his upper-body 
work. “But now he’s on 
track,” said Mangino. 

Though MeMillan is the 
only returning starter up 
front, “the defensive line is 
probably quicker and more 
athletic than any time since 
we've been here and we've 
just got to continue to develop some strength at the defen- 
sive tackle positions,” Mangino said. Newcomers could fig- 
ure in right away. 

Travis Watkins, who has been hampered by injuries after 
starting at defensive tackle early in his career, also is healthy 
and ready to contribute, according to Mangino. 

Quarterback and the line are areas of uncertainty on 
offense. 

Sophomore Adam Barmann and junior college transfer 
Jason Swanson are the top candidates to replace Bill 
Whittemore at quarterback, no small task. Whittemore was 
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a key element of the record-setting offense, running as well 
as passing — he was the team’s second-leading rusher. 

Barmann has the edge, having started three games when 
Whittemore was injured. Swanson shouldn’t be counted 
out, however. Even though he struggled in the spring 
game, “his confidence is not shaken at all. He’s a confident 
young guy,” said Mangino. “I’m not worried about that.” 

The offensive line is being rebuilt around center Joe 
Vaughn, who earned Big 12 “Offensive Newcomer of the 
Year” recognition, and guard Bob Whitaker, returning 
starters. 

Though the offense would be better with Gordon, who 
could still take some snaps at wide receiver, it is not devoid 
of weapons. Clark Green rushed for 968 yards and six 
touchdowns and caught 44 passes for 464 yards and two 
touchdowns, and John 
Randle could push him 
for playing time. 

(Randle played as a 
true freshman and also 
saw action at cornerback.) 

Green and _ Randle 
could be pushed by 
another Green in the fall, 
highly regarded freshman 
Gary Green II, who 
rushed for 1,729 yards 
and 23 touchdowns at 
James Madison High in 
San Antonio. 

Brandon Rideau and 
Mark Simmons are 
returning starters at wide 
receiver. Rideau was sec- 
ond to Gordon with 51 
catches for 677 yards and 
six touchdowns and is 
“fast developing into one 
of the best players on our 
team,” Mangino = said. 
Simmons tied for the team lead with 769 receiving yards, 
on 40 catches, and led in touchdown receptions with seven, 
three on plays of 65 yards or longer. 

“I feel like our receiving corps can pick up the slack,” 
said Mangino. 

The other returning starters on offense are tight end 
Lyonel Anderson, a solid blocker who caught 10 passes for 
157 yards, and fullback Austine Nwabuisi, who also is pri- 
marily a blocker. 

The only significant loss in the kicking game was third- 
team all-conference punter Curtis Ansel. Place-kickers 
Johnny Beck and Jerod Brooks are both listed as returning 
starters. Brooks replaced a struggling Beck late in the sea- 
son and was 5-of-5 on field goal attempts. Greg Heaggans 
is back to return kickoffs, with Gordon available to return 
punts. 

Kansas finished the 2003 regular season at 6-6 to earn a 
trip to Orlando, Fla., and the Tangerine Bowl game, where 
North Carolina State took the Jayhawks’ measure 56-26. 

The Jayhawks will have a more difficult time earning a 
bowl bid this season, with a conference schedule that 
includes inter-divisional games against Oklahoma, in 
Norman, Texas and Texas Tech and divisional road games 
against Nebraska and Missouri. Even so, “I feel very good 
about the direction of our club,” Mangino said. “We're big- 
ger and stronger than we've ever been.” 
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Outside linebacker Nick Reid 
led the Jayhawks in tackles 
with 133. 
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PROJECTED 
2004 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Six of the top seven rushers 
from last season return, headed 
by workhorse Clark Green, who 
had more than 40 percent of the team’s total carries. Even 
with Charles Gordon playing defense, the Jayhawks 
have some big-play potential at wide receiver. And the 
linebackers return in tact. 


QUESTION MARKS 

The offensive and defensive lines must be rebuilt and 
the top two quarterbacks are inexperienced. Last season's 
success depended to a large degree on departed quarter- 
back Bill Whittemore. Replacing what he provided will 
be difficult. Depth is a concern on both 
sides of the ball but especially on 
defense. 

A30 Northwestern 

DIFFERENCE-MAKER $6 UNLV 

Coach Mark Mangino calls a een =, 
Gordon “one of the most versatile aie 
players in the Big 12 Conference,” and (Raa ayes 
with good reason. Even though FehaienaSints 
Gordon is penciled in as a regular at @Texas A&M 
cornerback, he still might line up occa- SOLERO SE 
sionally at wide receiver, where he 
excelled as a redshirted freshman. He 


also could return punts. 


STILL INTACT 

Nebraska has seen long winning streaks against for- 
mer Big Eight opponents snapped in recent seasons. Two 
seasons ago, Oklahoma State broke through and beat the 
Cornhuskers for the first time since 1961 and last season, 
Missouri ended a string of losses that began in 1979. Now 
only Kansas remains under Nebraska's spell. The 
Jayhawks last won in the longest continuous series in 
NCAA Division I-A (and tied for the third longest overall |- 
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2003 RECORD: 6-7 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 3-5 
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COLORADO 


n mid-May, a couple of weeks after Colorado's spring 
game, junior tailback Brian Calhoun announced his 
intention to transfer. He and his parents made the deci- 
sion, he told the Associated Press, and it had nothing to 
do with whether or not Coach Gary Barnett would be rein- 
stated. 

“I wish him the best and hope everything works out for 
him,” Calhoun was quoted. 

At the time, Barnett was on paid administrative leave 
because of allegations of seri- 
ous off-the-field problems in 
his program. The allegations 
led to a 50-page investigative 
report, which had just been 
released. The Colorado Board 
of Regents then had given 
Barnett a vote of confidence, 
and as a result of the regents’ 
support, university president 
Elizabeth Hoffman was 
expected to reinstate Barnett. 
Less than two weeks later, she 
did. After three months on the 
sideline, he was back in 
charge. 

Near the end of spring 
practice, interim head coach 
Brian Cabral said he had “no 
doubt” that Barnett would be 
reinstated. “It's just a matter 
of time. It’s a matter of the 
dust settling.” 

Even so, the effects of his 
forced leave and the circum- 
stances that led to it won’t be 
fully understood until the sea- 
son. Some might be apparent; 
Calhoun’s claims to the con- 
trary, the timing of his 
announcement would seem to 
indicate at least some correla- 
tion, for example. But most 
will not be. Players “have 
been pulled emotionally from 
all sides,” said Cabral. 

His assessment of the players’ mindset, based on what he 
saw during the spring, was positive. “I think since all this 
came out, they started to focus their energy on what they’re 
doing,” he said. 

A team can benefit from a siege mentality, pull together, us 
against them. But it also can be distracted and falter under 
the pressures of the scrutiny the program has been forced to 
endure. 

Without such issues, Colorado again might challenge in 
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Joel Klatt emerged as a solid quarterback last season, complet- 
ing 65.1 percent of his passes for 2,614 yards. 


the Big 12’s North Division, after a season in which the 
Buffaloes found themselves on the outside looking in. With 
the off-field issues, getting a read on the team’s chances is 
difficult. And Calhoun’s disaffection only adds to the uncer- 
tainty. 

Calhoun, who had yet to be released from his scholarship 
in late May, was the team’s leading rusher last season, with 
810 yards and five touchdowns on 195 carries. Even with 
him, however, Colorado ranked No. 113 in the nation in 
rushing offense, averaging 
fewer than 100 yards per 
game. 

Prior to the start of spring 
practice and Calhoun’s sur- 
prise announcement, offen- 
sive coordinator Shawn 
Watson described the run- 
ning back position as one of 
the team’s deepest. Senior 
Bobby Purify returns after 
being granted a medical hard- 
ship. He started two of the 
first three games last season 
before being sidelined by a 
high ankle sprain. Fullbacks 
Lawrence Vickers and Daniel 
Jolly also have lined up at 
tailback. The 6-foot, 220- 
pound Jolly was the short- 
yardage back as a true fresh- 
man, scoring six rushing 
touchdowns and averaging 
an eye-popping 13.6 yards on 
only 47 carries. 

Calhoun’s value went 
beyond carrying the ball. He 
was the fastest of the backs, 
with 4.4-second speed in the 
40-yard dash, and he would 
have been the team’s return- 
ing leader in pass receptions 
with 32. In fact, he was asked 
to move to wide receiver, 
most likely influencing his 
transfer decision. 

Receiver is the biggest concern on offense, and the situa- 
tion could be worse if Jeremy Bloom can’t play. Bloom, also 
an all-conference-quality kick returner, caught 22 passes for 
356 yards. But he spent the spring semester preparing for a 
run at qualifying for the 2006 Olympics in mogul skiing and 
in order to finance his training he indicated in January that 
he would be accepting endorsement money, thereby violat- 
ing NCAA rules, As a result, he is ineligible and would have 
to be reinstated. That seemed unlikely. 
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Without Calhoun and Bloom, the most productive return- 
ing receivers are Joe Klopfenstein and Ron Monteilh, who 
caught a combined 38 passes for 343 yards and four touch- 
downs - all by Klopfenstein, a 6-5, 240-pound junior tight 
end whom Colorado is promoting as an honors candidate. 

Junior Joel Klatt emerged as a solid quarterback last sea- 
son, completing 233-of-358 passes (65.1 percent) for 2,614 
yards and 21 touchdowns with only 10 interceptions. 

The Buffaloes are building a line around returning 
starters Sam Wilder, Brian Daniels and Derek Stemrich. The 
line will be a key to the offense’s regaining what Watson 


PROJECTED 
2004 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Joel Klatt has been an 
extremely efficient passer, and 
could develop into one of the top 
quarterbacks in a conference with some excellent ones. 


described in the spring as “the identity that we want to have, 
and that’s 


to be an efficient rushing team.” 
“The offensive line has 
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got to step up,” said He is a good fit in the Buffaloes’ version of the West Coast 

Cabral. offense. Defensively, they should be strong against the 
The defense needs to run. 

make marked improve- 


ment, after national rank- 
ings of No. 97 in total 
defense and No. 98 in scor- 
ing defense last season. To 
that end, Mike Hankwitz 


QUESTION MARKS 

The running game was the Big 12's worst, in part 
because of a young offensive line. “The key to our offense 
is going to be how far along our offensive line goes,” said 
interim coach Brian Cabral. The biggest question, how- 


has returned as defensive ever, is how the Buffaloes react to 
coordinator. Hankwitz serious off-field distractions. 2003 RECORD: 5-7 
coordinated Colorado's CONFERENCE FINISH: 3-5 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


defense from 1988 to 1994. 


Hankwitz, who is bring- 
ing back a 4-3 base align- 
ment after two seasons of 
playing a 4-2-5, has seven 
returning starters with 
which to work, including 
weak safety J.J. Billingsley 
and end Marques Harris, 
who has 31 career starts but 
suffered a broken leg in the 
second game and missed the remainder of last season. He 
also was held out of spring practice because of the injury. 

Billingsley, who earned all-conference honorable men- 
tion, finished third on the team with 94 tackles, including 69 
unassisted. He also intercepted two passes and recovered 
two fumbles. 

The other returning starters on defense are end James 
Garee, linemen Brandon Dabdoub and Matt McChesney, 
inside linebacker Akarika Dawn and cornerback Sammy 
Joseph, 

The biggest concern on defense is in the secondary. The 
Buffaloes ranked No. 103 nationally in pass efficiency 


Colerada Sports " 
Veteran defensive end Marques 
Harris missed most of last sea- 

son after suffering a broken leg. 


Even though he has started only 
five times during his career, a healthy 
Bobby Purify will provide a big 
boost at tailback, as a pass receiver as 
well as a ball carrier. He has fumbled 
just five times in 366 career touches, 
and he stepped up “in a big way” dur- 
ing the spring, according to Cabral. 


EIGHT IS ENOUGH 


A30 


Kansas 
@Kansas State 
Oklahoma 
@Texas Tech 
Missouri 
@lowa State 
Nebraska 


Colorado played eight true freshmen last season, sec- 
ond most in the Big 12. Baylor played nine. 


CONSISTENT WINNERS 


The Buffaloes finished 5-7 last season, just their third 
losing record in the past 19 years. Since 1989, they have 


had the nation’s eighth-best record, 


125-53-4 (.698). 


Florida State is first on the list during that time (157-29-1, 


.842) followed by Nebraska (155-32-1, 


(149-32-0, .823). 


.827) and Miami 
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Colo. St. (Denver) 
UCLA 
Washington St. 
@Florida State 
@Baylor 
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IOWA STATE 


n each of the seasons from 1995 to 2001, an Iowa State 

player rushed for 1,000 or more yards, something only 

two other NCAA Division I-A teams could claim during 

that time. Coach Dan McCarney refers to those seven 
seasons when talking about his offense for 2004. “We've got 
to get back to where we know, and opponents know, that 
we've got a good, solid rush game,” he said. 

The Cyclones “sure got away from that last year,” he 
said. They finished ninth in the Big 12 in rushing, which 
contributed to their ranking 
No. 116 out of 117 in Division 
I-A in scoring. They averaged 
only 14.4 points per game. 
Even worse, the average 
dropped to 8.9 in conference 


Jim Percreal/CycloneReport com 


play. 
The best defense in the 
country — and lowa State 


definitely didn’t have that — 
couldn’t have propped up 
such an anemic offense. Add 
injuries and youthful inexpe- 
rience and you have the mak- 
ings of a disaster, which 2003 
was for the Cyclones. They 
finished 2-10 overall and 0-8 
in the Big 12. 

McCarney, who is second 
only to Kansas State’s Bill 
Snyder in seniority among 
Big 12 head coaches, is char- 
acteristically upbeat about 
2004, “Hopefully we'll be a 
heck of a lot better than we 
were last year offensively,” he 
said during the conference 
coaches’ post-spring telecon- 
ference. 

The task of making the 
Cyclone offense better has 
been handed to new coordi- 
nator Barney Cotton, whom 
McCarney hired soon after he 
was fired by Nebraska. 
Cotton, who also played for the Cornhuskers, is “a profes- 
sional,” said McCarney. “He’s a leader. He’s tough. He has 
relentless dedication to his players and to his staff and to 
the program here. He’s a tremendous hire. I’m thrilled with 
him.” 

The offense made progress during spring practice. 
“Barney's done a real nice job so far,” McCarney said. “But 
we've got a long way to go. We’re still very young at some 
positions.” 

Actually, lowa State is young at more than “some” posi- 


redshirt freshman. 
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Stevie Hicks led the Cyclones in rushing with 471 yards as a 


tions on offense. Four returning starters are sophomores, 
one of whom, quarterback Austin Flynn, could lose his job 
to a redshirted freshman. And the starting tailback also 
figures to be a sophomore, with a true freshman backing 
him up. 

Flynn, who completed only 46.7 percent of his passes 
and threw twice as many interceptions as touchdowns last 
season, finished the spring tied with redshirted freshman 
Bret Meyer atop the depth chart at quarterback. The 6- 
foot-3, 205-pound Meyer is 
more athletic and “very elu- 
sive,” McCarney said fol- 
lowing the spring game. “He 
doesn’t have lightning speed 
but has great feet.” 

The competition 
between Meyer and Flynn, 
which will continue in pre- 
season practice, makes Iowa 
State “better at quarterback 
today than at any time last 
year,” said McCarney. 

Regardless of what 
that competition produces, 
however, an improved run- 
ning game will depend on a 
line built with four returning 
starters, sophomores Aaron 
Brant and Seth Zehr and sen- 
iors Cale Stubbe and Luke 
Vander Sanden, and a strong 
running back, expected to be 
sophomore Stevie Hicks. 

The 6-2, 215-pound 
Hicks started the opener last 
season but suffered a turf toe 
injury that hampered him 
until late in the season, when 
he regained the starting job, 
rushing for 123 yards in the 
final game against Missouri. 
“He is going to have a 
tremendous career here,” 
McCarney said. 

On his first carry in the spring game, Hicks ran 64 yards 
for a touchdown. He added 100 rushing yards and anoth- 
er touchdown on 20 more carries for the winning team. 
Even though he was running against the No. 2 defense, 
Hicks “looked like he could be something special,” said 
McCarney. “He understands the system and what we ask 
him to do. He has just scratched the surface with his 
potential.” 

The Cyclones have an even longer way to go in the 
passing game. They ranked last in the conference in com- 
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pletion percentage (45.5) and pass efficiency and ninth in 
sacks allowed. And to make matters worse, the top four 
receivers, including school career leader Lane Danielsen, 
are gone. 

The defense has more veterans among six returning 
starters, though two are sophomores; Jason Berryman and 
Brent Curvey both played as true freshmen. Berryman was 
the Big 12 “Defensive Newcomer of the Year” after replac- 
ing an injured Tyson Smith in the opener. 

Berryman, a 6-2, 225-pound end, was credited with a 
team-high 19 quarterback hurries and three sacks and fin- 
ished second on the team with 110 tackles. “He runs like a 
safety,” McCarney said. “He has tremendous athleticism 
and his effort is absolutely relentless on every snap.” 

His emergence has 
allowed Smith to move to 
weakside linebacker. 
Others moved during the 
spring included Curvey 
from end to tackle and 
Nik Moser from outside 
linebacker to strong safe- 
ty. 

Moser, who missed the 
last six games in 2003 
because of injury, joins a 
secondary with only one 
returning starter, corner- 
back Ellis Hobbs. 
DeAndre Jackson started 
once at cornerback as a 
true freshman and could 
be a full-time starter this 
season. But defensive 
backs were a “major focus 
of — recruiting,” — said 
McCarney. The Cyclones 
signed seven, including 
three junior college trans- 


lim Pertivel/CycloneReport.com 
Defensive end Jason Berryman 
was chosen as the team’s MVP 
as a true freshman. 


fers. 

The strength of the defense is up front. In addition to 
Berryman and Curvey, nose guard Nick Leaders is a 
returning starter, and tackle Tim TeBrink and end Cephus 
Johnson also have started. 

Middle linebacker Brandon Brown is the other return- 
ing starter on defense. He earned all-conference honorable 
mention, after tying Leaders for third on the team with 96 
tackles. 

All things considered, “I think we've got a chance to 
have a more athletic defense,” McCarney said. “We've got 
more guys that can run, and we all know how important 
that is in defense.” 

The Cyclones also must shore up the kicking game, with 
Tony Yelk a candidate to handle both punting and place- 
kicking. Yelk has averaged 42.3 yards on 164 career punts. 

As was the case last season, newcomers will have an 
opportunity to contribute immediately on both sides of the 
ball. “There shouldn’t be many of them that can come in 
and start right away,” said McCarney. “But hopefully we 
can get some good depth out of some of those kids.” 

Freshman tailback Jason Scales enrolled at mid-year and 
went through spring practice. He will play without red- 
shirting and back up Hicks, as the Cyclones try to go back 
to the future with the type of offense that produced 1,000- 
yard rushers such as Troy Davis, Darren Davis and Ennis 
Haywood. @ 
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PROJECTED 
2004 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

“We've got a lot of guys now 
that even though they're very i 
young in their careers, they do DIVESTON 
have game experience,” Coach Dan McCarney said. 
Last season's injuries provided an opportunity for on-the- 
job training for 17 freshmen, six of whom started at least 
once. If the losing didn’t discourage them, the experience 
was positive. Also, McCarney’s optimism can be infec- 
tious. 


QUESTION MARKS 

The biggest question on offense is how the Cyclones 
can replace their top four receivers, who had combined 
career totals of 433 catches for 6,373 
yards and 37 touchdowns. The 
biggest question on defense is how to 
fill up a secondary with only two-year 
starter Ellis Hobbs returning. 


rw 


Northern lowa 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Sophomore defensive end Jason 
Berryman was chosen as the team’s 
most valuable player as a true fresh- 
man. “God graced him with some 
tremendous athleticism and he really 
has a motor that never stops,” said McCarney. “There is 
no doubt he is a special player.” 
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INDOOR ADDITION 

lowa State now has an $11 million indoor practice 
facility, as good as any in the country according to 
McCarney. “I'm not trying to blow it up, believe me,” he 
said. “It's a phenomenal facility. We're the farthest north 
(in the Big 12). It’s a necessity not a luxury. This should 
have been the first school to build one, not the last prob- 
ably, or next to last. It’s been something that’s needed for 
a long time.” 
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2003 RECORD: 2-10 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 0-8 


W, 17-10 
W, 48-20 


OKLAHOMA 


ontending for a national championship is difficult 
enough. But after you win one, expectations change and 
folks tend to lose sight of all that’s involved in getting to 
the top. 

Ask Bob Stoops, who led Oklahoma to a national champi- 
onship in 2000, just his second season as head coach. The 
Sooners have been serious title contenders every season since. 
But for some reason, everyone wants to focus on the fact that 
they haven't been able to finish. 

In 2001, they opened with 
seven consecutive victories 
and climbed to No. 2 in the 
rankings before losing to 
Nebraska and then, after three 
more victories, losing to 
Oklahoma State. 

In 2002, they opened with 
eight victories then lost two of 
their next four before defeat- 
ing Colorado in the Big 12 
championship game and 
Washington State in the Rose 
Bowl game. 

And in 2003, they opened 
with 12 victories and were so 
impressive that some were 
ready to rank them among the 
greatest teams in college foot- 
ball history. As a result, they 
were prohibitive favorites to 
win the conference champi- 
onship game. But they lost 
to Kansas State 35-7. And then, 
in a flurry of controversy, they 
lost to LSU in the BCS nations 
championship Sugar Bowl 
game, 21-14. 

In that context, and particu- 
larly given what happened at 
the end of last season, Stoops 
was asked during a_post- 
spring teleconference if his 
players would be more moti- 
vated in 2004. 

Clearly, he had answered variations of that question before. 
“Not really,” he said. “I think our intensity has always been at 
a high level. | don’t think we would have played the way we 
have throughout the years without that. So you can’t just all of 
a sudden say, ‘Oh, it’s more now.’ 

“I’ve never been disappointed or discouraged with our 
effort and intensity and the way we prepared and went after 
games. So just because you lose one, everyone says, ‘Oh, 
they’ re going to be even more mad.’ That doesn’t do anything 
for you. Our guys have always been prepared and have 
played in an aggressive way. And hey, it works sometimes, 
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Jason White battled back from season-ending knee injuries in 
2001 and 2002 to win the Heisman Trophy. 


and sometimes it doesn’t.” 

Whether or not that’s a completely accurate assessment of 
his team’s mindset going into 2004, it again has the compo- 
nents of a national championship contender, beginning with 
Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback Jason White and 
including 17 returning starters on offense and defense. 

One wonders: Do these guys ever run out of talent? The 
answer is a resounding no. 

Consider that All-Americans Teddy Lehman, Tommie 
Harris and Derrick Strait are 
gone from the defense, which 
ranked third nationally 
despite the late-season col- 
lapse, and yet the Sooners 
have the foundation for anoth- 
er dominating unit. Dan Cody 
is back. Dusty Dvoracek is 
back. Jonathan Jackson is back, 
Donte Nicholson is back. 
Brodney Pool is back, And 
Antonio Perkins, also an All- 
America punt returner, is 
back. All of those players 
earned some sort of post-sea- 
son recognition. 

Plus, Lance Mitchell, the 
Big 12 “Defensive Newcomer 
of the Year” in 2002, is back, 
after missing most of last sea- 
son with a knee injury, as are 
those who replaced him, first 
Wayne Chambers, who also 
was injured, and then Gayron 
Allen, who earned all-confer- 
ence honorable mention. 

The defense also lost coor- 
dinator Mike Stoops to 
Arizona, where he is the head 
coach. But former Nebraska 
defensive coordinator Bo 
Pelini now shares that title 
with Brent Venables. 

The Huskers ranked sec- 
ond nationally in scoring 
defense and first in turnover margin under the fiery Pelini, 
who has “had a strong impact” already, according to Bob 
Stoops. 

“T love what we're doing (defensively),” said Stoops. “He 
brings some subtle differences, well not differences but subtle 
wrinkles in the way structurally we're doing some things, and 
I like it. We’ve always have very similar styles, very similar i in 
philosophies, and we've shared ideas over the years.’ 

The two grew up together in Youngstown, Ohio, and have 
remained close friends. 


What Pelini has done with the defense “isn’t very differ- 
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t,” Stoops said. “Common people wouldn’t even notice it. 
But he’s brought us some excellent adjustments and wrinkles 
that I really like and I think are really going to help us. He'll 
have a strong influence on what we're doing.” 

Pelini has highlighted Nov. 13 on his calendar. That's 
Nebraska visits Norman. 

Under the direction of White, who completed 278-of-451 
passes (61.6 percent) for 3,846 yards and 40 touchdowns with 
only 10 interceptions, the offense should be the irresistible 
force to an immovable-object defense. White's favorite receiv- 
er, Mark Clayton, returns, as does the entire line: tackles 
Jammal Brown and Wes Sims, guards Davin Joseph and Kelvin 
Chaisson and center Vince Carter, 

Clayton’s numbers were nearly as remarkable as White’s — 
83 receptions for 1,425 yards and 15 touchdowns — and only 
by comparison do those of 
Brandon Jones seem ordinary. 
Jones caught 46 passes for 709 
yards and eight touchdowns, 
and five of his receptions went 
for 45 or more yards. 

Counting Clayton and 
Jones, the top six receivers 
return, as does the leading 
rusher, Kejuan Jones, who 
played well in the spring. If he 
falters in the fall, however, one 
of the nation’s top recruits, 
freshman Adrian Peterson 
from Palestine, Texas, is 
expected to be nipping at his 
heels. 

The 6-foot-2,  210-pound 
Peterson rushed for 2,960 
yards, averaged 11.7 yards per 
carry and scored 32 touch- 
downs as a senior. Stoops is 
trying to offset the hype that 
will attend his arrival. 

“T don’t promote it myself,” 
Stoops said. “I know it’s out there in the media, Everyone spec- 
ulates and I don’t take part in that. I'm always of the opinion, 
let the young guy develop at his own pace, get him in here, get 
comfortable, be ready to play and don’t put pressure on him.” 

Finally, the kicking game remains intact, with Perkins, who 
set an NCAA record by returning four punts for touchdowns, 
punter Blake Ferguson and place-kicker Trey DiCarlo. 

Following spring practice, Stoops was asked if the team had 
done things on defense to address the problems that arose in 
the Big 12 championship and Sugar Bow! games. 

“I don’t think anything changes,” he replied. “We played, 
for the most part, through 14 games last year. We won 12 of 
them and got ourselves in the national championship (game) 
and lost.” 

The offense had problems, too. The Sooners managed just 
seven points against Kansas State, and White completed only 
13-of-37 passes with two interceptions against LSU. 

“We're playing a similar style that we've always played. 
There isn’t any magic to it. There are no coverages or defenses 
that don’t allow any big plays,” said Stoops. “The bottom line 
is how you play, how you perform, not what you’re calling or 
what structure you're in.” 

Besides, it doesn’t matter now. Last season is history and he 
would rather not dwell on it. 

A national championship followed by three national cham- 
pionship runs in the next three seasons and now a team with 
the talent to make another run . . . every coach should have 
such problems. 


when 


Jerry tatzure 


Linebacker Lance Mitchell is 
back, after missing most of last 
season with a knee injury. 
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PROJECTED 
2004 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Pick almost any area on either 
side of the ball and you're likely 
to find a strength. On offense, the 
passing game in particular should be formidable, and 
| there isn’t a better line in the country, short of the NFL 
anyway. And the defense will still look like an Oklahoma 
defense is supposed to look, despite the loss of three All- 
Americans and coordinator Mike Stoops, Bob's 
younger brother. 


QUESTION MARKS 

Texas Coach Mack Brown has asked that anyone 
identifying areas of weakness contact him immediately. 
Seriously, the Sooners have recruited well and are not 
| 


just talented but deep. 
2003 RECORD: 12-2 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 8-0 


W, 37-3 
W, 20-13 
W, 52-28 
W, 59-24 

W, 53-7 
W, 65-13 
W, 34-13 
W, 34-20 

W, 52-9 

W, 77-0 

W, 41-3 
W, 56-25 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Quarterback Jason White and 
wide receiver Mark Clayton are a 
dynamic duo. “Those two guys have 
been together a long time,” said 
offensive coordinator Chuck Long. 
“They feel each other. They know 
each other so well. Jason knows 
exactly how (Mark’s) going to run his 
routes, and for a quarterback and 
receiver you want that. Jason has 
grown up with these guys, especially 
Mark, and it shows.” 


WAITING IN THE WINGS 

How deep are the Sooners? Consider that White was 
held out of the spring game and junior back-up Paul 
Thompson passed for 311 yards to lead his team to a 24- 
3 victory. The Sooners also have redshirted freshman 
Tommy Grady and incoming freshman Rhett Bomar, 
both highly touted. 
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North Texas 
@Alabama 
Fresno State 
UCLA 

@lowa State 
Texas (Dallas) 
Missouri 
@Colorado 
Oklahoma St 
Texas A&M 
Baylor 
@Texas Tech 
%Kansas State 
&LSU 
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he image is a familiar one: a swift, powerful tailback 
with his trademark dreadlocks creeping out from the 
back of his white helmet. 

The comparisons to Ricky Williams have accom- 
panied Cedric Benson since he first stepped foot on cam- 
pus at the University of Texas in 2002. Both were coveted 
football recruits that opted to sign baseball contracts out of 
high school. Both came to college as prototypical NFL run- 
ners-in-waiting. Williams finished his collegiate career as 
the NCAA’s all-time leading 
rusher. Benson's final chap- 
ter has yet to be written. 

The nation’s top return- 
ing rusher with 3,706 career 
yards and 45 rushing touch- 
downs, Benson is deter- 
mined to make his mark as a 
senior after announcing his 
intention to quit baseball to 
focus on his gridiron pur- 
suits. 

“1 decided to come back 
for my senior year because 
we have a lot of goals that 
our team wants to accom- 
plish this season,” Benson 
said. “I want to put every- 
thing into preparing myself 
for my final football season, 
not only for myself, but for 
my teammates, the coaches, 
fans and the University of 
Texas. I want 2004 to be my 
best year ever, and that’s 
why I've decided to give up 
baseball and concentrate 
solely on football. 1 still 
believe I could be successful 
in baseball, but my heart is 
pushing me towards foot- 


ball.” 


Texas Sports information 


Benson’s new sense Of ailback Cedric Benson rushed for 1,002 yards and 14 touch- 
determination was immedi- downs in the last six games of 2003. 


ately visible 


spring. 

“Cedric has gained some weight and improved his 
strength and his speed,” Texas Coach Mack Brown said. 
“His number one goal for this spring was getting better at 
pass protection and catching the ball out of the backfield 
and he’s done both of those things. Probably the biggest 
thing he’s done this spring is step up to become a leader.” 

With the departure of the top three receivers, including 
the school’s all-time leading pass catcher, Roy Williams, 
Benson will have to be the leader on offense as immensely 
talented sophomore quarterback Vincent Young continues 


during the 
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his maturation process. Benson toted the ball for 1,360 and 
21 touchdowns as he carried the offensive load for the 
majority of the 2003 campaign. The team’s second-leading 
rusher was Young, who broke loose for 998 yards, includ- 
ing an astounding 65-yard touchdown scamper in a win 
over Nebraska. 

Young's inconsistency in the passing game won’t be 
helped by the loss of Williams, B.J. Johnson and Sloan 
Thomas. Although Young established himself as the starter 
midway through the sea- 
son and earned Big 12 
Freshman of the Year hon- 
ors, senior Chance Mock 
started six games, tossed 16 
touchdown passes and was 
intercepted just twice. 
Comparatively, Young 
threw more interceptions 
(7) than touchdowns (6), 
but it is his limitless poten- 
tial that had Brown and the 
Texas coaching staff so 
excited this spring. 

“Vince has come out 
and thrown the ball with 
much more confidence,” 
Brown said. “That's just the 
fact that he’s older and he’s 
seeing more pictures. We 
started over with him with 
a new offensive thought 
process because he was 
much further along this 
spring than he was last 
summer.” 

It's a good thing that 
Young has a year under his 
belt as Texas looks to 
groom a new. set of 
receivers. What was once 
the strength of the offense 
is now a major question 
mark as senior Tony Jeffery 
will likely be the go-to tar- 
get at the beginning of the season. Playing behind 
Williams, Johnson and Thomas, Jeffery caught only eight 
passes last season and will be joined by a number of young 
players who will get to show what they can do. 

Among that group is junior Brian Carter, sophomore 
Eric Enard and redshirt freshmen Tyrell Gatewood, Limas 
Sweed and Dustin Miksch. While those aren’t exactly 
household names, the hope is that by the end of the season 
they will be. 

What should help the development of the young 
receivers is the Longhorns’ experience at tight end. Senior 
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Bo Scaife, who was awarded a sixth season of eligibility by 
the NCAA, and junior David Thomas have combined to 
catch 72 career passes. Both have reliable hands and the 
speed to get downfield. Thomas blossomed as the full-time 
starter last season and will likely see his role in the offense 
increase this fall. 

Another fortunate fact for the Longhorns is that they 
lose just one starter on the offensive line, which improved 
dramatically last season. Following a lackluster perform- 
ance in 2002, the unit was reshuffled and placed into the 
hands of new offensive line coach Mac McWhorter. The 
results were difficult to argue as Texas ranked eighth 
nationally in rushing at 232.5 yards per game and sixth in 
scoring with 41 points per contest. 

“The offensive line improved so much last year,” Brown 
said. “In fact, at the end of last year, they were right up 
there with the group that we had the first year we were 
here in 1998, and that group was all seniors.” 

The potential star of 
the group is left tackle 
Jonathan Scott, a 6-foot-7, 
305-pound behemoth. 
His streak of 19 consecu- 
tive starts ranks second to 
center Jason Glynn (26) 
among offensive linemen. 

On the defensive line, 
Texas loses two of its most 
experienced players in 
Kalen Thornton and 
Marcus Tubbs, a first- 
round selection of the 
Seattle Seahawks. Sliding 
into Thornton’s spot at 
right defensive end will 
be junior Mike Williams, 
who finished second on 
the team with six sacks 
despite starting just once 
last season, while the 
leading candidate to 
replace Tubbs is junior Larry Dibbles. 

While Tubbs joined Casey Hampton and Shaun Rogers 
as recent Texas defensive tackles drafted into the NFL, 
Rodrique Wright should join that list soon. A second-team 
All-Big 12 selection as a sophomore last season, Wright 
recorded team-highs with 7.5 sacks and 30 quarterback 
pressures. 

At linebacker, Texas has one of the nation’s best in sen- 
ior Derrick Johnson. A Butkus Award finalist and consen- 
sus first-team All-American in 2003, Johnson had a career 
year with 125 tackles, including a team-leading 20 for loss, 
two sacks and four interceptions. He is the unquestioned 
leader of the Texas defense and is poised for a monster sea- 
son in 2004. 

The secondary is in good shape despite the loss of third- 
team All-American Nathan Vasher. Junior Michael Huff 
will start at either corner or strong safety, where he made 
12 starts last season. Junior Cedric Griffin is solid at left 
corner, but sophomores Tarell Brown and Aaron Ross will 
compete for playing time. 

Like the Longhorns’ secondary situation, Texas is 
blessed with outstanding depth at most positions. While 
the Longhorns look to break in several new players in 
2004, the eyes of Texas fans will be on Benson and his pur- 
suit to cast his own identity in the annals of Longhorn his- 
tory. ll — By Shawn Heilbron : 


Texas Sports intarmation 
Linebacker Derrick Johnson, a 
Butkus Award finalist, had 125 
tackles, including 20 for losses. 
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PROJECTED 
2004 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Cedric Benson is one of the ‘| 
nation’s top running backs, and cin 
along with quarterback Vincent SOW 
Young, gives Texas a ferocious ground game. The line- 
backing corps is also stout with Derrick Johnson holding 
down the fort. 


QUESTION MARKS 

For the first time in recent memory, experience at 
receiver is a major problem. Inconsistency in the kicking 
game, something the Longhorns dealt with a great deal 
in 2003, could bite Texas in tight games. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Benson, the nation's top returning 
rusher with 3,706 yards (No. 3 on UT's 
all-time list) and 45 TDs (No. 2 on UT's 
all-time list) in 37 career games has 
given up his professional baseball 
career to concentrate exclusively on 
football. He is the nation's only back 
who has rushed for 1,000 yards in 
each of the last three seasons. He 
rushed for 1,002 yards (167.0 ypg) and 
14 TDs in the final six games of 2003. 


2003 RECORD: 10-3 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 7-1 


W, 66-7 
L, 38-28 
W, 48-7 
3-18 
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YOUNG AND RESTLESS 

Young became the first player in Texas history to pass 
for 1,000 yards and run for at least 900. His 998 rushing 
yards were eight more than Ricky Williams had as a 
freshman. 


GETTING OUT OF THE GATE 

Texas jumped on opponents early in games last sea- 
son, outscoring them 309-120 in the first half. The prob- 
lem was finishing strong as the Longhorns held just a 
224-160 margin in the second half. 
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ith an identity crisis at quarterback and no All- 
American to throw the football to, Oklahoma State 
hopes this season to complete its transition from 
passing team to running team. 

In 2001, Les Miles’ first season as head coach, OSU aver- 
aged 93.6 rushing yards per game and 2.7 yards per carry, 
the second-lowest such figures in school history. In 2002, as 
wide receiver Rashaun Woods emerged as one of college 
football’s top playmakers, the Cowboys averaged 148.5 
yards per game and 4.4 
yards per carry. Last season, 
O-State ranked 11th in 
NCAA Division I in rushing 
offense, averaging 218 
yards per game, and stood 
sixth in the country in rush- 
ing yards per carry, averag- 
ing 5.4. 

“The offense,” 
said, “is evolving.” 

This year, the evolution 
continues. Woods is gone to 
the NFL, the quarterbacks 
are young and make plays 
with their legs instead of 
their arms, the offensive 
line is proven and the run- 
ning backs are hungry. 

“Early in the year,” says 
offensive coordinator Mike 
Gundy, ‘‘we’re going to 
have to make plays running 
the ball.” 

Woods will be missed. 
He not only set every major 
OSU and Big 12 Conference 
receiving mark, he ranks 
fourth in Division I career 
receptions (293, seven off 
the record), third in yards 
(4,412, 106 behind second 
place), and third in touch- 
downs (42, one behind sec- 
ond place). 

Woods, a two-time All-American, is the most decorated 
player from a class Miles said might be the most important 
in school history. Others departures: tailback Tatum Bell, 
sixth on OSU’s career rushing list, defensive end Greg 
Richmond, third on the school’s all-time sacks chart, and 
safety Elbert Craig, who played with a torn ACL last season 
and ranks 10th on the career tackles list. 

“They were guys that you relied on to come in and make 
plays,” Miles said. “And we're going to miss them. But as 
those guys leave the program, the program’s got to evolve.” 


OUahores State 


Miles 
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All-Big 12 cornerback Darrent Williams had six interceptions 
and returned two for touchdowns. 


This year could define whether the program has evolved, 
or whether it just has been carried the last two seasons by 
good players. 

OSU fans endured losing teams 12 times in a 13-year span 
before 2002, when the Cowboys went 8-5 and won the 
Houston Bowl. Last season, OSU was 9-4 and lost the Cotton 
Bowl. The improvements were incremental, but marked the 
first time in 15 years O-State had consecutive winning sea- 
sons and bowl trips. But plenty of Big 12 teams have had 
two-year sprints only to slip 
back to mediocrity. Miles’ 
expectations are higher. 

“Our kids understand what 
they’re going to have to do and 
how they’re going to have to 
work and what's expected of 
them,” Miles said. “They’re 
going to have to keep it there 
and raise it higher. That is easi- 
ly, to me, the best returning 
characteristic of this team. 
They expect to win.” 

If they do, it might come 
down to the offense and who 
can replace quarterback Josh 
Fields. Fields, also a record-set- 
ter, was a junior last season, but 
few expected him to return for 
his senior year. Fields plied his 
substantial baseball skills into a 
high draft pick over the sum- 
mer and was expected to signa 
pro contract that would pro- 
hibit him from finishing his 
football career. (Going into the 
draft, Fields said he was keep- 
ing his options open.) 

Without Fields, the OSU 
offense takes on a decidedly 
different look. Two-a-days 
open with a full-blown quarter- 
back competition between two 
dynamic freshmen, redshirt 
Donovan Woods’ (Rashaun 
Woods’ youngest brother) and incoming rookie Bobby Reid. 
Both are strong, fast, agile runners with average passing abil- 
ity that will only improve. 

Reid, 6-4, 225, is billed as OSU's most high-profile recruit 
ever. According to Rivals.com, he was the No. 3-ranked dual- 
threat high school quarterback in the country last year, lead- 
ing Galena Park North Shore to a 15-0 record and the Texas 
5A state title. North Shore's record with Reid as the starter 
was 26-1, and at the 2003 preseason “Elite 11” quarterback 
camp, Reid was named “smartest QB.” 
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“He appears to have that intuitiveness to him,” Miles 
said. 

Woods, 6-2, 220, was Rivals.com’s No. 2 athlete in all of 
high school football in 2002, leading Oklahoma City 
Millwood to three consecutive 2A crowns. Woods commit- 
ted to OSU early; otherwise, Gundy thinks, Woods might 
have been OSU's most high-profile recruit. 

“He’s a dangerous guy with the ball in his hands,” 
Gundy said, 

Reid graduated high school last December and attended 
classes and football practice at OSU in the spring. Woods 
usually took the first snaps in spring drills, but they‘ll go 
into the fall listed 1 and 1A. 

Other reasons OSU will run the football more this season: 

— Super-sub tailback 
Vernand Morency, who 
pounded Kansas for 269 
yards and Baylor for 227 
while filling in for Bell last 
season, ranked 12th in the 
Big 12 with 918 yards rush- 
ing and led all Big 12 run- 
ning backs at 6.8 yards per 
carry. Morency’s backup is 
senior Seymore Shaw, who 
has averaged 6.0 yards per 
carry in his career. And full- 
back Shawn Willis is a 260- 
pound bulldozer. 

— Nine of the top 10 
offensive linemen return 
from 2003. Right guard Sam 
Mayes is an All-American 
candidate, left guard Chris 
Akin is the team’s most pro- 
ficient blocker, and_ left 
tackle Corey Hilliard might 
have the best pro potential. 

— Sophomore D’Juan 
Woods, the middle Woods 
brother, was second on the team with 31 catches, 479 yards 
and one TD, but the rest of the wideouts have combined for 
just 16 career catches. Tight ends Billy Bajema and Charlie 
Johnson, both devastating blockers, should become more 
involved in the passing game. 

O-State’s defense, led by All-Big 12 cornerback Darrent 
Williams and an athletic cast of linebackers and defensive 
backs, last season made only minor improvements over a 
disastrous 2002. The Cowboys were exposed by Oklahoma 
(52-9), Texas (55-16) and by Ole Miss in the Cotton Bowl (31- 
28), and the defense almost gave away big leads in victories 
over Kansas State and Texas Tech. OSU ranked 78th nation- 
ally in total defense (401 yards per game) and 57th in scor- 
ing defense (25.1 points per game). 

Junior linebacker Paul Duren led the team with 97 tack- 
les, and safety Vernon Grant was second with 89. Williams 
had six interceptions and scored four touchdowns. There 
are, however, holes to be filled at defensive end, where 
Richmond led a trio that combined for 21 sacks and 37 tack- 
les for loss. 

Special teams will again be a strength, although a replace- 
ment must be found for kicker Luke Phillips, who made 16- 
of-18 field goals last season and ranks fourth among in 
career kick scoring. Williams is a lethal punt returner, and 
punter Cole Farden impacts field position with big kicks and 
bigger kickoffs. ll — By John E. Hoover 
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Senior guard Sam Mayes is one 
of three three-year starters on 
the offensive line. 
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PROJECTED 
2004 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Junior tailback Vernand 
Morency ran for 918 yards and 
eight touchdowns as a backup DI WIS ON 
last season, including games of 189, 227 and 269. The 
offensive line has three seniors (all three-year starters), a 
junior and a sophomore who allowed just 19 sacks and 
helped average 5.4 yards per carry (both second in the 
Big 12). Special teams will again be a strength. 


QUESTION MARKS 

Senior Josh Fields is expected to be playing pro base- 
ball by the time two-a-days comes around. If he is, the 
demanding quarterback duties fall to either redshirt 
freshman Donovan Woods or true freshman Bobby 
Reid. Both are athletic, but lack expe- 
rience and Big 12 passing skills. Only 
sophomore D’Juan Woods has big- 
game experience at wideout. 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Senior cornerback Darrent 
Williams excels on defense (six inter- 
ceptions, two touchdowns in 2003) 
and on special teams (17.9 yards per 
punt return, two TDs). 
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ONE GOES, ONE STAYS 

Coach Les Miles lost one of his 
chief recruiters to the NFL, but another remained a 
Cowboy. Defensive line coach Karl Dunbar is now work- 
ing for the Chicago Bears. But special teams coordinator 
and cornerbacks coach Joe DeForest turned down an 
offer from Florida (his home state) and withdrew his 
name from consideration for a special teams post with 
the NFL’s Denver Broncos. Dunbar’s replacement is 
| Carey Bailey, who played at Tennessee and last 
coached at Middle Tennessee State. 
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2003 RECORD: 9-4 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 5-3 


W, 48-24 
W, 38-34 


W, 51-49 
W, 38-10 


W, 44-21 
W, 38-21 
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he quarterback factory is churning again in Lubbock. 

It’s time for a new passer to follow i in the footsteps 
of Kliff Kingsbury and B.J. Symons as the leader of 
one of the nation’s most explosive offensive systems. 

As the replacement for Kingsbury a year ago, all 
Symons did in his one year as a starter was set 14 NCAA 
records, including a new standard for single-season pass- 
ing yards with 5,833. To put those accomplishments in 
perspective, consider that Kingsbury set seven NCAA 
marks during his storied 
career. 

If history proves an 
accurate gauge, the new 
quarterback will set 21 
NCAA records and become 
the first passer to eclipse 
the 6,000-yard _ barrier. 
Those are lofty expecta- 
tions, but under fifth-year 
Coach Mike Leach, Texas 
Tech fans have come to 
expect the unexpected. 

While many critics con- 
tend that the inflated pass- 
ing numbers registered by 
Red Raider passers are 
products of the system, 
Leach is quick to argue that 
the system is only as good 
as the quarterback that 
leads it. 

Enter senior Sonny 
Cumbie, who, like Symons 
before him, will have one 
season to show his stuff. 

Relegated to mop-up 
duty as a junior, Cumbie 
has impressive physical 
tools and a solid grasp of 
the offense. He was solid in 
spring drills and solidified 
his hold on the starting job. 
Should Cumbie struggle 
early in the season, Leach will have no problem putting 
the ball in the hands of newcomer Robert Johnson, who 
was arguably the most highly coveted junior college 
recruit this past year. 

Johnson was rated as the top junior college quarterback 
in the country after leading Reedley College in California 
to a 21-2 record over the last two seasons, including a 12- 
0 mark that culminated in a national championship in 
2002. 

While Cumbie is the frontrunner for the time being, 
Leach won’t commit to a starter until August. 


Texans T 
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Tailback Taurean Henderson had 10 touchdowns rushing and 
six receiving. 


“Tt goes back and forth,” Leach said. “The biggest thing 
we're trying to do is prepare these guys the best they can 
as they go into the off-season. Then we'll look at it again 
in camp (in August), probably for about a week, and then 
after that, we'll settle one direction or the other.” 

While the quarterback will always play a vital role in 
Leach’s offense, the biggest weapon for the Red Raiders 
this season could be running back Taurean Henderson. 
The shifty junior was Tech’s leading ground-gainer in 
2003, scoring 16 total touch- 
downs and averaging near- 
ly six yards per carry. He 
also had 78 receptions to tie 
for second on the team. 
With the loss of three key 
receivers who combined to 
catch 250 passes last season, 
Henderson could come 
close to duplicating his 
NCAA freshman record of 
98 receptions. 

Despite losing the tri- 
umvirate of Wes Welker (97 
catches for 1,099 yards and 
nine touchdowns), Mickey 
Peters (78-975-12) and 
Carlos Francis (75-1,177-9) 
to graduation, Texas Tech 
still has some talent at 
receiver. 

The leader of the bunch 
is senior Nehemiah Glover, 
who caught 77 passes for 
1,081 yards in 2003 and is 
poised for a breakout sea- 
son. At 5-foot-8, Glover is 
the small but speedy target 
to go along with sophomore 
Jarrett Hicks who, at 6-4, 
will tower over most defen- 
sive backs. Complementing 
Glover and Hicks will be 
senior Joey Hawkins and 
juniors Trey Haverty and Cody Fuller. 

More good news for the offense is that, with the excep- 
tion of center Toby Cecil (school-record 50 consecutive 
starts), the entire offensive line returns intact. Anchoring 
the line are a pair of behemoths in senior tackles Daniel 
Loper (6-7, 329) and E.J. Whitley (6-6, 305), while senior 
Dylan Gandy brings a wealth of experience as he slides 
over from left guard to center. 

The offensive line experienced its best season under 
Leach. The unit surrendered only 25 sacks in 780 pass 
attempts, 21 better than the previous season. 
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Despite the new faces on offense, the main concern lies 
on the other side of the line with a defense that finished 
dead last in the Big 12 by allowing 453 yards per game. 

First, the good news: Texas Tech returns one of the top 
pass rushers in the Big 12 in senior defensive end Adell 
Duckett. How good is Duckett? Last year, he set school 
season records with 14 sacks and 24.5 tackles for loss. 

Now the not so good news: Duckett may have to carry 
the defensive line on his back. Developing depth will be a 
key as sophomore Seth Nitschmann, who is slated to start 
opposite Duckett, sat out spring drills following knee sur- 
gery. Two other intriguing prospects on the defensive line 
are sophomore Keyunta Dawson and junior Sione Havili. 
Another player to watch out for is junior college transfer 
Brett Bischofberger, who 
may get an opportunity to 
start if Nitschmann is 
slow to recover. 

Despite the uncertainty 
up front, a solid group of 
linebackers should help 
serve as a stabilizing force 
for the defense. Brock 
Stratton was the team’s 
second-leading tackler a 
year ago as a true fresh- 
man, as he quickly 
emerged as an impact 
performer at middle line- 
backer. On the outside, 
senior Mike Smith and 
junior John Saldi are 
workhorses who must 
continue to improve 
against the run after the 
Red Raiders allowed 
nearly 200 yards on the 
ground per game last sea- 
son. 

In the secondary, sophomore Chad Johnson, the other 
true freshman to start on defense last season, was moved 
from cornerback to strong safety, where he fill the spot 
vacated by Ryan Aycock. Johnson and free safety Vincent 
Meeks, who finished second to Aycock with four intercep- 
tions in 2003, will be a formidable duo this fall. Senior Josh 
Rangel also figures in the mix. 

For Johnson the switch to safety, the position he played 
in high school, is something that he is looking forward to. 

“There's a whole lot more on me at safety than there is 
at corner,” he said, “I love for the calls to be on me, having 
to make the calls, look over formations. Those are the 
kinds of things that I like to do.” 

The Red Raiders’ quick-strike offense does give the 
defense some breathing room, but allowing six opponents 
to score at least 40 points in a game simply can’t happen in 
2004 as it did a year ago. 

While Leach is comfortable winning a game 49-45 as he 
did in an upset road victory over Mississippi, he doesn’t 
like losing 51-49. That was the score when the Texas Tech 
was handed its first conference loss by Oklahoma State. 
The following week wasn’t much better in a 62-31 pound- 
ing at the hands of Missouri. 

Defensive consistency is desperately needed this sea- 
son in Lubbock, where as long as the quarterback factory 
is running, excitement will always run high — as will the 
final scores. Bl — By Shawn Heilbron 


Texas Tech Sports inforreasion 
Defensive end Adell Duckett set 
school records for sacks and 
tackles for loss. 
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PROJECTED 
2004 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

The Red Raiders have a 
proven gamebreaker in Taurean 
Henderson. The offense will 
also benefit from a solid offen- 
sive line, which will assist in the development of the new 
quarterback — whomever that might be. 


QUESTION MARKS 

Outside of Adell Duckett, the defensive line is a 
major concern. Depth is also an issue in the secondary. 
The loss of Wes Welker will be felt in the return game. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 
Tailback Henderson was as consistent in 2003 as he 

was in 2002, when he set the NCAA 
freshman record with 98 receptions. 2003 RECORD: 8-5 
Although the receptions (78) and CONFERENCE FINISH: 4-4 

| rushing attempts (124) were down SMU W, 58-10 

a New Mexico W, 42-28 

from the previous season, the produc- @N. Carolina St | 49-21 

tion per attempt was up. He averaged 


@Mississippi NV, 49-45 
| 5.9 yards per carry and 7.8 yards per iexee ne nieriss 
catch. 
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@Oklahoma St. , 51-49 
@Missouri , 62-31 
BOWLING THEM OVER 
With its appearance in the Houston 
| Bowl last season, Texas Tech contin- 
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Colorado W, 26-21 
@Baylor N, 62-14 
@Texas , 43-40 
Oklahoma , 56-25 
ued a streak of four consecutive bowl 
| appearances. The only other time in 
_ school history that a streak of four straight bowls 
occurred was from 1993-96. 


N, 38-14 
TAKING OFFENSE 

Texas Tech set a school record for total offense with 
7,576 as the Red Raiders improved their offensive pro- 
duction for a fourth straight season. After averaging 4.7 
yards per play in Leach’s first season in 2000, the per play 
averages have improved in each successive year — 5.5 in 
2001, 5.9 in 2002 and 7.0 in 2003. 


TENTATIVE DEPTH CHART 


LT Daniel Loper 67 329 Sr, NT Chris Hudler 6-3 309 So, 


Glenn January 7 292° So. Fred THrweatt 32 i 
GA 315 Sr DT Ken Scott 


63 294 Jr RE Adell Duckett 


EJ. y 66° 305 Ur K Dawsén 2 So. 
RG Manuel Ramirez 6-4 318 So. SLB mith 6-3 Sr. 
Dan Christian 65 356 Ji (i - Session 6-0 218 So 


181. Sr. 


6-1 200 So. 
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TEXAS A&M 


AGGIES 


exas A&M Coach Dennis Franchione sits inside his 

luxurious new office in Kyle Field’s north end zone 

and casually jokes about the lavishness of his new 

digs. It’s an incredible office that Franchione says is 
probably twice the size of the trailer house he and his wife, 
Kim, rented as newlyweds. 

And regarding the gorgeous decor, pictures, paneling, 
carpet, etc, Franchione jokes that — even after all the 
struggles of last season — he was never once tempted to 
install a noose instead of drapery. While the losses were 
piling up, at least 
Franchione never lost his 
since of humor. 

In their final three games 
of 2003, the Aggies were 
beaten by a combined score 
of 168-37. The traditionally 
defensive-minded Aggies 
also finished dead last in 
the Big 12 in scoring 
defense (38.8 points per 
game) and rushing defense 
(225.1 per contest). 

Those troubles — and 
many others — led A&M to 
a 4-8 record, representing 
the Aggies’ first losing sea- 
son since 1982. It also 
snapped a streak of seven 
consecutive winning sea- 
sons Franchione had com- 
piled at New Mexico, TCU 
and Alabama. 

But the veteran coach 
says the big losses never 
caused him to lose sight of 
the big picture, and he was 
never demoralized. 
Disappointed, yes. But even 
in the face of some humili- 
ating losses, Franchione 
maintained his composure, 
confidence and sense of 
direction. 

“After 31 years of coaching, I don’t get depressed 
because I know what to expect, and I am not surprised 
very easily,” Franchione said. “You always tend to look 
back, and you are motivated by those things. But | am truly 
motivated because the next season is coming up. We want 
to get better and get this program where it should be. I 
don’t sit around and think about what happened last year 
just to motivate me for this year. There is a much bigger 
picture right now and a forward vision on what we need to 
do to get to where we want to be.” 

The road back toward the top of the Big 12 South stand- 


Tracey ABM Spoets information 
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Junior free safety Jaxson Appel led the Aggies with 135 tackles, 
setting a school record for defensive backs. for 


ings will undoubtedly be a grueling journey for the Aggies, 
who last won the league title in 1998. It may be especially 
difficult this season since A&M will be relying so heavily 
on incoming freshmen, redshirt freshmen and junior col- 
lege transfers. 

The underclassmen and newcomers appear to be an 
extremely talented bunch, as Franchione signed outstand- 
ing recruiting classes in his first two Februarys at A&M. 
But coming out of spring drills, at least 25 of the 44 players 
in the projected two-deep lineup were either sophomores 
or had never played a 
game in an A&M uniform. 

“The redshirt freshmen 
are certainly going to 
make a major impact, and 
the class we signed last 
February will also play a 
major role,” Franchione 
said. “The number of jun- 
ior college kids we signed 
(six) means we need an 
impact from them right 
away. I’m confident in the 
direction we're moving, 
but there are still some 
questions that you really 
can’t address until you see 
how those guys are going 
to perform in game situa- 
tions.” 

In too many game situa- 
tions last season, the 
Aggies were simply out- 
talented. A staple of great 
A&M defenses in the past 
was speed. But for the 
most part, Franchione’s 
first A&M defense 
appeared to be filled with 
more plodders than race- 
horses, 

Franchione’s formula 
resurrecting — the 

defense is speed and more 
speed. The Aggies will happily sacrifice experience for ath- 
leticism. 

The increased speed was noticeable in the spring, espe- 
cially up front where returning starters Mike Montgomery 
and Johnny Jolly were joined in the starting rotation by 
athletic redshirt freshmen Joseph “Red” Bryant at tackle 
and Jason Jack at end. The return of former starters David 
Ross and Marcus Jasmin, along with the addition of two 
more redshirt freshmen — Chris Harrington and Jorrie 
Adams — provides A&M with more options and athletes. 

At linebacker, returning veterans Archie McDaniel and 
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Nurahda Manning are solid players, and sophomore Justin 
Warren fits perfectly into the “add more speed” mandate. 
But the Aggies are depending on a quick fix from four 
speedy junior college linebackers. 

Jaxson Appel is the leader of the secondary that also has 
nowhere to go but up. The Aggies return veterans in cor- 
nerbacks Byron Jones and Jonte Buhl and safety Ronald 
Jones. But redshirt freshmen Stephen Hodge, Japhus 
Brown, Broderick Newton and Erik Mayes, as well as soph- 
omore Melvin Bullitt, will likely push for plenty of playing 
time and possible starting roles. 

Offensively, the Aggies appear to be much more stable. 
The A&M running game has been rejuvenated by the shifty 
Courtney Lewis, who became the first Aggie since Dante 
Hall to rush for more than 1,000 yards last season. Lewis’ 
skills and Franchione’s 
running game priorities 
were primary reasons the 
Aggies averaged 177.2 
rushing yards per game, 
the most by A&M since 
1997, 

The offensive line should 
also be improved. Guard 
Aldo De La Garza and cen- 
ter Geoff Hangartner 
return as legitimate All-Big 
12 candidates, and tackle 
Jami Hightower returns 
after missing last year 
because of a staph infec- 
tion. Franchione also red- 
shirted an impressive class 
of freshmen linemen last 
season, and all four mem- 
bers of that group should 
figure prominently into 
A&M's plans. 

The competition is also 
deep on a receiving corps 
that features a good mix of proven playmakers and talent- 
ed youngsters. Senior Terrence Murphy is already the lead- 
ing receiver in A&M history in career yards (1,879) and 
needs two receptions to become the school leader in career 
receptions. 

Sophomore Earvin Taylor appears to be a budding star at 
the other receiver and senior Jason Carter, a former quarter- 
back, enjoyed an outstanding spring. 

Perhaps the only offensive uncertainty is at quarterback. 
Junior Reggie McNeal has the physical attributes to be a 
superstar. And at times, he has been just that. But McNeal 
has also been prone to mental mistakes and poor decisions. 
Last year, McNeal completed just better than 51 percent of 
his passes and threw almost as many interceptions (seven) 
as touchdowns (eight). 

“Typical of young quarterbacks, Reggie has gone 
through growing pains,” Franchione said. “But I was really 
impressed with his work ethic and development in the off- 
season. He’s taking on the responsibility of being a leader 
on this team, and I expect him to have a big year.’ 

Franchione also expects a better year for A&M. It’s not 
out of the realm of possibilities that the youthful Aggies 
could turn things around enough to return to a bowl game 
for the first time since 2001. But with so many youngsters 
and so many unproven newcomers, the immediate future 
probably does not appear to be quite as rosy as the long- 
term outlook. B — By Rusty Burson 


Tox ASM Spo Information 
Center Geoff Hangartner, in his 
third year as a starter, should 
contend for All-Big 12 honors. 
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» AT A GLANCE 


PROJECTED 
2004 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

The Aggies appear to possess 
plenty of offensive firepower. If 
quarterback Reggie McNeal 
continues to progress and mature, he 
certainly has numerous weapons at his disposal, includ- 
ing 1,000-yard rusher Courtney Lewis and big-play 
receiver Terrence Murphy. The offensive line should 
also continue to improve with the return of several key 
starters and the addition of four talented redshirt fresh- 
men. 


QUESTION MARKS 
The defense formerly known as the “Wrecking Crew” 
will be much faster, but with so many new faces in the 
lineup, A&M fans should probably 
take a wait-and-see approach to deter- 2003 RECORD: 4-8 
CAPCOM mcm CONFERENCE FINISH: 2-6 
Aggies may also be relying on a pair W, 26-11 
of newcomers in the kicking game. 


DIN San 


sas State 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Murphy led the Big 12 in kickoff 
returns with an average of 27.2 yards. 
He also set a school record for all-pur- 
pose yardage by a wide receiver with 
1,538 yards and added a team-best 44 
catches for 762 yards. He is the career school record 
holder in receiving yardage and needs just one catch to 
match the school record for career receptions. 


ACHILLES HEEL 

The Aggies’ Achilles heel last year was turnovers. 
A&M finished last in the Big 12 in turnover margin (-11), 
losing 17 fumbles and 13 interceptions. "If we can 
reverse our turnover-takeaway ratio by five or six then 
that will correlate into better opportunities for us,” Coach 
Dennis Franchione said. “That, alone, will make us a 
better offense and better football team.” 
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BAYLOR 
BEARS 


entral Texas can be extremely pleasant in the spring. 

It is a time to enjoy outdoor activities as the win- 

ter doldrums give way to spring fever, spreading a 

sense of renewal and rejuvenation throughout the 
state. 

At Baylor, this past spring represented an opportunity 
to get back to work on the task of bringing the program 
back to respectability. Under the watchful eye of second- 
year head coach Guy Morriss, the Bears went through 
spring drills fueled by the 
belief that through hard 
work anything is possible. 

While it will take more 
than hard work to win in 
the Big 12 this season, 
Baylor showed flashes a 
season ago that better time 
are looming on the horizon. 

A 3-2 start, including a 
42-30 victory over Colorado 
that capped the Bears’ first 
three-game winning streak 
since 1996, helped lay the 
groundwork for the future. 

Morriss wanted to give 
his young team an opportu- 
nity to gain a dose of confi- 
dence early in the season, 
which resulted in Baylor 
dropping road games 
against South Florida in 
2003 and Minnesota this 
year in favor of I-AA oppo- 
nents Sam Houston State 
and Texas State. 

For a program as hungry 
for success as Baylor is, 
winning is vital no matter 
whom the opponent. 

“Mentally, we are a total- 
ly different team from a 
year ago,” Morriss said. 
“(The players) are starting 
to understand the value of 
hard work and what it takes to win.” 

Along with hard work must also come consistency, 
something the Bears sorely lacked a season ago. One week 
after its impressive win over Colorado, Baylor traveled to 
College Station and got thrashed by Texas A&M, 73-10. 
Inconsistency is to be expected of the youngest team in the 
Big 12, which accurately characterized Baylor in 2003. 
Entering its final game of the season, the Baylor two-deep 
roster listed nine true freshmen, including offensive tackle 
Nick Pace who started all 12 games. 


Baylor Sparts Information 
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Daniel Sepulveda averaged 43.1 yards per punt as a freshman to 
finish third in the Big 12. 


Consistency isn’t the only thing Baylor will search for 
this fall. It is still undetermined as to who will line up 
under center when the Bears open the season on Sept. 4 at 
UAB. The quarterback race is wide open, and Morriss 
hopes one of four signal-callers will emerge as the leader 
during two-a-days this fall. 

The leading contender in the field is the incumbent 
starter, sophomore Shawn Bell. Inserted into the starting 
lineup for the final two games last season, Bell completed 
61 percent of his passes 
while demonstrating an 
ability to move the offense 
against two difficult 
opponents in Oklahoma 
and Oklahoma State. Bell 
was given the nod over 
senior Aaron Karas, who 
started the first 10 games 
and holds the Baylor 
record for highest com- 
pletion percentage in 
school history at 59.1 per- 
cent. 

While Bell and Karas go 
into the fall as the top two 
quarterbacks on Baylor's 
depth chart, the eventual 
starter could emerge from 
a duo of impressive new- 
comers. 

Junior Dane King was a 
highly sought-after 
recruit after earning All- 
America honors at Blinn 
Junior College last season. 
He led the National Junior 
College Association in 
passing at 310.8 yards per 
game and was on campus 
in time to participate in 
spring drills. The final 
member of the quartet is 
redshirt freshman 
Terrance Parks, who pres- 
ents the most intriguing option because of his size (6-foot- 
4, 220 pounds) and arm strength. 

As for who will take the snaps for his team this fall, 
Morris remained non-committal. 

“T don’t think any of them played long enough to get 
into much of a rhythm and tell much,” Morriss said. 
“We've had a good battle at that spot. The top three are 
kind of clumped together, and all three bring different 
attributes to the table. | think we'll have to make that deci- 
sion (on a starter) on the plane ride to Birmingham next 
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year.” 

Quarterback isn’t the only offensive skill position up for 
grabs this fall. 

A replacement must be found for last season’s 
rusher, Rashad Armstrong, whose 1,100 yards made him 
Baylor's first 1,000-yard runner since 1998. While it won’t 
be easy to match Armstrong’s productivity, it shouldn't be 
difficult to find an experienced back to put into the lineup. 

Seniors Anthony Krieg and Jonathan Golden have 14 
career starts among them, but Golden sat out last season as 
aredshirt. Krieg rushed for 222 yards a year ago and is the 
frontrunner for the starting job. Sophomore Brandon 
Whitaker will also see time. As to who receives the bulk of 
the backfield work, Morriss wants to see who steps up and 
earns the job, 


s leading 


“We have to find a run- 
ning back,” he said. “We 
feel good about our play- 
ers who will compete for 
the position. It’s just a 
matter of who's going to 
step up and claim the job 
now that Rashad’s moved 
on.” 

On the defensive side of 
the ball, new coordinator 
Bill Bradley inherits a 
young group that ranked 
11th in total defense in the 
Big 12 in 2003. A team- 
mate of Morriss’ with the 
Philadelphia Eagles from 
1973-76, Bradley does 
have a talented pair of 
defensive backs to work 
with in juniors Willie 
Andrews and Maurice 
Lane. 

The speedy Andrews is 
one of the Big 12’s top 
return men and will be counted upon to add a steady pres- 
ence at cornerback. Lane has started 23 games in his two 
years in Waco and was an honorable-mention All-Big 12 
performer a year ago while leading Baylor with 129 tackles 
and recording a conference-best 7.42 solo stops per game. 

Another player who Baylor coaches feel will be a differ- 
ence-maker this fall is senior linebacker Justin Crooks. The 
team’s second-leading tackler a year ago, Crooks came on 
strong late in the season with a career-high five tackles for 
loss against Kansas State. 

The key for Baylor is to find more playmakers on 
defense. With question marks still connected to the quar- 
terback and running back positions, the Baylor offense 
may have difficulty sustaining drives early in the season, 
which will put added pressure on the defense. 

One player who should help alleviate some of that pres- 
sure is sophomore punter Daniel Sepulveda, who had 
never punted prior to last season. All Sepulveda did was 
finish third in the Big 12 with an average of 43.1 yards per 
punt. 

While Baylor hopes Sepulveda’s workload decreases as 
the offensive output increases, the chances are that the 
Bears will struggle again in 2004. Much like the spring, 
however, the fall can also be a time for change. Morriss 
and the Baylor faithful can only hope it’s for the better. MH 

— By Shawn Heilbron 


Baylor Spans information 
Linebacker Justin Crooks came 
on strong to finish as the 
team's second-leading tackler. 


since 1994. 


PROJECTED 
2004 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Led by the punting of Daniel 
Sepulveda and the return skills 
of Willie Andrews, the special 
teams are in good order. The 
depth at quarterback is also a plus as it creates competi- 
tion for an offense in need of a leader. 


QUESTION MARKS 

Baylor has had difficulty controlling the line of scrim- 
mage in recent years, and as usual, the offensive and 
defensive lines are trouble spots. Inexperience and 
injuries could hurt the Bears, particularly early in the sea- 
son. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Junior free safety Maurice Lane 
has started 23 games in his two sea- 
sons at Baylor. Last season, he led the 
Bears with 129 tackles, including a Big 
12-best 7.42 solo tackles per game. 


2003 RECORD: 3-9 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 1-7 


UAB L, 24-19 
@North Texas L 52-14 
SMU W, 10-7 
Sam n Hous ston St W, 27-6 
W, 42-30 
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L, 28-21 

L, 56-0 
L, 38-10 
L, 62-14 

L, 41-3 
L, 38-21 
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YEAR TWO TURNAROUND 
After leading Kentucky to a 2-9 
record in his first season as head 
coach in 2001, Guy Morriss led the 
Wildcats to a 7-5 mark the following 
year. Baylor fans would certainly wel- 
come that kind of turnaround in 
Morriss’ second campaign in Waco. 
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STOUT SCHEDULE 

Despite swapping Minnesota for Texas State, Baylor 
faces a daunting schedule in 2004. Of the Bears’ 11 
games, seven will be against teams that went to bowls in 
2003. 


SACK ATTACK 
The Baylor defense recorded 29 sacks, the sixth-best | 
one-season total in school history and the highest mark 
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Take One. Your 


The most.in-depth coverage of your*favorite fo fs 
college team*can be found intone of these 
college sports publications! Game stories; 
upcoming -games,.all‘canhonly*be found here. 
Call them Up and subscribe TODAY ! 


www.CollegeSportsPublications.com 


ALABAMA - ‘Bama, Inside the Crimson Tide 10 magazines 


ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 

ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 
AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 
BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 
COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 
CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 
DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 

EAST CAROLINA - Pirates’ Chest 
FLORIDA - Gator Bait 

FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 

GEORGIA - Georgia Bulldog Magazine 
INDIANA - Inside Indiana 

IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 

IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 
KENTUCKY - The Cats’ Pause 

LSU - Tiger Rag 

LOUISVILLE - SportsReport 
MARSHALL - Herd Insider 
MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 

MIAMI - CaneSport 

MICHIGAN - Wolverine 

MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan Magazine 
MISSISSIPPI - Ole Miss Spirit 
NEBRASKA - Huskers Illustrated 
NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE - Wolfpacker 
NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 
OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 


OKLAHOMA STATE - 0-State Sports Report 


PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 
PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 
SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 
TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 
TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 
TEXAS - Horns Illustrated 

TEXAS A&M - Ags Illustrated 

TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 
VIRGINIA - Cavalier Corner 
VIRGINIA TECH - Hokie Sports 
WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 
WISCONSIN - Inside Wisconsin 


12 issues, 2 yearbooks 
19 magazines, 2 yearbooks 


10 magazines, 12 newsletters 


12-13 issues 

20 issues, 2 yearbooks 
12 issues, 1 yearbook 
25 issues, 1 yearbook 
20 issues 

32 issues, 2 yearbooks 
34 issues 

31 magazines 

26 issues, 2 yearbooks 
23 issues, 2 yearbooks 
18 issues 

35 issues 

36 issues, 1 yearbook 
32 issues 

29 issues 

12 issues 

21 issues, first-class mail, 
26 issues, 1 yearbook 
18 issues 

32 issues 

17 magazines, 1 yearbook 
35 issues 

20 issues, 2 yearbooks 
20 issues 

30 issues 

17 magazines 

14 issues 

27 issues 

26 issues, 2 yearbooks 
35 issues 

12 issues, 1 yearbook 
12 issues, 2 guides 

9 magazines, 4 newsletters 
17 issues, 2 yearbooks 
15 issues, 2 yearbooks 
12 issues 

33 issues 

32 issues 

25 issues 
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800-757-6277 
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800-883-7024 
800-467-6532 
888-735-3530 
800-642-1183 
800-642-1183 
800-782-3216 
800-725-4321 
866-9-GODOGS 
800-282-4648 
888-474-8669 
800-497-9562 
800-641-3302 
888-328-4437 
888-800-8635 
877-800-4373 
800-594-9320 
800-635-2263 
800-421-7751 
800-732-6532 
800-748-8528 
800-524-9527 
888-827-4335 
800-421-7751 
800-843-4747 
800-760-2862 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-282-1629 
800-876-4678 
803-256-1789 
800-828-8657 
865-974-1266 
877-34-TEXAS 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-421-7751 
540-231-4134 
304-291-2242 
800-524-9068 
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Stay on top of-your FAVORITE college sports:-teams!. CoDE: 
»Subscribe-to-your school's fan publication:-today!!}.cSPA 


Be The Star for the Huskers! 
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Great Gift Idea 


* 10 minute Personalized CD 
* YOUR FAN'S FULL NAME 
mentioned over 15 times 
* Incredible Sound Effects BRAND NEW! 
* You Insert Your Photo NFL and MLB CDs 
Be the star for the Chiefs, the 
Cubs, or any NFL or MLB 
team. Plus 38 other NCAA 
CDs 
CALL TODAY! 


Order Toll Free 
1-800-524-9527 


Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 


ma 
Playmaker Elite Elite Chrome 


| Sic Le 
Hana Time collegiate $39.95 ' Agro Woes) w/bracelet | , Varsity 


watches are water resis- 
tant, feature Citizen® 
quartz movements, are 
backed by a two year 
warranty and come packaged 
in tin gift boxes. 
Elite model is available 
with oiled leather strap or 
stainless steel bracelet in 
men's and women's size. 
Chrome Varsity has 
stainless steel bracelet 
and is available in men's 
and women's size. 
Playmaker model has a a : Wy ; 
padded leather strap. . ~— . 
Available in one size. i w/leather 
Wall clocks have quartz : $79.95 al 42 inch Wall Clock 
movements, require one "AA" . $24.95 


battery, two year warranty. ee | enon 
08 pile onkauisi y  Toonder by credit card, call: BOO—-524=-9527 S ISA. = 
PARESEMS. To order by mail, send check or money order to: Huskers Illustrated Watch, PO Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 68501 


HANA Add 5% sales tax for Nebraska residents. Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. $ 8.95 for UPS ground shipping and handling for first 
item. Add $ 1.00 for each additional item. Rush delivery is normally available at following rates for one item: $ 19.95 for one day 
TIM Ee) or $ 10.95 for two day service plus $ 1.00 for each additional item. Ask for availability of 50 other schools. 
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~~-Plus *19.95 Shipping i 
KANANASKIS t 


‘279 


Plus °19.95 Shipping 
DAKOTA 


S499 


Plus ‘19.95 Shipping 
| TUCSON 


NONCONFERENCE 
OPPONENTS 


__PITTSBURGH ~ 
_NEBRASKA- ~ 


~ DOWN _ TOGO 


Nebraska’s fieldhouse FF 
clock and scoreboard, 
a familiar site in 
Memorial Stadium’s. 
north end zone until 
the early 1960s, is pic- 
tured during one of — 
NU’s meetings with — 
Pittsburgh in Lincoln. 
The two teams 
haven't met since 
Nov. 15, 1958, in 
Lincoln. The 
Cornhuskers won 
that game 14-6, but 
Pitt leads the all-time 
series 15-4-3. The 
teams meet in 

GWO CuO OBO OD GHD CHO GUIS Gwin Gm om Guo Pittsburgh Sept. 18 


pier HOUSE M and are scheduled to 


play again Sept. 17, 
° soomjiti: 2005, in Lincoln. 
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WESTERN ILLINOIS 
LEATHERNECKS 


estern Illinois has been here before. 

No, not Lincoln’s Memorial Stadium. But the 
Leathernecks have experienced similar raucous 
atmospheres, 

Like Death Valley. 

Just last season, the Division I-AA team from Macomb, IIL, 
traveled to Baton Rouge, La., to face eventual national cham- 
pion Louisiana State. The Tigers won 35-7 but led only 13-7 
late in the third quarter. 

Maybe that’s why some 
Nebraska fans refuse to expect 
a Cornhusker cakewalk on 
Sept. 4. 

“Beings that we went to 
LSU last year, we know what 
to expect from big colleges,” 
junior running back Travis 
Glasford said. “We're going to 
show that just because we’re 
Division I-AA . .. we might 
not have as much talent, but 
we are skillful.” 


lorry Daan/ Western lilinaes Liniversn 


Not every Leatherneck 
player, though, boasts 
Glasford's experience. 


Western Illinois, 9-4 last sea- 
son, is searching for a starting 
quarterback and returns only 
three defensive starters. 

Still, that impressive show- 
ing at LSU may have some 
folks feeling somewhat leery 
of the Leathernecks. 

“Yeah, but that was game 
three, though,” Western 
[llinois Coach Don Patterson 
said. “We opened with a 
weaker opponent (defeating 
Wayne State 35-3) and then 
played a weaker I-A opponent 
(defeating Eastern Michigan 
34-12).” 

True, there is no tune-up rysh for more than 1,000 yards. 
game to prepare for the 
Huskers. Western Illinois begins Patterson's sixth season in 
Lincoln. 

“Our goal would be to find a way to be in midseason form 
on Sept. 4,” said Patterson, who’s 41-18 at Western Hlinois. 

Patterson has experienced success against Division I-A 
teams. He’s the only active I-AA coach with four I-A victories 
over the last five years, having led the Leathernecks to a 4-3 
record against I-A teams. 

“We've played some good I-A teams since we’ve been 
here,” Patterson said. “(The players) recognize it’s a serious 
challenge.” 
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Travis Glasford became the first Western Illinois sophomore to 


As for that LSU game last season? 

“We played very well, and that didn’t surprise me at all,” 
Patterson said. “If 1 had last year’s team going to Lincoln .. .” 

Fact is, though, he doesn’t. 

Western Illinois returns seven starters on offense but must 
replace quarterback Russ Michna, the two-time Gateway 

Conference Offensive Player of the Year. 

How good was Michna? Well, he threw for more than 
3,000 yards in each of his two seasons as a starter, compiling 
a record of 20-6 and setting 

the school’s single-season 
passing record last year with 
3,160 yards. 

In line to replace Michna 
are sophomore Steve LaFalce 
and redshirted freshman 
Matt O'Toole, Last season's 
third-string quarterback, jun- 
ior Jared Burks, has since 
moved to defensive back. 
Zack Wells, a promising 
recruit from Muscatine, lowa, 
will join the quarterback 
group this fall. 

That leaves LaFalce as the 
most experienced quarter- 
back on the roster. He com- 
pleted three of six passes in 
10 appearances last season as 
Michna’s backup. 

Patterson, who runs a pro- 
style offense, said LaFalce 
and O'Toole had good spring 
camps. 

“We're not the least bit 
unhappy with either one of 
them, but we also know 
they’re a long ways from 
playing like last year’s 
starter,” Patterson said. “Both 
of those guys are going to be 
outstanding quarterbacks. 

The only question is, can they 
get it done in the fall of ‘04?” 

The good news for the new quarterback is that he'll play 
behind an offensive line that returns three starters, including 

senior left guard Fred Layne, a two-time all-conference selec- 
tion. 

“That will make the growing pains easier for whoever it 
is,” Patterson said of the line’s experience. “Of course, the 
ultimate challenge will be having it hold up against 
Nebraska.” 

Western Illinois also returns two key position players in 
Glasford, a two-year starter at running back, and junior wide 
receiver Reggie Gray. 
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Glasford, a second-team all-conference selection last sea- 
son, became the first sophomore in school history to rush for 
more than 1,000 yards. His 1,368 yards (296 attempts, 20 
touchdowns) ranked fourth in Western Illinois’ single-season 
record book. 

“He may have signed with a I-AA team,” Patterson said, 

“but we recognized ‘that he was a I-A back, and he’s proven 
that to be true ever since he started.” 

Glasford is 809 rushing yards shy of second place on the 
school’s all-time list and 1, 742 yards shy of first. 

“I know I’m not the fastest back, but | have enough speed,” 
said Glasford, a Miami native. “My main thing is i like to hit 
the hole quick and hard. When it’s time for power, I can give 
power.” 

Gray, meanwhile, returns as the Leathernecks’ top receiv- 
er. His 44 catches for 764 yards last season led the team. He 
scored eight touchdowns 
and had at least three games 
of 100 yards receiving. 

At least that gives 
Patterson something to work 
with on offense. New defen- 
sive coordinator Jeff Jamrog 
isn’t quite as fortunate. 

Jamrog, the — former 
Nebraska player who spent 
the past four seasons as the 
Huskers’ defensive line 
coach, inherits a defense that 
loses eight starters. 

“He recognizes that our 
personnel simply isn’t as 
good as it was a year ago,” 
Patterson said of Jamrog. 
“We had a lot of second and 
third-year starters who cer- 
tainly knew what they were 
doing, guys that were savvy 
in terms of how to react to 
different situations.” 

Returning to lead the defense are senior linebacker Drew 
Kocsis (64 tackles) and junior safety Chris McNutt (69 tack- 
les). Junior tackle Bret Rocchietti is the lone starter back along 
the line. 

“We had a lot of leadership on defense,” Patterson said. 
“We lost a three-year captain and another two-year captain. 
That's a big issue.” 

Western Illinois’ strongest area may be special teams, 
where the Leathernecks return James Norris, the nation’s 
leading punt returner in I-AA last season, and senior place- 
kicker Justin Langan, who’s only seven points away from 
becoming the Leathernecks’ all-time leading scorer. 

A couple of field goals and an extra point against 
Nebraska, and Langan could accomplish that feat in Lincoln. 

“That would be awesome, yes,” said Langan, who trails 
Keith Jones by three points as the school’s leading kicking 
scorer and Aaron Stecker by six points as overall leading scor- 
er, 

Norris, meanwhile, averaged 19.1 yards per return as a 
junior and had a school-record 95-yard punt return at Eastern 
Michigan. He’s also vying for a starting position at split end 
after averaging a team-best 62.9 receiving yards per game last 
season. 

Gray is also a return specialist. He set school records of 28 
kickoff returns and 712 kick return yards last season. He 
returned a kickoff 99 yards for a touchdown against Northern 
lowa. i — By Brian Rosenthal 


Place-kicker Justin Langan 
needs seven points to become 
WIU's all-time leading scorer. 
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| Returning starters in hold 
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AFFILIATION: Gateway Conference. 
PLAYS NEBRASKA: Sept. 4 in Lincoln. 


STRENGTHS 

Junior wideout Reggie Gray returns after leading the 
Leathernecks with 764 receiving yards on 44 catches last 
season. He scored eight touchdowns. Senior punt return 
specialist James Norris led Division |-AA last season, 
averaging 19.1 yards per return. He returned a punt 95 
yards for a touchdown against Eastern Michigan. 


QUESTION MARKS 

The Western Illinois defense surrendered an average 
of 26 points per game last season and has only three 
starters back from that unit. It’s a challenging task for 
new defensive coordinator Jeff Jamrog, the former 
Nebraska player and assistant. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

All-conference second-teamer Travis Glasford 
returns for this third season as the starting running back 
after becoming the first sophomore in 
school history to rush for more than 
1,000 yards. After two seasons, he 
ranks seventh on the WIU career list 
with 2,057 rushing yards. 


2003 RECORD: 9-4 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 5-2 
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winning percentage list. 


HIGH RANKING 

The Leathernecks have finished each of the last two 
seasons at No. 5 in the Division I-AA polls. Western 
Illinois reached its first No. 1 national ranking on Sept. 8 
before LSU knocked the Leathernecks to second, where 
they spent the next five weeks. WIU has been ranked in 
the last 25 regular-season polls. 
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PITTSBURGH 


PANTHERS 


nanimous All-America wide receiver Larry Fitzgerald 
was the third overall selection in the first round of the 
NFL Draft by the Arizona Cardinals. 

In the second round, the San Francisco 49ers took 
cornerback Shawntae Spencer, and the Kansas City Chiefs 
nabbed tight end Kris Wilson. 

Then defensive end Claude Harriott went to the Chicago 
Bears in the fifth round, punter Andy Lee went to the 49ers 
in the sixth round and tailback Brandon Miree went to the 
Denver Broncos in the sev- 
enth round. 

It had been 12 years since 
the University of Pittsburgh 
football team produced so 
many draft picks. Not since 
1983 had three Panthers 
been chosen in the first two 
rounds. 

Heck, even linebacker 
Lewis Moore (New York 
Giants), offensive lineman 
Matt Morgan (St. Louis 
Rams), fullback Lousaka 
Polite (Dallas Cowboys) and 
quarterback Rod Rutherford 
(Carolina Panthers) all 
signed free-agent contracts. 

Uh, are there any players 
left on the Pittsburgh cam- 
pus? 

Coach Walt Harris had to 
be wondering during spring 
football practice, when not 
only was he in the beginning 
stages of replacing eight 
offensive starters, he was 
also missing three key play- 
ers along the offensive line 
because of injury. 

Among that group was 
senior Rob Petitti, a two- 
time All-Big East player. 
He's started every game at at left tackle. 
left tackle the last three sea- 
sons and is expected to receive consideration for All- 
America, Outland Trophy and Lombardi Award honors this 
season. 

He was hurt and didn’t practice in the spring. Neither 
did senior center Justin Belarski, nor senior left guard Matt 
Maiers. 

That makes things difficult on players auditioning for the 
vacant starting quarterback job. But that’s what juniors Luke 
Getsy and Tyler Palko faced during spring drills in their bat- 
tle to replace Rutherford, a two-time All Big-East performer 
and Pittsburgh’s third all-time leading passer. 


Pittsburgh Spor 
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Two-time All-Big East selection Rob Petitti is a three-year starter 


“It is very hard to get anything done when you don’t even 
drop back before you are already being chased out of the 
pocket,” Harris said. “So it is hard to say either guy got a fair 
chance, because we’ve had so many linemen miss time that 
we couldn’t get anything going. That being said, Tyler did 
some good things this spring, and I thought Luke was very 
competitive when we scrimmaged.” 

Quarterback is only the beginning of many offensive 
questions facing the Panthers, who lost three veteran offen- 

sive linemen, their starting 
tight end and entire starting 
backfield. 

Oh, and that Fitzgerald 
guy. All he did was catch 92 
passes for 1,672 yards and 22 
touchdowns last season while 
finishing second in Heisman 
Trophy voting. 

Pittsburgh, 8-5 a year ago, 
averaged nearly 30 points a 
game. Now it seems the 
Panthers are starting from 
scratch. 

At quarterback, Getsy and 
Palko are engaged in a highly 
scrutinized battle for the start- 
ing job. Neither player is very 
experienced. Getsy played in 
six games last season as 
Rutherford’s primary backup 
and was just 3-of-13 passing 
for 32 yards. Palko redshirted 
after serving as a backup in 
2002, when he was 2-of-3 
passing for 13 yards. 

“We've gotten a chance to 
watch them in 7-on-7 and 1- 
on-1 drills,” Harris said, “but 
those evaluations have only so 
much value because that’s not 
how the game is played.” 

In the Blue-Gold spring 
game in April, Getsy was 7-of- 
10 passing for 36 yards, and 
Palko was 6-of-13 for 49 yards and an interception. 

Joe Flacco, who played scout team as a true freshman last 
season, may also be in the quarterback mix. He threw the 
only touchdown of the spring game — a 34-yard strike to 
Terrell Allen — and finished 10-of-18 for 91 yards and an 
interception. 

At running back, the Panthers lose Brandon Miree, who 
was injured much of last season. That allowed junior Jawan 
Walker to start six games and rush for 407 yards and three 
touchdowns — tops among returning players. 

Raymond Kirkley, the Panthers’ leading rusher as a true 
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freshman in 2001 (645 yards, three TDs), and seniors Darren 
McCray and Abdur Abdullah will challenge Walker for the 
starting job. 

Pittsburgh must also replace Polite, a four-year starter at 
fullback; Wilson, an All-Big East pick at tight end; and, of 
course, Fitzgerald. 

Fifth-year senior Princell Brockenbrough (35 catches, 616 
yards) and sophomore Greg Lee (10 catches, 211 yards) are 
the leading candidates at receiver. 

Along the offensive line, the absence of the three seniors 
during spring drills allowed Harris to use a number of com- 
binations and rely on a lot of youth. 

“Because of that, we weren’t able to put the kind of pres- 
sure on the defense we needed in order to see if we really 
have improved our run defense and improved against the 
pass,” Harris said. “Certain individuals, I think, on defense 
stood out but we won't 
know how good we really 
are until we get our entire 
team back together, hope- 
fully, in the fall.” 

Harris is hoping for 
defensive improvement. 
The Panthers suffered 
through a transition season 
last year, playing several 
inexperienced players on 
the defensive side. The 
result was a unit that 
ranked 79th nationally in 
total defense (403 yards per 
game) and 53rd in scoring 
defense (24 points per 
game). 

Pittsburgh’s biggest 
problem was stopping the 
run. The Panthers allowed 
an average of 185 yards 
rushing per game, which 
ranked 87th nationally. 

The good news is that Harris returns seven starters and 
21 letterwinners on defense and hopes the experience they 
gained last year will pay dividends. 

Pittsburgh is experienced up front, with a pair of three- 
year starters in Vince Crochunis and Dan Stephens plugging 
the interior. Crochunis, a nose tackle, led the defensive front 
with 54 tackles last season. Stephens, a tackle, had 46 tackles. 

At defensive end, the Panthers have a potential star in 6- 
foot-4, 275-pound senior Thomas Smith, who was second on 
the team with eight tackles for loss. Pittsburgh, though, is 
searching for another end in place of Harriott. 

Junior Brian Bennett returns at Sam linebacker. He was 
second on the team with 118 tackles, including seven tackles 
for losses and three sacks. 

Seniors J.J. Horne and Malcolm Postell will battle for the 
starting Will spot; the two shared starting time last year at 
the position. In the middle, hard-hitting sophomore Clint 
Session looks to replace four-year starter Lewis Moore. 
Session saw significant time as a true freshman. 

Pittsburgh must replace both starting cornerbacks. Junior 
Reggie Carter, sophomore Mike Phillips and redshirted 
freshman Allen Richardson are vying for the left cornerback 
position, while junior Benard “Josh” Lay, who had a team- 
high 14 pass breakups last year, is the top candidate at right 
cornerback. 

Seniors Tyrone Gilliard and Tez Morris enter their third 
years at starting safeties. ll — By Brian Rosenthal 
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Sophomore Greg Lee is one of 
the receivers trying to replace 
All-American Larry Fitzgerald. 
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| AFFILIATION: Big East Conference. 
| PLAYS NEBRASKA: Sept. 18 in Pittsburgh. 


| STRENGTHS 
The Panthers’ defensive line features a pair of three- 
year starters in the middle and a potential star in Thomas 
Smith at defensive end. The 6-foot-4, 275-pound Smith 
was second on the team in tackles for loss (eight) and 
quarterback hurries (16) last season. 


QUESTION MARKS 

Finding replacements at all skill positions on offenseis | 
a concern. It begins at quarterback, where inexperienced 
juniors Luke Getsy and Tyler Palko are battling to 
replace two-time All-Big East performer Rod Rutherford. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Pittsburgh is hoping one emerges with the loss of 
Heisman Trophy runner-up Larry Fitzgerald, a unani- 
mous All-American receiver taken in the first round of the 


NFL Draft. The Panthers’ top player may be offensive line- 
man Rob Petitti, who's started the 


last 38 games at left tackle. 2003 RECORD: 8-5 


LONG TIME, NO PLAY CONFERENCE FINISH: 5-2 


Nebraska and Pittsburgh haven't 
met on the football field since Nov. 15, 
1958, in Lincoln — a 14-6 Nebraska 
victory. The year before, Pittsburgh 
prevailed 34-0 in Pittsburgh. The 
Panthers lead the all-time series with 
Nebraska, 15-4-3. 


Kent State 
Ball State 
@Toledo 
@Texas A&M 
Notre Dame 
@Rutgers 
Syracuse 
@Boston College 
Virginia Tech 
@West Virginia 
@Temple 
Miami, F 
EFFICIENT PANTHERS 
Pittsburgh scored 40 times out of 
48 trips into the red zone last season, including 33 touch- 
downs. Of course, it helps when you're a disciplined 
team. The Panthers led the Big East last season in fewest 


_ penalty yards, averaging only 40.2 yards per game. 


FILLING THE STANDS 

Pittsburgh averaged a school-record 59,197 fans in six 
games at Heinz Field last season. The previous record was 
54,818, established in 1982 at Pitt Stadium. The Panthers 
had two home sellouts last season. 
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he news of Dustin Almond’s emergence as the clear- 
cut starting quarterback for Southern Mississippi 
might take some Nebraska football fans a little off- 
guard. 

Almond, they’ll remember, is the guy who had a less- 
than-memorable performance in the Golden Eagles’ 38-14 
loss to the Huskers last season in Hattiesburg, Miss. 

The sophomore started in place of Micky D’Angelo, 
who'd suffered a concussion, and he wasn’t exactly effec- 
tive. 

Almond’s line: 4-of-24 
passing for 68 yards, with 
two interceptions. 

He struggled so mightily 
that coaches eventually 
went with true freshman 
Damion Carter early in the 
fourth quarter. Carter com- 
pleted his first six passes, 
led the Golden Eagles on a 
92-yard touchdown drive 
and finished 14-of-17 pass- 
ing for 143 yards and a 
touchdown, 

Carter then took over the 
starting quarterback posi- 
tion for two games, 
although Almond respond- 
ed and won his job back. He 
regrouped and finished the 
season with 1,877 passing 
yards and 13 touchdowns. 

Now Carter and redshirt- 
ed freshman Jeremy Young 
are battling for the backup 
job to Almond, who recap- 
tured the No. 1 spot during 
spring drills. 

“Dustin is significantly 
ahead because he has played 
a lot more games and also 
because he has put a lot more 
into the mental part of the 
game,” second-year offensive coordinator Rip Scherer 
said. “That is what has separated him. The other two guys 
are going to be neck-and-neck until someone shows that 
they can be the No. 2 guy or that they could compete with 
Dustin.” 

Scherer said all three quarterbacks are good athletes, 
and that the younger two may actually be more explosive 
than Almond. 

“T don’t think that we have to change dramatically our 
style from one quarterback to another,” Scherer said, 
“because I think they are all close enough athletically to 
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SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
GOLDEN EAGLES 


Quarterback Dustin Almond, who struggled against Nebraska, 
won his job back later in the season. 


give us the capability to do the broad spectrum of the 
things that we want to do.” 

Carter likely has the edge on Young for the backup job 
based on Carter's experience last season. He played in five 
games and was 26-of-42 passing for 238 yards and two 
touchdowns. 

“Damion is probably a little quicker than any of them,” 
Scherer said. “He has a quick arm, although it may not be 
the strongest of the three arms. 

“Jeremy is somewhere in 
between Dustin = and 
Damion athletically, as far 
as quickness. He has a real 
good arm, and has a pretty 
good understanding men- 
tally.” 

Almond is among nine 
offensive starters returning 
on offense for Southern 
Miss, which finished 9-4 
last season and won its 
fourth Conference USA 
title. That experience 
should bode well for the 
Golden Eagles, who are in 
their second season of run- 
ning Scherer’s multiple- 
look offense. 

Southern Miss returns 
four of five starters along 
the offensive line. Marvin 
Young (42 catches, 703 
yards), Antoine Courington 
and DaRon Lawrence all 
return as starting receivers. 
And Anthony Harris, Tim 
Blackwell and  Sherron 
Moore — who combined 
for 1,320 rushing yards and 
10 touchdowns last season 
— are back to battle for time 
at running back. 

The only major question 
mark on offense is tight end, where the Golden Eagles lose 
starter Terrell Browden. 

“I do believe that we are much further ahead in terms 
of our understanding of what we are doing, and I think we 
can build on that and accelerate our progress,” Scherer 
said of the offense. “There are a lot of things that we did- 
n’t get to last fall, some of them subtle and some not so 
subtle, that [ think we can get to now because we have a 
basic foundation in place.” 

As is many times the case, the strength of the Southern 
Miss team last season was its defense. The Golden Eagles 
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ranked first in Conference USA and 14th nationally in scor- 
ing defense, allowing an average of 17.3 points per game. 

Southern Miss, though, lost three of its top defensive 
players in school history and returns just four defensive 
starters. 

Among the losses were three-time All-American line- 
backer Rod Davis, who was taken in the fifth round of the 
NFL Draft by the Minnesota Vikings; cornerback Greg 
Brooks, a sixth-round pick by the Cincinnati Bengals; and 
two-time All-American safety Etric Pruitt, a sixth-round 
pick by the Atlanta Falcons. 

“We'll start with a lot of new faces on defense with not 
as much playing experience,” Coach Jeff Bower said. “I’m 
not saying we don’t have as much talent there, because | 
believe we have a lot of talent. We just don’t have the expe- 
rience factor that we've 
had. That is a primary 
concern for us.” 


The Golden Eagles 
appear most solid on 
defense at linebacker. 


They lose Davis, but All- 
American Michael Boley 
returns at strongside line- 
backer, and Antoine Cash 
will look to start at weak- 
side for the second year. 

Boley proved himself 
as one of the nation’s top 
linebackers. He finished 
with 151 tackles, includ- 
ing 101 solo stops, ll 
sacks, 22.5 tackles for loss, 
three forced fumbled and 
three fumble recoveries. 

“Michael is a player 
that does the right things 
both mentally and physi- 
cally,” outside linebackers 
coach Lytrel Pollard said. 
“I told him he has to be the best at whatever we do. He has 
got to be the best pass rusher, lead us in tackles, and this 
spring, he did that. We knew when we needed to make a 
play, we could count on him to do that.” 

Southern Miss also returns its interior line with Terrance 
Ford and Chad Ruffin, who was named the most improved 
defensive player during spring drills. Redshirted freshman 
walk-on Matthew Chatelain and junior college transfer 
Tom Johnson are battling for one defensive end position, 
while four players are up for the other vacant end spot. 

The biggest challenge for the Southern Miss defense 
will be replacing its entire secondary. Last year, the Golden 
Eagles ranked fifth nationally in pass defense. 

Juniors Trevis Coley (safety) ) and John Eubanks (corner- 
back) are the leading candidates for two of the starting 
positions. A number of players are battling for time at the 
other two spots. 

Eubanks is also back as Southern Miss’ kickoff returner, 
as the Golden Eagles return all of their special teams 
starters. Eubanks ranked fourth nationally in kickoff yards 
per game, averaging 29.4 yards on 17 returns, including a 
long return of 94 yards for a touchdown at Cincinnati. 

Luke Johnson (42.1 yards per punt) returns as the start- 
ing punter, while Darren McCaleb returns as the starting 
kicker. McCaleb connected on 14 of 17 field goal attempts, 
with a long of 47 yards. ll — By Brian Rosenthal 


Strongside Ninabackar. Michael 
Boley had 151 tackles, including 
11 sacks. 
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AFFILIATION: Conference USA. 
PLAYS NEBRASKA: Sept. 11 in Lincoln. 


STRENGTHS 

Southern Mississippi's offensive line is probably the 
most experienced group of the whole team. Four of the 
five starters return from last season, and a fifth was a spot 
starter in 2003. All-Conference USA linemen Jeremy 
Parquet and Chris White will anchor the line. 


QUESTION MARKS 

Depth and experience along the defensive line is a 
question. The interior line returns, but starting spots are 
vacant at both end positions, and depth must be rebuilt 
along the entire line. Injuries during the spring didn't help. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

All-American Michael Boley is among the nation's 
top linebackers. He's a two-year starter, and last season 
finished with 151 total tackles, including 101 solo stops, 
11 sacks, 22.5 tackles for loss, three forced fumbles and 
three fumble recoveries. 


WINNING WAYS 

Southern Mississippi won an 
unprecedented fourth Conference 
USA title in 2003 and finished with a 9- 
4 record, the 10th straight winning 
season for the Golden Eagles. Their 
Liberty Bowl appearance was their 
sixth bowl in the last seven years. 


Ss 


@California 
@UAB 
Memphis 
Nebraska 
@Cincinnati 
@Alabama 
South Florida 
La,-Lafayette 
@Houston 
Tulane 
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2003 RECORD: 9-4 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 8-0 


L, 34-2 
W, 17-12 
W, 23-6 
L, 38-14 
W, 22-20 
L, 17-3 
W, 27-6 
W, 48-3 
W, 31-10 
W, 28-14 
W, 40-28 


@East Carolina 


, Memphis, Tenn 


season at Southern Miss — his alma 
mater — needing 11 wins for his 100th career victory. He 
was named the Conference USA coach of the year in 2003 
for the third time. 


HAPPY RETURNS 

Return specialists Marvin Young and John Eubanks 
were named honorable mention All-Americans. Young 
had 33 punt returns for 450 yards and one touchdown, 
ranking 10th in the nation. Eubanks had 17 kickoff returns 
for 499 yards and one touchdown, ranking fourth. 


TENTATIVE DEPTH) CHART, 


SE Daron lawrence 6-3 204 Jr. DE Akeem Lockett 255 Jr. 
Anthony Perine 60 175 Sa. ‘Matthew Chatelain es 235 Fr 
LT Chris White 63 280 Sr NT Chad Ruffin 6-0 295 Sr 
Neal Mead’ 6-4 311 Jr ~ Terrance Ford 64 285. Jr, 
LG Travis Cooley 63 276 So. DT Eric Scott 6-0 298 Sr. 


‘Bradley Worthinglen 6-4 302 Jr _ Greg Casnave 6-3 290 So. 


'C Addaryl Edwards 63 285 Sr. BAN Robert Henderson 6-4 225 Fr, 
Robby D'Angslo «6-3 268° So. Jonathan Palmer = 6-3-2260 So. 
RG George Batiste 65 288 So. SLB Michael Boley 63 231 Sr 
Kendel Wheeler 6-3) 288 dr Terry Anderson = 6-2. 220 Sr. 
RT Jeremy Parquet 6-7 324 Sr. MLB Dillon Cleckler 6-2 230 Sr. 
__ Myron Powe ‘64 304) Se Kevis Coley 61 226 Jr. 
TE Otho Graves 6-5 260 Sr, WLB Antoine Cash 6-1 208 Jr 
Patrick Corbett) 6-6 264 Sr Naton Stewart 6&4) 2320 UR 
FL Antw. Courington 6-3 210 Jr. Fe Seth Cumbie 5-11 181 Sr. 
Chris Rhoden 65/185 Fr Caleb Hendrix 60175 So. 
WR Marvin Young 6-0 165 Sr. ROV Pierre Hutchins 5-9 180 Sr 
Adam Hurst ‘S11 175 So. Darrell Bennett 6-0 212 Jr. 
OB Dustin Almond 6-2 212 Jr FS Travis Coley 6-1 220 Jr 
Damion Carter ‘63 185 So. _ John Archie 62 208 So, 
RB Anthony Harris 5-11 222 Jr. BC John Eubanks 5-11179 Jr, 
Tim Blackwell 6-07 185 Sr Jasper Faulk 5-10 185 ‘Sa. 
PK Darren McCaleb 5-11 170 So. P Luke Johnson 6-0 250 Jr, 
Returning starters in bold 
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W, 38-21 
Coach Jeff Bower enters his 14th &Utah L, 17-0 


NEBRASKA 


fT TOOK 35 YEARS 
TO WRITE THIS AD. 


Thirty-five years ago, Dr. Stanley C. Pearle had a edge available. 


SCHEDULES 


(Schedules subject to change, other 
nonconference games TBA) 


vision. So he started an optical company with At Pearle we've made sure you'll find profes- x 2004 
one goal.,.to help people see better. What grew sionals to assist you whose utmost concern is r c 
from that simple dedication is your satisfaction, guaran- Sept. 4 Western Illinois 
a chain of the finest eyecare teed. All the way from the Sept. 1 1 So uthern M Iss. 
stores available throughout exams you receive to the Sept. 1 8 @Pittsbu rgh 
hi : lenses a ie to the te Oct. 2 Ka nsas 
n that time, we've made » you select. In fact, we have 
enormous investments to keep put systems in place to ensure Oct. 9 @Texas Tech 
up with the rapid change in that our customers receive Oct. 16 Baylor 
eyewear technology. From the superior eyecare every day, Oct. 23 @Ka nsas State 
latest in frames, lenses and and every time. Oct 30 M issou ri 
coatings to the newest techniques for meosurin: Come into Pearle and see for yourself if this isn’t 
: Nov. 6 @lowa State 
eyes, our professionals update you on the most the best eyecore you've ever received. It took 35 
current eyecare information and products knowl- years, but we think you'll agree it was worth it Nov. 1 3 @Okla homa 
Nov. 26 Colorado 
Nobody Cares For Eyes More Than Pearle. ! : 
4 re ~| Sept. 17 Pittsburgh 
1437 North Webb Road 1132 O Street 125 South 66th ‘ 
Grand Island, NE 68803 Lincoln, NE 68508 Lincoln, NE 68510 "| Oct. 1 lowa State 
sean POP skh 404:4 8999776 | Oct. 8 Texas Tech 


Oct. 15 @Baylor 
Oct. 22 @Missouri 
Oct. 29 Oklahoma 


GEARING UP FOR SUMMER |iWeeE eee 
MEANS MORE THAN 


Nov. 25-26 @Colorado 
BUYING NEW SKIS. as 


Sept. 16 @USC 

Sept. 30 Kansas 

Oct. 7 @lowa State 
Oct. 14 @Kansas State 
Oct. 21 Texas 

Oct. 28 @Oklahoma St. 
Nov. 4 Missouri 

Nov. 11 @Texas A&M 
Nov. 24-25 Colorado 


Sure, you’re ready to hit the water. But is your boat? 2007 
Visit Buzz’s Marine, your Mercury Platinum dealer for} | Sept. 15 USC 

a preseason checkup. Our service experts will make Sept. 29 lowa State 
sure your boat is shipshape for a great boating season. Oct.06 | @Missouri 


We can also get you into those new skis! Oct.13 Oklahoma State 
Oct. 20 Texas 


9 e 
Buzz S Marine Oct. 27 @Texas 
507 Central Ave. Kearney, Neb. Nov.3  @Kansas 


. Nov. 10 Kansas State 
308-234-4576 www.buzzsmarine.com Nov. 23-24 @Colorado 
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Meet The Varsity, 


\' 
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LEARN THE BENEFITS OF PINNACLE 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT’S TEAM APPROACH 


Turn to 75 years of combined knowledge and insight for a new level of wealth 
management. For creating, growing, protecting and transferring wealth, few can match 
the collaborative minds of the team approach. Contact Pinnacle Wealth Management 

to learn how you can begin today. 


Attend the premier retirement investment strategies workshop in the region. This 
advanced investment and asset protection workshop is designed exclusively for those 
with over $100,000 in IRAs or investable assets. Call 434-0393 for more details, 


GPinnacle Wealth Management 


Located At Pinnacle Bank: 
7001 S. 27th Street, Lower Level, 434-0393 


Securities and Insurance Products offered through Linsco/Private Ledger, Member NASDISIPC 
8 ig 


Not FDIC Insured | Not a Bank Deposit | No Bank Guaranice 


Not Guaranteed by any Federal Government ] Subject to risk and may lose value 


Bank and Pinnacle Wealth Management are not registered broker/dealers and are not affiliated with Linsco/Private Ledger 


— 
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1. Southern Cal ...no BCS snafu this time around 
2. Oklahoma . . . White is Heisman incumbent 
3. Miami ... Hurricane warning in ACC now 
4. Georgia . . . four of last five on road 
5. Michigan . . . must finish at Ohio State 
6. West Virginia . . . best in revised Big East 
7. LSU ... tough tests at Georgia, Florida 
8. Florida State ... fourth-year starter Rix at QB 
9. Texas . . . Benson back for senior season 
10. Ohio State .. . 16-game home winning streak 
11. California . . . Tedford building a winner 
12. Kansas State . . . Sproles rolls for Snyder 
13. Louisville . . . TCU visits in November 
14. Fresno State ... Bulldogs loaded with experience 
15. Utah . . . Mountain West's best, again 


16. lowa ... backers key Hawkeye defense 


GN Top yk Final 2003 Ratings 


Associated Press Coaches 
Team (Record) Points Team (Record) Points 
. Southern Cal (12-1) . LSU (13-1) 1,572 


BCS Schedule 
Jan. 1, 2005 — Rose Bowl 
Jan. 1, 2005 — Fiesta Bowl 
Jan. 2, 2005 — Sugar Bowl 


Jan. 4, 2005 — Orange Bowl* 
*National Championship Game 


. LSU (13-1) . Southern Cal (12-1) 1,514 
. Oklahoma (12-2) . Oklahoma (12-2) 1,429 
. Ohio State (11-2) . Ohio State (11-2) 1,370 
. Miami (11-2) . Miami (11-2) 1,306 
. Michigan (10-3) . Georgia (11-3) 1,183 
. Georgia (11-3) . Michigan (10-3) 1,140 
. lowa (10-3) . lowa (10-3) 1,119 
. Washington St. (10-3) . Washington St. (10-3) 983 
. Miami-Ohio (13-1) . Florida State (10-3) 929 
. Florida State (10-3) . Texas (10-3) 894 
Texas (10-3) . Miami-Ohio (13-1) 800 
. Ole Miss (10-3) Kansas State (11-4) 746 
Kansas State (11-4) Ole Miss (10-3) 
. Tennessee (10 Boise State (12-1) 
. Boise State (12-1) . Tennessee (10-3) 
. Maryland (10-3) Minnesota (10-3) 
. Purdue (9-4) Nebraska (10-3) 
. Nebraska (10-3) Purdue (9-4) 
Minnesota (10-3) . Maryland (10-3) 
. Utah (10-2) . Utah (10-2) 
. Clemson (9-4) . Clemson (9-4) 
. Bowling Green (11-3) . Bowling Green (11-3) 
Florida (8-5) . TCU (11-2) 
TCU (11-2) Florida (8-5) 


Games of Interest 
Aug. 28 — USC vs. Virginia Tech 
(Landover, Md.) 

Sept 4 — Oregon State at LSU 
Sept. 6 — Florida State at Miami 
Sept. 11 — Texas at Arkansas 


Sept. 11 — Michigan at Notre Dame 
Sept. 18 — Maryland at West Virginia 
Oct. 2 — LSU at Georgia 

Oct. 9 — Oklahoma vs. Texas (Dallas) 
Oct. 9 — Georgia at Florida 

Oct. 9 — California at USC 

Oct. 16 — Ohio State at lowa 

Oct. 16 — Oklahoma at Kansas State 
Nov. 6 — Clemson at Miami 

Nov. 20 — Michigan at Ohio State 
Dec. 4 — Big 12 Championship 
(Kansas City) 

Dec. 4 — SEC Championship (Atlanta) 


17. Clemson .. . Tigers go to Miami, FSU 

18. Tennessee . . . Vols rely on tailback depth 

19. Maryland . . . 31 wins for Friedgen already 

20. Wisconsin . . . Davis must remain healthy 

21. Florida . . . beleaguered Zook needs to win 

22. Nebraska . . . Callahan claims future is now 

23. TCU ... don't count Horned Frogs out 

24. Miami (Ohio) . . . making do without Roethlisberger 


25. Missouri . . . Tigers deal with great expectations 


ACROSS 
2003 Big 12 champion 
Memorial Stadium playing surface 
First Husker picked in 2004 NFL 
Draft 
Winner of Spring Game 
First opponent in 2004 
Scored first touchdown in Spring 
Game 
Set NU record for interceptions in 
2003 
Quarterback from New Jersey 
Leading rusher in Spring Game 
Defensive line coach 
Football strength coach 
Lifter of the Year 


DOWN 
Barney Cotton’s new school 
First road opponent in 2004 
2003 national champion (AP) 
First Big 12 opponent in 2004 


Number of Huskers picked in 2004 
NFL Draft 

2003 national champion (Coaches) 
Leading receiver in Spring Game 
Defensive coordinator 

All-Big 12 offensive lineman 

Bill Callahan’s former team 
Receiver coach 

Defensive coordinator 

Quarterback who redshirted in 2003 
Bo Pelini's new school 

2003 Heisman Trophy winner 

Cory Ross’s hometown 

NU’s only 4-time all-conference pick 
Junior college transfer quarterback 
Set NU record for tackles in 2003 


Answers in August issue 


HUSKERNUTZ 


IDEAS? 
DO YOU HAVE SOME INSPIRATION 
FOR A HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON? 

IF WE USE YOUR IDEA, WE'LL GIVE YOU 
CREDIT AND SEND YOU AN AUTO- 
GRAPHED FULL-COLOR PRINT OF YOUR 
HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON! 


SEND IDEAS TO: PAUL FELL CARTOONS, 
3215 JAMESTOWN LANE, LINCOLN, NE 
68516 OR EMAIL TO: 


paulfellcartoons@alltel.net 


MAY CROSSWORD SOLUTION 


ie > 
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BUCK AND NATALIE’S DIVORCE WAS PROCEEDING 


SMOOTHLY UNTIL THE ISSUE OF N.U. SEASON 
TICKETS SURFACED. 
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For more information 
or to register call 
402-464-2343 
Limited spots available. 
FCA Office: 


6400 Cornhusker Hwy, Ste 200 
Lincoln, NE 68507 


| 
ELLOWSHIP © 
CHRISTIAN ATHLETES 
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Ennehment Weekend 


With Special Guests 
Bob and Linda Simmons 


July 9-11, 2004 


The Cornhusker Hotel - Lincoln 


Why you and your spouse should attend: 

¢ Learn how the whole family can be 
involved in coaching 

¢ Get new ideas to use in coaching and 
interacting with student-athletes 

¢ Establish goals towards making your 

John and Kelly Gingery, 2003 Attendees marriage better 


Cornhusker State Baines 20-Year Anniversary 


2004 


July 10-18 
1-800-30-GAMES 
-cornhuskerstategames.com 
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Tackling 
A Challenge 


‘| put my own pressure on myself 
as opposed to any outward pressure’ 


THE CIRCUMSTANCES surrounding Bill 
Callahan's coming to Nebraska have given 
a greater urgency to his first season as head 
coach than it would have had otherwise. 
Obviously, he will be hard-pressed to 
achieve success comparable to that in 2003, 
when the Cornhuskers finished 10-3. 

Had he been hired after the 2002 season, 
with its 7-7 record, folks might have been a 
bit more patient, Only a bit, mind you. He 
is in a “win-now business,” he said following spring prac- 
tice, 

Even though he considers himself “a patient coach in a 
very impatient business, I understand that (win-now) 
expectation,” he said. “And we look forward to it. It’s a 
challenge.” 

He then explained why he considers himself 
capable of tackling such a challenge. 

“It’s high risk, high reward,” he said. “As an 
individual I’ve always had high goals. I aspired 
to do great things and want to be part of a great 
tradition, help people get to where they want to 
gO, 

“T don’t look at it as pressure. [ put my own 
pressure on myself as opposed to any outward 
pressure. | have a good personality in terms of 
dealing with the players. I’m even-keeled. I 
know when to turn it up and when to pat them 
on the back. I know when to push the right but- 
tons.” 

He also has shown that he knows how to 
push the right buttons in off-the-field situations. 

He is comfortable with reporters and, more to the point 
perhaps, he makes reporters comfortable with him. And he 
seems to enjoy interacting with the public. He is charismat- 
ic, easy to like, and he conveys the impression, at least, of 
embracing the public relations demands of his position. 

He is winning over the state, which is important. But 
whether he succeeds and stays at Nebraska for the remain- 
der of his coaching career (something he says he would like 
to do) depends on selling himself and his program to the 
nation’s best young football players, wherever they are, 

Presumably, most will come from high schools, although 
in the short term, Callahan has looked to junior colleges for 
help in making the transition to a West Coast offense. 

Nebraska has never recruited heavily in junior colleges. 
But if that’s where the players who best fit the needs of his 
system are, then that’s where he has to recruit. Bill Snyder's 
success at Kansas State underscores that fact. It also is a rea- 
son Frank Solich is no longer Nebraska's coach. 

Back-to-back losses to Kansas State by a combined 87-22 
are a serious matter for a program that, because of geogra- 
phy and population, must sell itself on tradition. 

Nebraska’s facilities are getting a much-needed upgrade 
and the game-day experience at Memorial Stadium is like 


Mike 
BABCOCK 
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Bill Callahan says he 
knows when to push 
the right buttons. 


no other. But an unparalleled winning tradition has 
enabled the Cornhuskers to attract players capable of com- 
peting at the highest level. And that tradition has eroded. 

What do recruits who didn’t grow up in the state know 
about Nebraska’s tradition? The Cornhuskers’ first two 
national championships, the “Game of the Century” and 
Heisman Trophy winners Johnny Rodgers and Mike Rozier 
are all ancient history to them. They are familiar with Trev 
Alberts because they’ve seen him on ESPN not because he 
was Nebraska's first Butkus Award winner. 

Consider that most of those in Callahan’s first recruiting 
class were only 9 or 10 years old when the Cornhuskers 
were Winning national championships in 1994 and 1995. 
And they weren't even teenagers yet when Tom Osborne’s 
final team won a third national title in a four-year span. 

Recruits know that Nebraska has played in 
35 consecutive bowl games, but the most recent 
bowls in that streak have been the Alamo, the 
Rose, the Independence and the Alamo again. 
Sure, the Cornhuskers played for the BCS 
national championship in the 2002 Rose Bowl 
game. But the recruiting value of a decisive, 37- 
14 loss is negligible, at best, never mind the sto- 
ried venue. 

Regardless of how it was accomplished, 
Callahan’s hiring has counterbalanced the ero- 
sion of Nebraska's tradition. The program can 
sell the fact that he has coached in the NFL and 
not only that but has taken a team to the Super 
Bowl. Those selling points will have a short 
shelf life for recruits, however. In a couple of 
seasons, he will be accepted or rejected for 
what he has done at Nebraska. 

“To be a part of a storied tradition puts a lot on me per- 
sonally to ensure that we can maintain and improve the 
success that they’ve had here,” Callahan said the week 
after the spring game. 

With his family still in Danville, Calif., the Embassy 
Suites was his home. The location was ideal, just a short 
walk from Memorial Stadium. He could have been so con- 
sumed by spring practice, with recruiting and fund raising, 
all of the demands on his time, that he ignored his sur- 
roundings. But he didn’t. 

“It’s great,” he said of the hotel, “great chef over there by 
the name of Chester, He’s from Chicago. I know the front 
desk. I know everybody. They're good people. They've 
taken care of us.” 

That’s Nebraska's new coach. Put him in a room full of 
strangers and he'll be on a first-name basis in short order. 
At least that’s the perception. And recruiting is a lot about 
perception. 

Callahan will be judged on victories not personality, But 
the latter will impact the former, which is reason for opti- 
mism in the belief that the Cornhuskers can win now under 
his direction. 
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Osborne Athletic Complex (artist’s rendering below). Schulte Field House (above) will come down to make room for the new 
complex, additional seating in the stadium and a new indoor facility. (Photo by Scott Bruhn; rendering from Huskers.com) 
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When it comes to your protection, American: Family Insurance offers 
more than just the bare essentials. We provide reliable coverage, fast, 
fair claims and prompt, personal agent service. In addition, we’ ve 
never taken a back seat to what’s equally important—sincerity. 


A straightforward, friendly approach and an enduring focus on 


‘ 


your needs. Now, isn’t that the sort of team you want behind you? 


PO ti 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
LINSURANCE | 


® 


* All your protection under one roof 


©2001 American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
Home Office — Madison, Wisconsin 53783 


www.amfam.com 
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625 STADIUM DRIVE 


: JUST ACROSS THE STREET 
WEST OF MEMORIAL STADIUM 
402.472.3633 

800.8 


SINCE 1869 


